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3 INTRODUCTION
3.1 Over the last 10 years the number of wind farms and solar farms has increased across the country and within the Borough specifically. This trend is likely to continue given Government policy that advocates renewable technologies and increasing pressure in terms of energy demand.
3.2 It has become common practice for wind farms to provide a ‘Community Benefit Fund’ to the local community as a way of ensuring that there is a wider benefit from having the installation within their vicinity, and to encourage sustainable use of energy.   
3.3 The number of proposals that have either received planning permission, or are in the planning process currently, means that a Borough-wide approach should be adopted. The following list, which is not exhaustive, gives an example of the spread and number of proposals:
- Burton Wold Wind Farm Northern Extension

- Burton Wold Wind Farm Southern Extension

- New Albion Wind Farm

- Gaultney Farm Solar

- Eckland Lodge Solar Farm

- Desborough Airfield Solar Farm

- Kettering Energy Park
3.4 At present Kettering Borough Council does not have an adopted policy on how to approach these Community Benefit Funds – they have been dealt with on an ad-hoc basis as developments have come forward.
3.5 This report proposes that a Borough-wide ‘Renewables Fund’ is created – into which will flow the funding from all the various installations around the Borough, and out of which will flow community benefits to parish and town councils, residents, community groups and business across the Borough. The effect of this is to provide a larger pot for people to bid into, whilst enabling a more efficient administration process to deliver it. Under the current arrangement each smaller fund is likely to be one of ever diminishing utility – as the amounts bid for are less (due to the size of each funding pot) and the number of projects decreases as time goes on – due to a lower number of people, organisations and groups that are able to make bids (due to the location-specific set-up).
3.6 Members will be aware of the Burton Wold Community Fund, which was established when the original wind farm was erected. This has been in operation for a number of years, and has led to some great projects being realised – community buildings have been retrofitted with energy efficiency measures, residential properties and businesses have received loan funding for micro-renewable installations on roof tops, etc. The Burton Wold Community Fund is location specific, in that it provides solely for those people, groups and businesses that exist within Burton Latimer. Our experience of this fund suggests that finding a sufficient number of bids to spend the annual figure is not possible due to the confined geography specified. 
3.7 Having a single fund for the whole Borough might, if Members were so minded, enable us to provide priority to those areas most affected, whilst also enabling us to ensure that the full benefit of the fund is spent. Moreover, if KBC was the accounting body, parish and town councils would be able to bid into the fund – something that is not possible in the Burton Wold Community Fund as Burton Latimer Town Council has a role in the decision making process. An arrangement like this might be one way of ensuring that a suitable number of projects, of a suitable community value, came forward.
3.8 Though the renewables industry is a relatively immature one, it is becoming to recognise the importance of having industry standards. One such standard has been developed by RenewableUK in collaboration with the Department for Energy and Climate Change. This sets the level and extent of community funds for the Wind Power sector to accord with; for example a set annual sum for every MW of energy generated. Though this report does not seek to deliver the full detail of what the Renewables Fund could, or indeed should, look like – it seems logical that this Protocol forms the basis for the Renewables Fund and KBC negotiations with developers. 
3.9 It is proposed that a similar principle be applied to other renewable energy installations, principally solar farms. The provision for solar farms will likely be a smaller sum per MW per year than wind, as it is generally considered that solar farms are less intrusive on the communities that enable them to be delivered.
4 PROPOSED CRITERIA

4.1 If Members approve in principle to the notion of a Borough-wide Renewables Fund, we will bring further details back to the Committee in early summer. This will establish how the administration of the fund might work, along with some proposed criteria to judge bids against and information about the amount of money we would expect to receive from developments.

4.2 Cranford and Burton Latimer Parish Councils have already formally approached the Borough Council to set out that their preference would be that they administer funds themselves and that the funds generated by installations within their parish boundaries should be confined entirely to expenditure within their parish. Rushton Parish Council is believed to take the same view. 
3 POLICY IMPLICATIONS AND USE OF RESOURCES
3.1 The proposed fund is in line with existing policies.
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The purpose of this report is to seek approval in principle for the establishment of a Borough-wide Renewables Fund

















4	RECOMMENDATIONS





That the Executive Committee: 





Endorses the in-principle proposal of a Borough-wide Renewables Fund; and





Seeks further information on the process involved in administering it, along with proposed criteria to determine bids against

















