
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 7th September 2015
Present:
Councillor Duncan Bain (Chair)

Councillor Ash Davies

Councillor Anne Lee

Councillor Mark Rowley


Councillor Greg Titcombe


Councillor Jonathan West

Also Present:
Councillors Mike Brown and Maggie Don 
Officers:

Martin Hammond
(Deputy Chief Executive)




Guy Holloway
(Acting Head of Community Services)




David Pope

(Committee Administrator)

15.RD.07
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Henson and Malin.  It was noted that Councillor Davies was acting as a substitute for Councillor Henson.
15.RD.08
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 17th June 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
15.RD.09
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Greg Titcombe declared a personal interest in Item A2 as a member of the Friends of Rockingham Road Pleasure Park and Item A3 Consultation on Changes to Sunday Trading Laws
15.RD.10
PUBLIC SPEAKERS

Councillor Michael Brown attended the meeting and requested to speak on Item A2 – Leisure and Play Provision.
15.RD.11
PROPOSED CLOSURE OF KETTERING COURTS - CONSULTATION (A1) 
A report was submitted which sought the Committee’s views on a consultation response to the Committee of the Ministry of Justice consultation on the proposed closure of both Kettering County Court and Kettering Magistrates’ Court. In addition, the Committee were requested to agree to the extension of an offer of working alongside the Courts service to retain these services locally. 
The Committee noted that a similar consultation exercise had taken place during 2010, with a decision made to retain the courts in Kettering. A consultation response had been drafted and was included as part of the officer report. The Council had made a case for retention of the court services with reasoning focussed around the growth agenda, centrality of Kettering within North Northamptonshire alongside access to justice for a variety of services and individuals. Similar arguments had been deployed during the previous consultation resulting in a positive outcome, although it was anticipated that the fight to retain the courts in Kettering would prove to be harder this time. Accordingly, efforts had been put towards alternative provision of at least some of these essential services utilising KBC facilities. 

Members noted that the Council Chamber was relatively underused during the day and there were a number of additional rooms within the Municipal Offices that could also be made available. Included within the consultation response was a fall-back position offering to provide at least some court services from within the Council offices. The case for provision of some services at the Council included the central location of the site, the existing residence of a number of associated services such as the police and probation service, and the future opening of the new Criminal Justice Centre in Kettering. An initial meeting would be held with Ministry of Justice representatives on 11th September to outline KBC’s offer and to examine how this would fit with other external services 
In discussions, members questioned whether KBC offices were appropriate for use as court facilities given security and space requirements. In addition it was asked whether any costings or layout plans had been produced by KBC.

The Committee noted that KBC could not offer duplication of existing court facilities, but some of the business transacted could be provided within the Municipal Offices, with a willingness to invest in the building to make it more usable if required. Partner organisations such as the police and the probation service which would fit neatly alongside court services had already been accommodated within the Municipal Offices and had faced similar security concerns to that raised by potential court facilities. 
It was anticipated that County Court services could be fairly easily accommodated within the Municipal Office, although only a proportion of Magistrates’ Courts service would be suitable. The scheduled meeting with the Ministry of Justice was the initial discussion to discuss the feasibility of the offer, therefore no costings or layout plans had been prepared at this stage. Any future decision would need to be made the Executive Committee. 

Following discussion, it was

RESOLVED
that members comments be noted

The Committee noted that the draft consultation response would be amended following the meeting with the Ministry of Justice. 
15.RD.12
LEISURE AND PLAY PROVISION (A2)
A report was submitted which requested members consider and discuss areas for future consideration and possible inclusion within the new draft play strategy that was in the process of development. The committee noted that the strategy would be brought back to committee at a later date, but the report before them could assist members in providing useful input into the process at an early stage. There were areas such as fencing around play areas and the use of safety surfaces where national guidance had altered and each site would need to be look at individually to ascertain what was required. 

The Head of Corporate Development informed members that a previous report had been brought to committee in December 2014 to examine leisure and community facility provision within the Borough. The report before members focussed more on play areas and outdoor gyms in the Borough in respect of the importance of healthy-living and active lifestyles. 
The report outlined the broad scope of activities the Council delivered to support healthy and active lifestyles and detailed play spaces and outdoor gyms across the Borough, the majority of which were owned and maintained by KBC. Assessment criteria were attached to provide an indication of various factors affecting play areas, including the age and quality of equipment, level of usage and potential cost of future upkeep. Members noted that there was further work to be carried out in refining that information to make it more useful for future resource planning. The Committee also heard that there was a growing trend to examine the installation of outdoor gyms to allow adults and older children to use equipment. 

A list of recent play improvements was provided to the meeting, who noted that significant work had been undertaken since 2012. The report detailed the importance of Health and Safety inspections, which were carried out weekly on play equipment, with a detailed RoSPA inspection carried out twice a year, above statutory requirements. The committee was advised that a programme of equipment painting was in place for play equipment that was beginning to show its age. The meeting heard that the Council faced funding challenges with regards to play equipment, having an annual budget going forward of £20k to maintain and replace single play equipment items. 

Councillor Brown addressed the Committee and raised concerns regarding play area fencing at Brambleside and the lack of associated public and ward councillor consultation. He further stated that the Council should not charge children to use facilities at the Glebe and that work should be undertaken with local partners such as sports clubs to encourage children to partake in sporting activities. 

Members made comments on the following topics:-
· Community support for play areas

· Charges for the hire of sporting facilities

· Equal consideration for play areas in rural areas

· Increased facilities for disabled children

· Kettering swimming pool

· CCTV in open spaces to prevent vandalism

Members noted that a separate report would be brought forward in relation to swimming facilities in Kettering and that Community Protection Notices would be a more effective means of dealing with individuals causing vandalism to play areas than CCTV.
RESOLVED
that members comments be noted for future consideration and potential inclusion within the draft play strategy
15.RD.13
      CONSULTATION ON CHANGES TO SUNDAY TRADING LAWS (A3)

Members received a report asking them to consider the content of a response to the government consultation on changes to Sunday trading laws. 


The committee noted that existing trading laws had been in force since 1994, restricting certain types of large store to a maximum of 6 hours trading on Sundays. The government were looking to devolve the power to relax restrictions to local authorities across the country, with two scenarios suggested. The first would form part of a devolution deal and would only apply to certain areas which had elected mayors or new metro-mayors. The second scenario would be open to all local authorities regardless of any devolution deal. 


KBC had drafted a broad response for consideration, stating that local authorities were best placed to make the decision regarding the possible relaxation of restrictions. The council welcomed the opportunity to lift restrictions in specific areas, but not others as this could provide better town centre retail conditions. Safeguards around consultation were noted as being important as well as recognition of the impact on any changes in opening hours to local amenity. 

Members raised issues around worker’s rights, and the lack of a mention within the consultation of a “protected” day off such as Christmas Day.

Following discussion, it was

RESOLVED
that members comments be noted for inclusion in the consultation response

15.RD.14
LOCAL POLLINATOR STRATEGY TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A4)

A report was submitted which provided members with an update on the progress of the Local Pollinator Strategy Task and Finish Group.



The Committee noted that an initial meeting had been held, with Martin Toms from Natural-Ise co-opted onto the group in addition to the nominated members. The group planned a three-phase approach including external organisations at the evidence-provision stage. It was anticipated that a report would be brought back to committee before the end of the year. 
RESOLVED
that members noted the progress of the Task and Finish Group
15.RD.15
WORK PROGRAMME (A5)

The committee work programme was noted.

(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 7.55 pm)

Signed ……………………………………………….

Chair

DJP
Research and Development Committee No. 1
7.9.15

