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2. INFORMATION
2.1. 
Town and Parish Council Representation. 

There are currently two vacancies for Town and Parish Council representatives on the Committee. Cllr Neil Matthew was not re-elected at the recent Local Election in June. The recruitment process has commenced and requests for nominations have been sought from the Town and Parish Councils through the clerks and the A6 Towns Rural Forums.
2.2. 
Cases of interest
i) A Dorset District and County Councillor, Councillor Flower, is reported to be the first councillor to be found guilty of an offence under the Localism Act 2011. The councillor was charged with an offence of failing to declare a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI).  Cllr Flower registered a DPI in Synergy Housing, a charity that provides homes for those in need. He was a non-executive Director and had received payment for his services. He attended a meeting of Dorset District Council about the East Dorset Core Strategy. The Councillor did not declare an interest as he was of the view that the meeting was about matters of a broader nature and did not concern planning and land ownership. The Judge noted that at the meeting considered the Core Strategy. Synergy had responded to a consultation on the strategy and owned land that was being considered and was part of the detail of the strategy. It was noted that although the councillor did not benefit personally he should have declared an interest and played no part in the meeting. He was given a six month conditional discharge and ordered to pay £930 costs. The judge also noted that it would not have been unreasonable for the councillor to have contacted the Monitoring Officer for advice but the onus did remain on him to deal with matters.
ii)
It was reported in the local government and national press that Cllr Mike Harris of Torfaen Council went before the council’s Ethics Committee following allegations that he had posted offensive remarks on Facebook. Despite the Ethics Committee finding the post offensive it decided that there was not a breach of the Code as it did not consider the posts to be such that they outweighed the need to allow freedom of speech. In Wales there is a different Standards Regime. However, similar issues may be brought before the Standards Advisory Committee to consider. The Kettering Borough Council Code of Conduct requires members to treat others with respect and not to bring the Council or their office into disrespect. The growing use of social media may lead to future discussions regarding the conflict between freedom of speech and offensive comments.

2.3. 
Standards training. 
The Committee received the annual report of the Committee on Standards in Public Life in October 2014 and noted the emphasis on the importance of the need for a pro-active approach to ethical standards in the induction process. This has been implemented following the local elections in May. Basic standards training was included as part of the induction process to new members and copies of the Code of Conduct and other relevant information was provided as part of the induction pack. Standards training was also provided by the Monitoring Officer on 20 July which was attended by the Chair of the Standards Advisory Committee and the Independent Person. The member turnout was low and it is intended to repeat the training. Town and Parish Councils are also being contacted with the offer of training on standards matters.
2.4. 
Complaints

The Monitoring Officer has not received any new complaints under the complaints process.
3. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

None arising from this report
4. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

Not relevant
. 
5. FINANCE and HR  RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS


None arising from this report
6. 
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS


None arising from this report

Background Papers:

None 

Previous Reports/Minutes:

PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform the Committee of the local and national issues arising under the Code of Conduct and Standards Regime. 


























7.	RECOMMENDATIONS





(i)	that the report be noted; and





(ii)	that the Committee consider any actions to be taken on any issues arising from the report.





	 








