
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Meeting held: 22nd July  2015
Present:
Councillor Russell Roberts (Chair)


Councillors Lloyd Bunday, James Burton, David Howes, Jan Smith, Lesley Thurland and Derek Zanger

Also Present
Councillors James Hakewill, Anne Lee, Mick Scrimshaw and Keli Watts
15.EX.06
APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Steve Bellamy and Mark Dearing
15.EX.07
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor James Burton declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Item 10 on the agenda and indicated he would leave the meeting room if any debate was held on the Market Place.
15.EX.08
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 10th June 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record.
15.EX.09
WORK PROGRAMME


The Council’s work programme, published on 9th July 2015, was noted.
15.EX.10
DELIVERING OUR TOWN CENTRES

A report was submitted which covered the following topics:-
· The Women’s Tour

· The Summer Celebrations around the Borough
· The success in achieving the Purple Flag

· The continued development of Kettering’s markets


The report was supplemented by a presentation.

During debate the members welcomed the varied programme of summer events around the Borough. However, it was noted that events in Kettering Library had been included in the general Kettering town centre event listings, whereas Rothwell and Desborough activities had been listed separately. It was noted that Councillor Thurland was a volunteer at Kettering Library.

The Portfolio Holder for Strategic Delivery advised the Committee that he had been proud to attend the presentation of the Purple Flag following the successful bid. It was agreed that in recognition of past work in connection with the bid, former Councillor David Bishop be sent a letter of thanks from the Executive.


RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the hard work that was involved in making the Women’s Tour such a resounding success be acknowledged;


(ii)
the Executive Committee looks forward to this year’s Summer Celebrations around the Borough;

(iii)
Kettering’s success in achieving Purple Flag accreditation for the first time be celebrated; and


(iv)
the continuing development of Kettering’s market offer be welcomed.

15.EX.11
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET


A report was submitted which:-

a. Provided Members with a further case study on attracting external funding;
b. Provided a reminder of the Council’s medium term financial strategy and associated guiding principles;

c. Highlighted the success of the Council's financial strategy, in particular through the delivery of efficiency savings for 2014/15;

d. Illustrated the medium term financial modelling and the estimated levels of efficiency savings required for future years;

e. Provided members with an update on the draft outturn figures for 2014/15, in relation to;

· General Fund

· Housing Revenue Account

· Capital

· Treasury Management

f. Provided an update following the recent Budget Announcement.

Councillor Mick Scrimshaw addressed the Committee, welcoming the Council’s strong budget position compared with other local authorities, the move towards reduction in rents and planned capital programme schemes that would bring in additional revenue. He asked if officers could consider bringing forward planned capital work to replace front doors in William Knibb Ward as this had originally been scheduled to take place in 2014, but had now been rescheduled for 2016.


It was noted that the majority of underspends noted in the budget resulted from additional income generation, for example income from the increase in planning fee income.  Intelligence gained from this year’s budget in this respect would feed into the budget for next year.  A further report on the effects of the government’s budget announcement in respect of council house rents would be brought before the Executive in due course.

Discussion was held on Business Rates income and it was noted that future income was dependent on harvesting the proceeds of growth and generating additional income. Approximately one-third of business rates income was generated from a small number of businesses, and this represented a risk to future income if one of these contributors left the Borough.


Members noted that the Government’s Winter Statement was expected on 25th November.


Officers were thanked for their work on the budget and accurate predictions as to the level of government grant, which had allowed the Council to forward plan its commitments and income and deliver a balanced budget.
RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Capital Programme carry forwards from 2014/15 (as detailed in Appendix A to the report) be approved;


(ii)
the Executive note the following:-

(a)
the success the Council has achieved in partnership working;

(b)
the Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy and associated guiding principles;

(c)
the Council’s current Medium Term Financial Forecast and the progress being made for the delivery of efficiency savings for 2015/16 and future years;

(d)
the draft out-turn position for 2014/15 for the General Fund, Housing Revenue Account, Capital Programme and Treasury Management;

(e)
the key updates made in the Budget announcement.
15.EX.12
AWARD OF CONTRACT – RE-ROOFING OF FLATS IN WEEKLEY GLEBE ROAD AND NORTHUMBERLAND ROAD, KETTERING

A report was submitted which sought approval to award a contract for the re-roofing and replacement of rainwater goods to 29 blocks of flats (four flats per block) in Weekley Glebe Road and Northumberland Road, Kettering.


Discussion was held on the method of procurement for contracts and the level of consultation undertaken with tenants affected by the works.


Ward Councillors would be informed when works commenced.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the tender from Contractor A in the sum of £305,749 to undertake the replacement of roof coverings and rainwater goods on 29 blocks of flats in Weekley Glebe Road and Northumberland Road, Kettering be accepted; and


(ii)
authority be delegated to the Head of Democratic and Legal Services to conclude and sign the contracts with Contractor A.

15.EX.13
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

RESOLVED
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended).
15.EX.14
ASSET MANAGEMENT – ACQUISITION OF LAND


A report was submitted which sought member approval for the purchase of the freehold title of two plots of land as outlined on the plan submitted with the report.


It was noted that the purchase of the land would be in accordance with financial principles and provision existed in the Capital Programme.


The purchase of the land represented a long-term investment with the potential for commercial benefit.  It was noted that a further report on proposed use of the land would be brought back to the Executive at a future date.

RESOLVED
that delegated authority be granted to the Head of Democratic and Legal Services to complete the purchase of both plots of land.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 7.45 pm)
Signed ……………………………………………….

Chair

AI
Executive Committee No. 1
22.7.15

