Date of Publication: 14th January 2005

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	12th January 2005
	From 7.00 pm to 8.50 pm


APOLOGIES:

	None
	


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Bill Parker
	Economic

	Councillor Christopher Lamb
	Environment

	Councillor Belinda Humfrey
	Community

	Councillor James Hakewill
	Resources and Performance

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Customer Access

	Councillor Robert Civil
	Housing


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillors Jones, Padwick, Whyte and Corazzo


	Forty-five members of the public were also present at the meeting.


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (EXECUTIVE MEMBERS):

	Councillor Hakewill
	Personal Interest as a member of Biznet

	Councillor Freer
	Personal Interest as president and nominated director of KBVT 

	Councillor Malin
	Personal interest as nominated representative on an outside body (YMCA)

	Councillor Parker
	Prejudicial interest as a business sponsor of KBVT and board member of the Business Exchange

	Councillor Civil
	Personal interest as nominated representative on an outside body (Citizens Advice Bureau)

	Councillor Humfrey
	Personal interest as Honorary Chair of Desborough Community Transport (Vine Community Trust)


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (OTHER MEMBERS):

	Councillor Padwick
	Personal interest as a member of the Management Committee of Kettering Centre for the Unemployed and Unwaged

	Councillor Whyte
	Personal interest in connection with the Kettering Centre for the Unemployed and Unwaged


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 21st January 2005 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	GROUNDS MAINTENANCE SCRUTINY

(Referred from Monitoring and Audit Committee)



	04.RD.43


	-
	5
	


SPEAKER:
Councillor Padwick

RESOLVED
that the amended changes to generate £75,000 be considered as part of the annual review of fees and charges to be undertaken by Policy and Improvement Committee on the 18th January 2005; and that in line with corporate priorities, financing of the additional verge maintenance capability be addressed through the identification of efficiency and resource switching opportunities during the budget-making process.

REASONS:

The Council's priorities include a wish to improve street scene in the Borough, which includes verge cutting, tree maintenance and litter removal.

The desire for more litter enforcement could be realised as a result of the creation of a generic street warden team, which it is hoped will come about as a result of decriminalised parking.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

Two alternative options were considered by the Monitoring and Audit committee in relation to litter picking and tree maintenance, but no conclusion was reached and therefore there was no recommendation to the Executive Committee.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME



	04.RD.44


	-
	7
	


RESOLVED:

that the draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 18th January to 31st May 2005 be noted.

(Councillor Parker, having declared a prejudicial interest in the following

item, left the meeting room during discussion thereon.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT GRANTS 2005/06



	04.RD.45


	-
	8
	


SPEAKERS:

Peter Storey (YMCA)



Susan Buchanan (Citizens Advice Bureau)



Alan Smith (Groundwork Trust)



Councillor Padwick



Councillor Whyte



Councillor Corazzo

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the following organisations be funded as indicated below:



Debt, Benefits and General Advice:



Citizens Advice Bureau
£38.000



Welfare Rights Advisory Service
£12,000



Crime and Anti-social Behaviour



Victim Support
£7,000



Neighbourhood Watch
£5,000



Kettering Youth Information
£5,000



Support Older People to Live Independent



Lives



Age Concern
£38,000



Vine Community Trust
£12,000



Recycling of Household Items (other than 



Domestic Waste)



Phoenix
£20,000



Community Transport



Shopmobility
£15,000



Business Start-ups and Social Enterprises



KBVT (inc. NCDA and NAACBA Ltd)
£35,000



Advice and Support for Homeless People 



Service



Accommodation Concern
£25,000



Promoting Equality Through the Elimination



of Racial Discrimination



Northants Race Equality Council
£10,000



Voluntary Sector Infrastructure



Groundwork Trust
£20,000


(ii)
Groundwork Trust be the preferred organisation for the Voluntary Sector Infrastructure Service Level Agreement;


(iii)
A further report be requested on supplementary resource effects on the above decisions; and


(iv)
the specifications for Development of Opportunities with Youth People and Youth Transport be re-examined by the Head of Service with the portfolio holder and then re-advertised.

REASONS

To maintain an accessible grant aid system for voluntary bodes which assist in meeting the various policies and priorities of the Council.

The Council had appointed Modena Consulting Ltd to undertake a review of the process of funding the voluntary sector and identify improvements.  Following a stakeholder seminar on the key findings, the proposed model had been agreed by the Executive Committee at a meeting on 23rd September 2004.

The application and evaluation process were developed to link to the Council's Corporate Improvement Plan. The evaluation process was carried out by a panel of the Local Strategic Partnership, and was felt to be open, transparent and an exemplar of good practice.

The evaluation process included presentations to a working party of the Executive Committee, which was designed to gather any additional information which may have not been evident during the initial evaluation.  Although the Working Party identified instances where scores could be slightly amended, any amended scores did not affect the outcome of the evaluation by the Local Strategic Partnership Evaluation Panel.

The Voluntary Sector Infrastructure Development specification was a joint commission with the County Council and bids were evaluated by a joint interview panel in accordance with an agreed procedure.  Reservations identified by the interview panel were in the process of being addressed by the preferred organisation

Organisations bidding for funding under the Development of Opportunities with Young People and Youth Transport were considered not to fully address relevant corporate priorities in their bids.  It was felt that an organisation to serve youth (both offenders and non-offenders) throughout the Borough was required.  Neither of the bidding organisations could completely fulfil the specification.  Therefore the specifications should be re-examined and then re-advertised.

Other funding streams were felt to be available to those organisations that had been unsuccessful in their bids.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

To consider further evidence before indicating a preferred organisation for the Voluntary Sector Infrastructure specification.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DRAINAGE AND THE SLADE BROOK



	04.RD.46


	A04/022
	9
	


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the report be noted; and


(ii)
following the completion of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, and identification of need for improvement works, members be advised of possible options for capital investment, and sources of funding, including the preparation of bids for schemes that may qualify under growth area status.

REASONS

To respond effectively in assessing drainage capacity and flood risk in respect of development proposals arising from planning applications and any future growth area proposals, with particular reference to Slade Brook

To minimise the existing risk from localised flooding along parts of Slade Brook

To work with the Environment Agency, the Water Companies or Government Agencies, eg East Midlands Development Agency or others, in seeking to be proactive in dealing with significant issues of drainage and flood risk.

To advise prospective developers and others of the requirements of the Council in respect of the above and to require all major development proposals to have considered this at an early stage, eg during pre-application discussions.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	INITIAL BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR GENERAL FUND, HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT AND CAPITAL



	04.RD.47


	A04/080
	10
	


SPEAKER:
Councillor Jones

RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the guiding principles for setting fees and charges as set out in the report be approved and the Policy and Improvement Committee consider these as part of their review of fees and charges; and


(ii)
the draft budgets for 2005/06 (as contained in the separate budget booklet) be referred to scrutiny for comment in accordance with the Council's constitution;

REASONS:


Although the provisional grant settlement was better than forecast, the Committee was aware that there was uncertainty for future years, there would be scaling back, and the grant settlement figure was provisional.  Therefore it was recognised that these and other uncertainties would require further analysis before final budget figures could be formulated.

In referring the draft budgets for 2005/06 to scrutiny, it was recommended that the bids for capital resources 2005/06 be fully scrutinised, particularly in relation to the inclusion of Infrastructure/Flexi/Remote Working.

The process of setting the Budget and Council Tax is in accordance with statutory obligations and the Council's Constitution.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None at this stage of the process



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ON-STREET DRINKING



	04.RD.48


	A04/082
	11
	


RESOLVED:

that a designation order, under the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001, be sought to control on-street drinking in the area designated by the map included with the report.

REASONS:


To ensure a safer and more attractive town centre, with less crime and disorderly behaviour being generated by on street consumption of alcohol.  

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

To include other areas in the designation. 



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	STATEMENT OF POLICY AND PROCEDURE IN DEALING WITH ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR



	04.RD.49


	-
	12
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor Whyte

RESOLVED:

the Statement of Policies and Procedures on Dealing with Anti-Social Behaviour be approved.

REASONS:

The statement of policies was produced in accordance with the statutory obligation as defined by S.218A of the Housing Act 1996 and introduced by S.12 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003.

To comply with 2004: ODPM Code of Guidance August 2004, page 8)

The statement had been prepared taking into account compatibility with other relevant legislation.

It being recognised that nuisance and anti-social behaviour disrupts the lives of many people within our communities, anti-social behaviour will not be tolerated within Borough Council properties and neighbourhoods.

The adoption of a multi-agency approach to deal with anti-social behaviour will promote preventative activities, early intervention and where appropriate the enforcement of the wide-ranging sanctions now available.

The approach is victim-centred and endeavours to protect all potential witnesses.

The Statement and Procedure is an additional tool to provide safer communities and achieve a better quality of life for residents.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

None.



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	HOUSING INITIATIVES



	04.RD.50


	-
	13
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor Whyte

RESOLVED:

that the further progression of the range of housing initiatives be approved.

REASONS:


To promote home ownership opportunities, advice and assistance for elderly residents and marginal owner-occupiers, collaborative working with private landlords and house renovation grant policy.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC



	04.RD.51


	-
	-
	


RESOLVED:

that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.



	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	PROPOSED PURCHASE OF 13-15 HORSEMARKET, KETTERING



	04.RD.52


	A04/087
	14
	


RESOLVED:

that 


(i)
it be recommended to Council that the Council accept the grant offer from the ODPM and purchase the site subject to officers being satisfied with the content of the formal grant offer and any clauses attached to it; and


(ii)
the Head of Democratic and Legal Services examine the Council's Constitution to identify and recommend a more efficient method of dealing with such issues in the future.

REASONS:


The site is within the Kettering Town Centre Conservation Area and therefore its physical appearance and character are of particular importance.  With the benefit of these works the building could make a very positive contribution to the Horsemarket and conservation area.

The site is not allocated for development in the Local Plan but is within the area currently being considered as part of the town centre master planning work being undertaken on behalf of the Council.

To identify ways of expediting future opportunities for government funding in order to maximise the chances of submitting a successful bid within the prescribed timescales.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.
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