BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at a meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 22nd April 2015                                                                                    
Present:

	Councillor 
Duncan Bain (Mayor)
	Councillor Jenny Henson

	
"
June Derbyshire (Deputy Mayor)
	
"
Philip Hollobone MP

	
"
Linda Adams
	
"
David Howes

	
“
Maurice Bayes
	
"
Ian Jelley

	
"
Steve Bellamy
	
"
Christopher Lamb

	
"
David Bishop
	
"
Shirley Lynch

	
"
Michael Brown
	
"
Mary Malin

	
"
Jonathan Bullock
	
"
Ellie Manns

	
"
Lloyd Bunday
	
"
Paul Marks

	
"
Mark Dearing
	
"
Cliff Moreton

	
"
Maggie Don
	
"
Russell Roberts

	
"
Scott Edwards
	
"
Michael Tebbutt

	
"
Terry Freer
	
"
Keli Watts

	
"
Ruth Groome
	
"
Jonathan West

	
"
James Hakewill
	
"
Derek Zanger

	
"
Eileen Hales, MBE
	

	


	

	
	


14.C.63
RECORDING OF THE MEETING


The Mayor informed Council that he had been advised that the meeting would be filmed and recorded. He asked members of the public present who did not wish to be recorded to indicate their wishes prior to the start of the meeting.
14.C.64
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors George, Mills, Smith, Soans and Talbot.
14.C.65
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25th February 2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor.
14.C.66
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.
The Chief Executive indicated that officers would leave the room during discussion on Item 11 on the agenda (Exempt Reports 1 and 2 of the Appointments Committee).

14.C.67
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Mayor made the following announcements:-
· The Mayor informed Members of the death on Monday, 20th April of former Mayor, Alan Pote, who was Mayor of the Borough of Kettering in 2003/04 and Deputy Mayor in 2010/11.  The Mayor had sent a letter of condolence on behalf of the Council to Mr Pote's family. No funeral details were yet known, but members would be informed as soon as arrangements were announced.
A minute's silence was held in memory of Alan Pote.

· The Mayor announced that the illustrated talk on 26th March on the Falklands Islands had raised £633 for the Mayor's Charity. Thanks were extended to John Williams for his input and Councillors who attended for their support.
· The Mayor announced that he would be holding an Open Parlour from 10.00 am to 2.00 pm on 16th May for friends and supporters in his Mayoral year of office.  All members would be most welcome to attend.

· As this was the last full Council meeting prior to the Local Elections on 7th May, the Mayor thanked retiring councillors Maurice Bayes, David Bishop, Michelle George, Eileen Hales, MBE, Christopher Lamb and Ellie Manns for their service to the Council.

The Leader of the Opposition paid tribute to retiring councillors, thanking them for their work, specialist knowledge and experience over the past four years. 

14.C.68
LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Leader of the Council endorsed the comments made by the Leader of the Opposition in his tribute to retiring councillors and added his own thanks and appreciation for their work.

The Leader advised Council that a recent bid to the government on behalf of Kettering, Corby, East Northamptonshire and Wellingborough Councils had drawn down £750k to deliver responsibly-managed and infrastructure-led growth in North Northamptonshire, including housing, education, leisure, transport, retail and business growth.  A government Minister, on a recent visit to Kettering, commended Kettering Borough Council on its management of growth in the area.


The Leader announced that following the recent Customer Service Excellence inspection, the Council had once again passed the annual inspection, gaining a further three 'compliance plus' accreditations making a current total of six such scores.  The inspector had noted that the Council had exceeded national standards in the following areas, emphasising staff attitudes and devotion to achieving excellent customer service:-

· Understanding customer needs

· Identifying and designing services for hard to reach and disadvantaged groups

· A corporate commitment to putting the customer at the heart of service delivery

· Information about services and how to access them

· Information to customers which meets their needs and preferences, using appropriate channels

· Making services easily accessible

14.C.69
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

None.
14.C.70
RIGHT TO SPEAK

Mr John Padwick indicated that he wished to raise a matter of urgency under Item 10 on the agenda in respect of consultation with young people on the Public Spaces Protection Order, as the public consultation period was due to end on 24th April 2015.

The Mayor advised Mr Padwick that he did not consider this to be a matter of urgency, and to contact the Council's officers regarding the consultation.
14.C.71
NOMINATION OF DEPUTY MAYOR
It was Proposed by Councillor Hakewill and Seconded by Councillor Henson and subsequently
RESOLVED
that, subject to re-election, Councillor Scott Edwards be nominated as Deputy Mayor for 2015/16.
(Voting: Unanimous)

14.C.72
CHANGING THE CONSTITUTION – AMENDMENT TO THE SCHEME OF DELEGATION

A report was submitted which sought approval to delegate authority to the Head of Democratic and Legal Services to amend the Scheme of Delegation to allow the Head of Development Services to designate neighbourhood plan areas in specific circumstances.
RESOLVED
that the Head of Democratic and Legal Services be authorised to amend the Scheme of Delegation to allow the Head of Development Services to designate neighbouhoood plan areas on the condition that the plan area is consistent with the Town or Parish Boundary and that there are no unresolved objections.
(Voting: Unanimous)
QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS
14.C.73
TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION

Councillor Maggie Don asked the Portfolio Holder for Regeneration the following question:-

"Has the portfolio holder for the proposed regeneration of Kettering town centre given any consideration to the impact of feral pigeons on this investment?"

The Portfolio Holder for Regeneration responded as follows:-
"A number of the regeneration projects within the town centre have involved moving and cleaning up after pigeons – most recently the Soan's Yard development is an example of this. Though it is clearly something that needs to be dealt with, this is on a case-by-case basis."
Councillor Don asked the following supplementary question:
"I feel this is a serious question. We are about to invest money in the town centre on various schemes such as new paving and street furniture. There are humane ways of dealing with pigeons, and we should look at ways of controlling them."
The Portfolio Holder for Regeneration responded as follows:
"I will note your comments and look into this problem as a matter of urgency".

14.C.74
CAR PARKING

Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked the Portfolio Holder for Finance the following question:-


"It was reported recently that the Government had revealed that Kettering Borough Council had made a profit of £350,000 on car parking in 2013-14. However, my question to the Council on 17th December 2014 revealed a profit of £270,000 for the same period. Who is right?"
The Portfolio Holder for Finance responded as follows:-

"The figures provided to Council on 17th December were correct."

Councillor Bullock then asked the following supplementary question:-

"Is Councillor Jelley aware that the government site says this is the profit? What is the correct figure? Is Councillor Jelley aware that Town Planning experts are of the opinion that car parking is the No. 1 issue that can boost town centre viability?"

The Deputy Leader responded as follows:-


"As far as I am aware, the figures quoted on 17th December are correct. I would remind you that this is the first administration since 1970 to reduce car parking charges."
14.C.75
EAST KETTERING LIAISON FORUM


Councillor Bullock asked the Deputy Leader of the Council the following question:-


"What attempts have been made to get the developers to attend the East Kettering Liaison Forum – they have been missing for the last three meetings?"


The Deputy Leader responded as follows:-


"All the members, parish councillors and stakeholders who form the East Kettering Liaison Forum are encouraged to attend the meetings; sadly some to not attend as often as we would like. Kettering Borough Council officers are in constant discussions with the developers and are able to convey their current positions to the Forum"

Councillor Bullock then asked the following supplementary question:-

"Would it be a good idea to make it a condition of planning permission that if a Forum is set up, attendance by developers is a condition?"


The Chair of the East Kettering Liaison Forum responded as follows:-


"The Forum is a type of scrutiny committee, and a place to discuss what is going on with the development. We cannot stipulate that a developer cannot build unless they attend."

14.C.76
EAST KETTERING DEVELOPMENT – SEWAGE CONTROL

Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked the Chair of the East Kettering Liaison Forum the following question:-


"Councillor Bunday promised at the last meeting to "follow up and liaise directly with Councillor Bullock on the issue of sewage control for the East Kettering development”. Is there any reason this hasn't happened?"


The Chair of East Kettering Liaison Forum responded as follows:-


"At the end of the last Council meeting I was informed by officers that Councillor Bullock had already arranged to meet with them to clarify the situation. I did not consider that duplication of work already done was appropriate."


Councillor Bullock asked the following supplementary question:-


"Can I ask that Sewage Control be a standing item on the East Kettering Liaison Forum agenda?"


The Chair of East Kettering Liaison Forum responded as follows:-


"Those who attend on a regular basis would know that sewage control is always on the agenda."
14.C.77
RURAL FORUM

Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked the Portfolio Holder for Finance the following question:-


"The Rural Forum has requested three times for the Portfolio Holder for Finance to attend its meeting to address concerns about Parish Council funding. Is there any reason this hasn't happened?
The Portfolio Holder for Finance responded as follows:-

"Yes. I had prior appointments and had sent my apologies to the meeting. I am informed that officers attended the meeting and provided information accordingly."

Councillor Bullock then asked the following supplementary question:-


"In future, please could another member of the Executive attend instead?"


The Portfolio Holder for Finance responded as follows:-


"I will take this on board."

14.C.78
EAST KETTERING DEVELOPMENT – NUMBER OF HOUSES

Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked the Deputy Leader the following question:-


"Would the Executive be more comfortable with 2,700 houses in the East Kettering development than 5,500?"
The Deputy Leader responded as follows:-

"The Kettering Borough Council Planning Committee granted outline approval for 5,500 houses in the East Kettering Development. The Executive Committee is not part of that process."

Councillor Bullock then asked the following supplementary question:-


"It is not just a decision of the Planning Committee. If we don't lobby for the millions needed for the development, do you not feel 2,700 is more manageable and a better idea?"


The Chair of the East Kettering Liaison Forum responded as follows:-


"The situation is that one school building is now being built. We have always stipulated that infrastructure must come before development and we will not allow more properties to be built than there is infrastructure to support them."

14.C.79
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

RESOLVED
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended).

(At this juncture, the Chief Executive, the Head of Democratic and Legal Services and the Committee Administrator left the meeting room)
14.C.80
REPORT OF THE APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE

(REPORT ONE)

A report was submitted which set out recommendations from the Appointments Committee in respect of staffing issues. This report was one of three reports dealing with inter-linked matters After a debate about the impact of these proposals and the way in which they would ultimately be communicated, the recommendations of the Appointments Committee were approved.
(Voting: For the recommendations: 28; 

Against the recommendations: 0; Not Voting 1)
(The Chief Executive re-joined the meeting at this point)
14.C. 81
REPORT OF THE APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE 


(REPORT TWO)


A report was submitted which set out recommendations from the Appointments Committee in respect of staffing and related issues. This report was the second of three reports dealing with inter-linked matters.  After a debate about the impact of the proposals, and the necessity of equipping the Council to meet the challenges of the future, the recommendations of the Appointments Committee were approved, with one amendment referring a matter to the Employment Committee in due course.

(Voting: For the recommendations: 29)
(Unanimous)
(At this point, the Council moved back into public session)

14.C.82
REPORT OF THE APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE 


(REPORT THREE – FLEXIBLE RESOURCING) 

A report was submitted which set out recommendations from the Appointments Committee in respect of asset management and meetings arrangements. The report was linked to the two previous items but dealt with matters which were not exempt.  In particular the report built on developments to the Council’s financial strategy recently approved by the Executive Committee, changes to political governance arrangements in step with the new financial strategy and developments in the professional leadership arrangements to support a greater emphasis on commercial returns and self-sufficiency.  It addressed the need to ensure officer-member dynamics worked particularly well in future and proposed ways to streamline meeting arrangements, asset management and officer/member training and member induction.

The recommendations committed the Council to examine in more detail, after May 2015, the way in which it would implement the changes being proposed.


Cllr Jelley moved and Cllr Bunday seconded that in respect of recommendation 6.2 (b) it should read 

“that members commit to review the start and end times for main committee meetings”

(Voting: For the amendment: 29)

(Unanimous)


Cllr Bellamy moved and Cllr Adams seconded that recommendation 6.3 (B) be agreed instead of recommendation 6.3 (A)

(Voting: For the proposal 29)

(Unanimous)


It was noted that implementation of all the changes detailed below would be considered by an all-party working group (s)  formed after the May elections.

It was accordingly unanimously 
RESOLVED that:-
i) The Council endorse the following in respect of Asset Management arrangements:-
a. That, following the Council elections, senior councillors of all groups consider collectively the best method of ensuring  appropriate governance arrangements for asset investment and optimisation 
b. In the meantime, an Asset Optimisation Sub Committee be established comprising senior members
c. That such a body be established to facilitate wider membership
d. That such a body comprise members appointed by position (i.e. the Leader, Deputy Leader, Finance Portfolio holder) and senior members of other groups 
e. That the report template for the Asset Optimisation Sub Committee explicitly reflects and addresses the stewardship  requirements of Section 123 of the 1972 Local Government Act- requirement to secure best value from public assets. 

ii) The Council endorse the following in respect of meeting arrangements:-
a. That the standard report template for all committees be changed in line with (i)(e) above
b. that members commit to review the start and end times for main committee meetings
c. that all senior members and officers together undertake training on optimising their collective effectiveness. 

iii) That approval of the revised induction programme, attached to the report, be delegated to the Member Development Group. 

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 9.15 pm)

Signed …………………………….
The Mayor
AI/MH

(Council No. 10)

22.4.15


