
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Meeting held: 15th April 2015
Present:
Councillor Christopher Lamb (Chair)


Councillors Michael Brown, Lloyd Bunday, Ian Jelley, Jan Smith and Derek Zanger

Also Present
Councillor Michael Tebbutt
14.EX.96
APOLOGIES



Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mark Dearing and Russell Roberts
14.EX.97
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None
14.EX.98
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 18th March 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record.
(NB: Councillor Michael Brown proposed an amendment to the minutes in relation to Minute No.14.EX.90. However, it was felt that the amendment related to discussions at a future  meeting.  The amendment, having not been seconded, therefore fell and the original wording of the minute was agreed.  Councillor Brown asked that he be sent a copy of the agenda for the future meeting when the issues under consideration were to be discussed.)

14.EX.99
THE COUNCIL'S WORK PROGRAMME

The Council's Draft Work Programme to be published on 28th April 2015 was noted, having been previously emailed to members.

14.EX.100
DELIVERING OUR TOWN CENTRES

A report was submitted which:
· looked back at the hugely successful Easter Activities
· provided an update on a new Business Information Pack being developed for local businesses 
· delivered a round-up of progress on key projects within Kettering Town Centre


The report was supplemented by a presentation.


In discussion, Members welcomed the report and the progress being made on Kettering Town Centre projects.


It was noted that the bollards currently being installed in Kettering Town Centre were generally being received well by members of the public, although there were some concerns regarding access for disabled people. It was noted that more disabled parking bays were being installed.

Work on the new bus shelters was expected to commence in June or July, with completion scheduled for the first week in September.  The arrival of Pep & Co in the Newlands Centre was welcomed, as it would bring more people into the town centre and had already attracted further private investment and interest.


It was noted that there had been some delay to road improvements to improve traffic flow at the Northampton Road/Sheep Street junction. However, new designs were being looked at by the Northamptonshire Highways 

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Executive congratulate those involved on another successful Easter period – jam packed with exciting and creative events that has brought people into the Town Centre;


(ii)
the work being done on producing a Business Information Pack be supported, and the many ways the Council supports existing and new businesses within the Borough be recognised; and


(iii)
the updates on the regeneration projects within the Town Centre be noted.
.
14.EX.101
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET

A report was submitted which:-
· reminded Members of the Council’s medium term financial strategy and associated guiding principles; 
· illustrated the latest budget model, the delivery of efficiency savings for 2015/16 and the estimated level of budget savings that may e required over the next few years; and

· agreed the high level budget process for 2016/17

Discussion ensued on the effect of lower fuel costs on the budget position.  It was noted that there were benefits, but a downside was that recycling credits were reduced as a lower price for commodities was being received, which resulted in savings in some areas and adverse figures in others.
RESOLVED

that:


(i)
the Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy and associated guiding principles be noted;

(ii)
the budget process for 2016/17 as outlined in the report be approved; and


(iii)
the delivery of efficiency savings for 2014/15 and 2015/16 be noted.

14.EX.102
DESIGNATION OF NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA – MAWSLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

A report was submitted which:

· informed Members of the consultation on the Mawsley Neighbourhood Plan Area designation and asked Members to designate the Parish of Mawsley as the Mawsley Neighbourhood Plan Area; and

· asked Members to consider amending the Scheme of Delegation to delegate authority to the Head of Development services to designate neighbourhood plan areas in specific circumstances


It was noted that once a Neighbourhood Plan was made, it would still relate to the designated area, even if further areas were added to parishes in the future. Should boundaries change, then a review to amend the boundary would be sought.

Members noted that the Neighbourhood Plan (General) Regulations 2012 had recently been amended, with the amendment coming into force in February 2015. This amendment had introduced a requirement for the local authority to determine an application for a neighbourhood plan area application within a number of prescribed dates, which would make it difficult should these dates not coincide with the committee cycle.  One way to remedy this would be to designate authority to the Head of Development Services to designate neighbourhood plan areas in certain circumstances.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the consultation on the Mawsley Neighbourhood Plan Area be noted and the Parish of Mawsley be designated as the Mawsley Neighbourhood Plan Area; and


(ii)
it be recommended to Council that the Scheme of Delegation be amended to delegate authority to the Head of Development Services to designate neighbourhood plan areas on the condition that the plan area is consistent with the Town or Parish Boundary and that there are no resolved objections.

(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 7.40 pm)

Signed ……………………………………………….

Chair

AI
Executive Committee No. 4
15.4.15

