
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

A6 TOWNS FORUM
Meeting held: 4th February 2015
Present:
Councillor Jan Smith (KBC/BLTC) (Chair)

Councillor Allan Matthews (DTC/NCC) (Deputy Chair)

Councillor Mike Tebbutt (KBC/DTC)


Councillor Derek Zanger (KBC/BLTC)


Councillor Ruth Groome (BLTC/KBC)


Councillor Christopher Groome (BLTC/NCC)


Councillor Mark Dearing (KBC/DTC)


Councillor Russell Roberts (BSPC/KBC)


Councillor June Derbyshire (DTC/KBC)


Councillor James Hakewill (NCC)

Also Present:
Martin Hammond (Kettering Borough Council)


Simon Richardson (Kettering Borough Council)


Dean Mitchell (Kettering Borough Council)


Sgt Eddie McDonald (Northants Police)


Anne Ireson (Committee Administrator – KBC)
14.A6TF.49
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors David Watson, Margaret Harris, David Soans, Roger Knight, Margaret Talbot and Ian Jelley.
14.A6TF.50
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the A6 Towns Forum held on 26th November 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair subject to a correction to the first question on Page 4 in respect of the Trinity Church being situated in Rothwell.
14.A6TF.51
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Hakewill declared a personal prejudicial interest in any discussions relating to land at Braybrooke.

14.A6TF.52
POLICE STATISTICS AND COMMUNITY SAFETY


Sergeant Eddie McDonald of Northamptonshire Police attended the meeting to present the police statistics for the period January 2014 to December 2014.


Although crime had increased in Kettering Town, the statistics in respect of the A6 Towns showed less of an increase.  Of particular concern were:
· Theft from Shops

· Violence, including Domestic Violence

· Theft of Motor Vehicles

· Theft of Fuel

Reductions had been recorded in respect of Theft from Motor Vehicles and Burglary (Dwellings).


There had been a recent change in the way violent crimes were reported, with a new requirement to record historic reports of violent crime, which had impacted on the statistics, particularly in respect of Domestic Violence.


Two successful countywide operations in respect of Drug Dealing had recently taken place.


Councillor Russell Roberts advised the Forum that the police customer services desk in the Council's reception area had now opened.  


Following a question as to the possibility of local authorities funding the installation of Automatic Number Plate Recognition cameras, linked into the police system, Sgt McDonald agreed to look into this, and also the issue of funding. It was noted that there were a number of fixed ANPR sites in the county, although there were currently none in the A6 towns.  Before determining suitable sites, a survey was carried out.  Following a survey of the A14 at Rothwell, it was concluded that there had been very few hits of concern or interest, and therefore it was not considered to be an effective use of resources to site a camera in this location at this time.


Sgt McDonald was thanked for his attendance.

14.A6TF.53
BUDGET PROPOSALS 2015/16


A report was submitted for information which outlined the key issues in relation to Kettering Borough Council's draft budgets for 2015/16, which had been considered by the Council's Executive Committee on 14th January 2015.  As part of the consultation process, comments were sought from the three geographic forums.  It was noted that the Budget Consultation Meeting had been held on 22nd January 2015.


Comments made by the forums would be reported to the Executive Committee on 18th February and to Full Council on 25th February, when the Council Tax for 2015/16 would be set.


It was noted that £1.3m of savings for 2014/15 had been identified and realised: in 2015/16 savings of £1.6m had been identified and there was a high degree of confidence that these savings would be realised.  Projections for 2016/17 and beyond had been made based on current assumptions and risks and pressures in the medium term.


One question was asked as follows:-

	Question
	Answer



	Northamptonshire County Council has identified savings of £7m.  Have these savings been taken into account and reflected in Kettering Borough Council's budget?

Councillor Allan Matthews (DTC and NCC)
	No.

(Dean Mitchell – KBC)


14.A6TF.54
UPDATE ON PROGRESS OF KETTERING DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENTS


A report was submitted which updated members of the Forum with regard to the progress being made on the North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy review and Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document, which were both being prepared.


Members of the Forum were urged to read and comment on the Joint Core Strategy document, which was currently being reviewed to take account of progress and to extend the plan period up to 2031.  The draft review plan had now been published for public consultation and would be submitted to the Secretary of State in the spring of 2015 for formal examination.


The Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document would include identification of sites for housing, employment, gypsy and traveller accommodation, recreation and other land uses.  In addition, it would contain policies relating to specific areas such as Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer town centres.  It was anticipated that the draft plan would be published for consultation late in the summer of 2015 and submitted to the Secretary of State in the winter of 2015/16.

In discussion, it was noted that the Joint Planning Committee had discussed the Joint Core Strategy review document at length and one area of note was in the quality and size of new properties, which was included in the Housing element of the document.  The importance of green infrastructure had also been highlighted.


It was noted that all members of the Planning Policy Committee had received copies of the Joint Core Strategy document, with copies available to substitute members on request.  Town and Parish Councils had also been allocated a copy.


It was also noted that other related documents that remained outstanding in preparing the Site Specific Proposals LDD, for example the Gypsy and Traveller allocation document, would be brought to a conclusion so that a joined up policy approach could be provided for public consultation prior to examination by the Secretary of State.


In respect of fibre optic communication connections to new build properties, it was noted that incorporating superfast broadband into development as a matter of course would be of great benefit.  It was agreed that this point would be followed up to ensure superfast broadband was included in the document where possible.  (N.B. Superfast broadband is referenced in Policy 10: Provision of Infrastructure of the Joint Core Strategy as one of the means by which developers should deliver infrastructure in support of development.)

The Planning Policy team was thanked for the update to the Forum and for their ongoing work in relation to both documents.   It was noted that town and parish councils would be able to comment on the Joint Core Strategy review document online, and copies were available for members of the public to inspect both online and in local libraries, as well as at the council offices.


The Chair of the Forum urged all members to look at the document and make comments online.

RESOLVED
that updates on progress of both the Joint Core Strategy review and Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document, which were currently under preparation, be noted.

14.A6TF.55
COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY UPDATE


A report was submitted which updated members of the Forum on Kettering Borough Council's proposed approach to the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).


It was noted that a report had first been considered by the Planning Policy Committee in November 2013, when CIL had been put on hold.  A further report had been considered by the Planning Policy Committee on 28th January 2015, when it was resolved that:-

"the Council put a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) for the Borough on hold, and review the implications of this decision in light of further changes in regulations; the results of any case law on pooling; or following adoption of the Joint Core Strategy."

Following debate on the effect of CIL, particularly on large developments and the impact on Kettering Borough Council, it was noted that a degree of caution had been urged in that no case law on pooling yet existed.  The implications of the decision of the Planning Policy Committee would be reviewed in the light of further changes in regulations, the results of any case law on pooling or following adoption of the Joint Core Strategy.

RESOLVED
that the contents of the report be noted.

14.A6TF.56
STREET LIGHTING



Following the update provided at the last meeting of the Forum, it was noted that work had now commenced on replacing street lighting columns in various areas of the Borough, including Desborough and Barton Seagrave.

Town Councils were urged to contact Balfour Beatty prior to wiring of the columns if connections were required for Christmas lights.  It was important to act quickly in this respect as retro-fitting of connections would be very expensive.
14.A6TF.57
LIAISON WITH TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILS


A report was submitted which updated the Forum on the work undertaken with the Northamptonshire County Association of Local Councils (Northants CALC).


It was noted that Danny Moody of Northants CALC would be in attendance at the meeting of the Rural Forum on 5th February in respect of a suggestion that there may be advantages if the A6 Towns and the Rural Forum were to amalgamate.


Members of the Forum were urged to give feedback on the suggestions.

14.A6TF.58
FEEDBACK FROM OTHER FORUMS


Councillor Michael Tebbutt gave the following feedback from the Kettering Town Forum:-

· KettFest (Kettering Festival) would take place on 6th/7th June 2015

· The Women's Cycle Race final stage would be hosted in Kettering on 19th June 2015

· Sgt Simon Lloyd had taken over responsibility for Kettering and had attended the meeting

There was no feedback from the Rural Forum as the representative was not present at the meeting.

14.A6TF.59
NEWSROUND

· Desborough Civic Service would be held on Sunday, 8th February at 10.00 am

· The Burton Latimer Mayor's Charity Dinner would be held on 14th March 2015 at Wellingborough Golf Club.

14.A6TF.60
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The provisional date of the next meeting was noted as 24th June 2015.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.20 pm)

Signed…………………………………………..

Chair

AI
(A6 Towns Forum No. 4)
4.2.15

