
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 17th June 2015
Present:
Councillor Duncan Bain (Chair)

Councillor Maggie Don

Councillor Jenny Henson


Councillor Mary Malin


Councillor Mark Rowley


Councillor Greg Titcombe

Also Present:
Councillors Cliff Moreton and Derek Zanger

Amanda Healy (Chopper)

Mark Healy (Chopper)

Peter Haynes


Matthew Clark

Officers:

Martin Hammond
(Deputy Chief Executive)




Shirley Plenderleith
(Acting Head of Community Services)




Carole Stephenson
(Community Partnerships Manager)



Anne Ireson

(Committee Administrator)

15.RD.01
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors West and Lee.  It was noted that Councillor Don was acting as a substitute for Councillor West.
15.RD.02
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 11th February 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
15.RD.03
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Greg Titcombe declared a personal interest in Item A2 as a member of the Friends of Rockingham Road Pleasure Park
15.RD.04
WORK PROGRAMME (A1) 
A report was submitted which sought the Committee’s views on the work programme for the coming year.
In discussions, members felt there were no additional items to add to the work programme at this time.

RESOLVED
that the draft work programme be endorsed.
15.RD.05
PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDER (A2)

A report was submitted which informed members of the results of the consultation on a Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO).
It was noted that a good response to the consultation had been received, with 568 responses online and 58 paper responses. A petition against the PSPO and the perceived criminalisation of skateboarding had also been organised, with 2951 signatures to date.  Of the responses to Kettering Borough Council, 446 people had said “yes” to the PSPO and 180 had said “no”. Of the 446 people that had agreed with the PSPO, 286 did not want skateboarding and scootering to be included.
It was noted that the PSPO would also be debated by the Kettering Town Forum on the 22nd June and by the Community Safety Partnership on Monday, 29th June and would ultimately be scheduled for debate by the Executive Committee, when a decision would be made.

It was noted that, under the proposed order, proscribed activities would not, in themselves, be a criminal offence. A civil offence would be committed if the activity was causing a nuisance and a request had been made by an authorised officer to desist, which had not been complied with. A Fixed Penalty Notice may then be issued and only if this was not paid would the matter be referred to a court – a criminal conviction would result if the court’s order was not complied with. 

 A certain amount of discretion would have to apply around the perception of “nuisance”, and it was possible, depending on the wording of the order, than some proscribed activities could be allowed to continue if they were not causing a nuisance. The Committee endorsed the idea that the draft Order should be phrased so that activities not causing a nuisance would not be automatically be actioned by authorised officers.
The Order contained a number of provisions, and although the following debate largely centred on the skateboarding provisions, members noted and agreed the majority of the clauses as desirable
Mark Healy (co-owner of Chopper), Peter Hayes, Amanda Healy (co-owner of Chopper) and Matthew Clark addressed the Committee under the Council’s Right to Speak policy.  The Chair exercised his discretion in this respect to allow a more conversational approach with the skateboarding community to be adopted.

All four speakers made representations against the principle of a PSPO in general and the inclusion of skateboarding in particular.  Concern was expressed regarding the potential for criminalisation of skateboarders, given that skateboarding was not considered by many to be an anti-social activity. It was pointed out that no major repairs had yet been necessary to public areas as a result of skateboarding and very few formal complaints to the Council had been made. Additionally, some skateboarders used their boards as a mode of transport.
Members acknowledged that existing Orders regulating dog fouling and on-street alcohol consumption would cease to have effect in 2017 and a PSPO would be the only way in which these restrictions could remain in place thereafter.  Additionally, it was felt that although there had been a low level of formal complaints made to the Police, the Council had received a number of complaints from older people and mothers with young children about the unpredictability of the movements of skateboarders, and there were certain areas of the town where residents had responded that skateboarding was considered to be a nuisance, mainly on the Market Place and Morrisons Car Park.  It was noted that, should the activity continue at the present level in certain areas (for example, Market Place and Art Gallery steps), then provision would be  needed on a regular basis to carry out repairs and maintain regular safety inspections.

Following further discussion, it was felt that the best way forward would be for the Council to meet with the skateboarding community to identify areas where a common agreement may be reached, within the boundaries of the PSPO, to enable it to be taken forward to the Executive Committee.

A petition containing 2,951 names was handed to the Committee. It was noted that, under the Council’s petition scheme, this would be placed on the agenda for the forthcoming full Council meeting on 15th July.

RESOLVED
that:-

(i)
the consultation responses be noted; 

(ii)
all provisions of the PSPO be recommended to the Executive Committee except those relating to misuse of skateboards, BMX bikes and scooters including usage by adults; and

(ii)
a meeting be set up to include representatives of the skateboarding community and the police to discuss the how skateboarding and allied activities might be better addressed by the PSPO.

15.RD.06
LOCAL POLLINATOR STRATEGY TASK AND FINISH GROUP (A3)

A report was submitted which asked members to consider and decide the format, meeting schedule and membership for the Local Pollinator Strategy Task and Finish Group. 


Members felt that it would be useful if the Task and Finish Group could identify (a) what could be done locally and (b) what the Council could persuade others to do.  It may be necessary to take evidence from the National Farmers’ Union.

RESOLVED
that the format, meeting schedule and membership for the Task and Finish Group be as follows:-

(i)
Five members (4 Conservative and 1 Labour) with Martin Toms as a co-opted member;


(ii)
Other people be asked to give evidence if required;


(iii)
Three focused meetings as follows:-

· The first meeting to gather information

· The second meeting to identify what issues should go into the report

· The third meeting to consider the final report to the Committee
(The meeting started at 7.00pm and ended at 8.15 pm)

Signed ……………………………………………….

Chair
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