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	1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

To provide Members with an update on the Joint Core Strategy consultation on Focused Changes.



2.
INFORMATION
2.1 Members may recall that between 26 January 2015 and 9 March 2015 a consultation took place on the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy – Pre-Submission Plan.
2.2 The Joint Planning Unit (JPU) has reported that in total, 112 responses were received to the consultation, which when broken down, amounted to over 1,000 specific comments on elements of the Joint Core Strategy (JCS).  A summary of the representations is available to view online at www.nnjpu.org.uk.
2.3 Following the consultation the JPU prepared a set of Focused Changes to respond to issues raised through the consultation. The Joint Committee met on 4th June 2015, and agreed to undertake a six-week consultation on these Focused Changes.  The consultation commenced on 12th June, to run to 24th July 2015.  The Joint Committee also agreed that following the consultation the Pre-submission JCS, Addendum of Focused Changes and other supporting evidence be submitted to the Secretary of State for examination.
Proposed Focused Changes
2.4 Many of the focused changes are relatively minor points of clarification or updating.  None of the changes fundamentally change the strategy of the JCS.  The more substantial changes are listed below:
· FC 18-26: Policy 4 (Biodiversity and Geodiversity) and supporting text
· FC 33-39: Policy 7 (Community Services and Facilities)
· FC 64: Policy 24 (Logistics)
· FC 69-90: Policy 26 (Renewable and Low Carbon Energy)
· FC 92-101: Policy 27 (Rockingham Enterprise Area)
· FC 102-103: Policy 28 (Housing Requirements)
· FC108-118: Policy 31 (Gypsies and Travellers)

· FC 158: New Policy 38 (Rothwell North SUE)

2.5 This report will review those Focused Changes that directly affect the A6 towns only.  A full list of the Focused Changes for consultation can be found at the link below.  This report only discusses the policies on Renewable and Low Carbon Energy and Rothwell North SUE.   

http://www.nnjpu.org.uk/publications/docdetail.asp?docid=1507
Policy 26: Renewable and Low Carbon Energy

2.6 The Focused Change recognises that Kettering Energy Park, at Burton Wold, is already an operational wind farm containing 19 wind turbines, and planning consent has been granted for two solar photovoltaic farms.  As such, the suitability as a location for renewable energy generation is already established, reference to the Energy Park as an ‘Area of Opportunity’ is then misleading, as the use is already in existence.
2.7 English Heritage and the National Trust expressed concern over ensuring that development avoids substantial harm to the significance of heritage assets and their setting.  In addition, the CPRE were concerned about ensuring protection to landscape and communities.  Policy 26 has been revisited to clarify and/or tighten up these aspects in response to these representations.

2.8 In addition, Burton Latimer Town Council and Cranford Parish Council raised concerns regarding future development and the need for consultation.  It is proposed to add to the supporting text for this policy indicating “Policy 26 identifies land at Burton Wold as a suitable ‘Energy Park’ location to serve existing and planned development including the Kettering East SUE and complimentary employment uses.  Its precise extent and mix of uses is to be determined through a Masterplan prepared in consultation with the local community and stakeholders for agreement with the local planning authority.  The impacts of development at this location will be evaluated in greater detail through the consideration of any planning applications.”
Policy 38: Rothwell North SUE
2.9 The boundary of the Rothwell North SUE has been reduced to reflect the boundary of the current planning application for the development.  A specific policy setting out development principles for the site had not previously been incorporated in the JCS, or consulted upon.  This was an oversight, in the main as the application is longstanding and it was thought it would have been determined prior to this stage of the JCS, although close to determination, it remains a live application.  To ensure consistency with other proposed allocations, a new Policy 38 is introduced, with supporting text and a plan at Figure 28.
2.10 In summary, the new policy and supporting text broadly align with a draft policy agreed for Submission in preparing the Rothwell and Desborough Urban Extensions Area Action Plan in August 2010.  This policy formed the basis of the planning application currently under consideration for the site, reference number KET/2007/0461.  As such, there is a general consistency running throughout the detail.

Contact Officer:  Simon Richardson – Development Manager

3.	RECOMMENDATION





	That Members note the content of this report.











