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	1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

To consider amending the Scheme of Delegation to delegate authority to the Head of Development Services to designate neighbourhood plan areas in specific circumstances.


2.
BACKGROUND
2.1 Neighbourhood Planning is part of the Government’s initiative to empower local communities to take forward planning proposals at a local level. This is outlined in Section 116 of the Localism Act. Neighbourhood plans, once made, will form part of the Development Plan.
2.2 The Localism Act requires that neighbourhood plans are in “general conformity with the strategic policies in the local development plan”. Neighbourhood plans will therefore need to be in general conformity with the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy and any subsequent review. Neighbourhood plans also need to have regard to national policy and be compatible with EU and human rights obligations.
2.3 The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 require that when preparing a neighbourhood plan the relevant body apply to the local planning authority to designate the neighbourhood plan area. 
2.4 Section 5(1) of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 requires that an application for designation of a neighbourhood area is made by a relevant body. The definition of a relevant body is set out in section 61G(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as:
· a parish council; or 
· an organisation or body which is, or is capable of being, designated as a neighbourhood forum (on the assumption that, for this purpose, the specified area is designated as a neighbourhood area).
2.5 The 2012 Regulations require local authorities to consult people who live, work or carry out business in the area to which the area application relates. Where the application is made by a Parish Council and the proposed area covers the whole of the area of the Parish Council this consultation is for a period of at least 4 weeks. Recent amendments to the regulations made earlier in 2015 (outlined further in Section 4) have introduced a requirement that any application must also be determined within 8 weeks of the date that the application is first publicised.
When considering the proposed area the Localism Act requires that the specified   area:

(a) 
in the case of an application by a parish council, must be one that consists of or includes the whole or any part of the area of the council, and 

(b) 
in the case of an application by an organisation or body, must not be one that consists of or includes the whole or any part of the area of a parish council.
2.6 Local authorities need to consider how desirable it is to designate the whole of the parish area as a neighbourhood area and how desirable it is to maintain the existing areas already designated as neighbourhood areas.
2.7 This report discusses the recent amendments to the Neighbourhood Plan Regulations as highlighted above and the implications these have for the Council.
3. AMENDMENT TO NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
2.8 Members will note that as highlighted in paragraph 2.5 the Neighbourhood Plan (General) Regulations 2012 were amended by the Neighbourhood Planning (General) (Amendment) Regulations 2015 which came into force on 9 February 2015. This amendment has introduced a requirement for the local authority to determine an application for a neighbourhood plan area application within  a number of prescribed dates as follows:
(i)
Where the application relates to two or more local authorities, the date 20 weeks from when the application is first published.

(ii)
Where the application is made by a parish council and the application relates to the whole area of the parish council, the date 8 weeks from when the application is first published.

(iii)
In all other cases, the date 13 weeks from when the application is first published.

2.9 Within these time frames, the local authority needs to publicise the application to enable representations to be made. Where the application is made by a parish council and the application relates to the whole area of the parish council the period for representations should be not less than four weeks from the date of first publication and in other cases not less than six weeks from the date of the first publication.
2.10 In instances when the application is made by a parish council and the application relates to the whole area of the parish council the period for determining the application is short. This may prove challenging when taking into account the necessary public consultation and the time required for the report to be presented to Executive Committee; particularly if the dates of the committee do not relate well to the date the application is submitted.
2.11 In order to ensure that any further applications for designations are processed in a timely manner, at its meeting held on 15th April 2015 the Executive Committee will be asked to consider amending the Scheme of Delegation and recommending this to Council. It is proposed that  the scheme could delegate  authority to the Head of Development Services to designate neighbourhood plan areas under the following circumstances:
(i)
Where the application is made by a town or parish council and the application relates to the whole area of the town or parish council; and
(ii)
There are no unresolved objections to the neighbourhood plan area designation.
3.5
At the time of publication of this report, the Executive Committee had not yet met to consider the amendment. The recommendation of the Executive Committee will be reported at the meeting.

5.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS

None.

FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS


None.
	6.     RECOMMENDATION

That the Head of Democratic and Legal Services be authorised to amend the Scheme of Delegation to allow the Head of Development Services to designate neighbourhood plan areas on the condition that the plan area is consistent with the Town or Parish Boundary and that there are no unresolved objections.
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