
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

BUDGET CONSULTATION

Meeting held: 22nd January 2015
Present:
Councillor Ian Jelley (Chair)

Councillors Adams, Bayes, Bishop, Brown, Bunday, Dearing, Don, Groome, Hales, Henson, Lamb, Lynch, Marks, Moreton, Roberts, Talbot, Tebbutt, Watts, West and Zanger

Cllr Robin Shrive
Broughton Parish Council


Mr John Kellett
Federation of Small Businesses


Cllr Bruce Squires
Stoke Albany Parish Council


Cllr Richard Barnwell
Cransley and Mawsley Parish Councils


Mr Mike Sawford
Independent Member

Cllr Mark Rowley
Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley

  
    Parish Council


Cllr Fergus Macdonald
Burton Latimer Town Council


Cllr Andrew Macredie
Pytchley Parish Council


Mr Prosper Kuveya
Churches Together


Ms Jane Calcott
Churches Together


Cllr Mick Scrimshaw
Northamptonshire County Council


Mr Laurence Humphries
Resident


Cllr Hayley Fountain
Broughton Parish Council


Ms Anne Lee
Resident, Pipers Hill Ward


Mr Richard Bowles
Resident, Pipers Hill Ward


Cllr Fred West
Harrington Parish Council


Cllr Carl Ward
Loddington Parish Council


Ch Insp Dennis Murray
Northamptonshire Police


Insp Adam Ward
Northamptonshire Police


Mr Tom Kelly
CPRE


Mr Brent Woodford
Tenants' Forum


Mr Brian Kimpton
Tenants' Forum


Mr Martyn Lund
Tenants' Forum


Mr Jim French
Tenants' Forum


Cllr Christopher Groome
Northamptonshire County Council

14.BC.01
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Hollobone (Kettering Borough Council), Cllrs Jim Harker and Bill Parker (Northamptonshire County Council), Ms Sophie Morgan (Northamptonshire Police), Mr Daniel Oladejo (Environment Agency), Cllr David Howes (Desborough Town Council), Cllr Dr Paul Wharin (Warkton Parish Council), Cllr Wilson (Rothwell Town Council), Cllr Nick Roberts (Thorpe Malsor Parish Council) Mr Alan Meninick (Ise Lodge Community Association) and Cllr Mary Rust (Broughton Parish Council)
14.BC.02
WELCOME


The Chair welcomed members of local organisations, members of the public and councillors to the meeting and introduced Members and officers.  

A summary of proposals contained within the budget was given, which included:-

· The need to become more self-sufficient in the future

· Retaining a 0% Council Tax increase in 2015/16

· No cuts to frontline services

· No cuts to voluntary sector funding

· Car Park Charges – the reduced fees and free days that were introduced last year would continue at that level for a further year. 
· Redevelopment of Soans Yard

· One-way system in Eskdaill Street to become two-way

· Further use of the Big Screen for events

· £250,000 in the Capital Programme for controlled pedestrian areas in the town centre, including the introduction of a bollard system
· £40,000 for the community fund, supplemented by local investment
14.BC.03
INTERACTIVE BUDGET CONSULTATION


An interactive presentation was given which provided a comprehensive briefing on the Council’s draft budget and the key issues under consideration. The presentation was facilitated by The Chair, the Deputy Chief Executive, the Acting Head of Finance and the Principal Accountant.

Following the interactive presentation, an opportunity for individual questions was given. Questions asked, answers given and comments made are summarised below:-
	Item / Issue
	Summary of Response Given



	There appears to be no provision for single temporary accommodation for the homeless at the moment.  Lots of people are homeless and there is nowhere for them to be accommodated. What is being done?
What is happening with the SWEP money when temperature temporarily drops below zero?

Kettering does not have a night shelter.  There is one in Corby run by St Judes. A number of properties are empty. Is there any reason why Kettering cannot have a building for this purpose? There are volunteers who are willing to help staff such a facility in Kettering.

(Ms Jane Calcott – Churches Together)
	The Council is looking at proposals to provide temporary accommodation in Kettering. Further details will be available in a report due to be considered by the Executive in February.
£8,000 is included in the budget for emergency provision for the homeless. SWEP forms part of that sum.
The Council has a preventative approach to homelessness. Details of this will form part of the report to the Executive Committee on 18th February. The reports will be publicly available on the Council's website. 

(Mark Dickenson – Acting Head of Finance)



	What does the sum for Central Support Services cover? This figure seems very high, and amounts to 40% of the total budget.

(Cllr Fergus Macdonald – Burton Latimer Town Council)
	Central Support Service costs represent the cost of supporting frontline services.

Legislation requires that the Council reflects the costs of delivering services in its budget. These costs form part of every budget and the Council looks to make savings where possible.  It covers a large amount of areas. 
The Classification of ‘central support costs’ is prescribed by regulations 
(Mark Dickenson – Acting Head of Finance)




	I would question a proposed 0% increase in Council Tax.  It will become increasingly difficult to balance the books in future years. Would it not be better to have a small increase to avoid a larger one later on?  This represents a burden on tenants.
(Brent Woodford – Tenants' Forum)

	We are looking to becoming more commercial in future. We do not want to lose control, so we are looking at generating funds in a different way.
(Councillor Russell Roberts – Leader of the Council) 
Decisions on the General Fund are totally separate to those taken in relation to the Housing Revenue Account. There is no correlation.
(Graham Soulsby – Deputy Chief Executive)


	What is meant by the Council becoming more commercial in future? It is a term that is also referred to in the report.

(Richard Bowles – Resident of Pipers Hill Ward)
	Kettering Borough Council is looking at a number of potential opportunites including the possibility of entering the renewable enegy market.. If we are involved in providing energy, we would want to take some of the surplus, and any profit made would help the Council’s budget position.
(Councillor Russell Roberts – Leader of the Council)



	Will the Council investigate government initiatives to build more Council houses?
(John Kellett – Federation of Small Businesses)
	This is something Kettering Borough Council wants to do.
(Councillor Russell Roberts – Leader of the Council)

	Of all the savings made this financial year, how much has been passed down to the parishes? Are the precepts being increased? We are being advised that savings are to be passed down to Parish Councils. 

(Councillor Mark Rowley – Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley Parish Council)
	None of the specific savings that KBC are making in 2015/16 will result in a financial burden being passed onto Town or Parish Councils. 
We will collect the whole amount of precepts set by Parishes and give the whole amount back to parishes..

 (Mark Dickenson – Acting Head of Finance and Russell Roberts – Leader of the Council)




	What happens to the interest on Section 106 money that is held in the bank? What does the Council do with it?
(Councillor Fergus Macdonald – Burton Latimer Town Council)


	Any interest earned overall on balances is held in our account to help the overall cash situation.  Interest is not credited back to individual funds..

(Graham Soulsby – Deputy Chief Executive)

	Northamptonshire County Council is making cuts to their accounts and has overspent.  Will this have any effect on Kettering Borough Councils future budgeting?

(Brent Woodford – Tenants' Forum)
	We are dealing purely with the Kettering Borough Council budget. We are obviously a part of Northamptonshire but Kettering Borough Council stands as described. We aim to keep, and maintain, a balanced budget.
(Councillor Russell Roberts – Leader of the Council)
Sometimes when Northamptonshire County Council make decisions to cut or change the way it delivers certain services, this can impact on Kettering Borough Council.  There are guiding principles contained in the Executive report – for example, if the County Council cuts services, KBC will not step in to provide these services and thus provide substitute funding.  In practice, if there is a knock-on effect, Kettering Borough Council would identify this and try to have a conversation with the County Council,

(Graham Soulsby – Deputy Chief Executive)



	If funding for vulnerable adults was cut, would Kettering Borough Council just ignore this?

There are lots of people in supported living and hospital care is changing to care in the community. It is a city council and county council responsibility, but if this is a statutory obligation would you not challenge this?
(Mr Laurence Humphries – Resident of Pipers Hill Ward)
	If it was a statutory responsibility of Kettering Borough Council we would provide the service. We would not provide the service if it was a statutory responsibility of the County Council.

A Council can change the way it delivers services, but it remains that organisation's responsibility.

(Graham Soulsby – Deputy Chief Executive)


Following the question and answer session, the Chair thanked everyone for attending and making comments.  The budget timetable was explained and it was noted that the budget would be set at the meeting of the Full Council to be held on 25th February 2015, when the Council Tax for 2015/16 would be set.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.00 pm)

Signed…………………………………………..

Chair
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