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2.
INTRODUCTION
2.1 The Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (SSP LDD), when adopted, will form part of the statutory North Northamptonshire Development Plan.  The document will cover the whole Borough with the exception of issues addressed in the Joint Core Strategy and the Kettering Town Centre Area Action Plan. 
2.2 The SSP LDD will include the identification of sites for housing, employment, gypsy and traveller accommodation, recreation and other land uses.  In addition, it will contain policies relating to specific areas such as Rothwell, Desborough and Burton Latimer town centres.  The plan may also contain policies relating to topics of design, affordable housing and protection of the open countryside.
2.3 Members will recall that a series of papers have previously been reported to the Planning Policy Committee including the development of different options to be covered by the SSP LDD, based on the emerging evidence base and the results of early engagement with the public and other stakeholders on these matters.  (Refer to list of dates and papers at the end of this report.)
2.4 The Core Spatial Strategy is currently subject to a review to take account of progress and to extend the plan period from 2021 to 2031.  At the same time the context for plan making has changed significantly in the last few years.  This has included the revocation of the Regional Plan; the introduction of Neighbourhood Planning; publication of the National Planning Policy Framework and Planning Practice Guidance.  
2.5 Added to this, whilst considerable progress was made on both the LDD and Core Spatial Strategy review between 2009 and 2012, delays were subsequently experienced pending the outcome of the Rushden Lakes planning appeal decision.  The completion of the review JCS is now the highest priority as this is the part of the Development Plan that sets out the strategic policies and most importantly will set out the revised housing and employment development targets.  This document sets out the development principles for a number of strategic sites and development management policies to ensure that development can be delivered.
2.6 For the reasons set out above, it has been necessary to pause the progress on the SSP LDD until the Joint Core Strategy review has reached a more advanced stage.  The pre-submission version of the review JCS is currently subject to public consultation. Submission of the JCS to the Secretary of State is expected to take place this spring, with Formal Examination later in the summer.  It is anticipated that adoption of the JCS will occur before the end of the year. It is, therefore, now appropriate to recommence work on the SSP LDD.  
3. SITE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS LDD PROPOSED TIMETABLE
3.1 A timetable for the preparation of the remaining stages of the SSP LDD is set out below.  The revised timescales take account of the likely dates for completing the JCS review, ensuring that the LDD will be in conformity with this document.  
	Timetable for preparation - Site Specific Proposals Local Development Plan


	Date
	Stage and tasks

	January - June 2015
	Prepare draft plan:
· Review evidence base. 

· Draft policies and proposals, including preparing draft list of sites for allocation.

· Report on outstanding issues and draft plan content to Planning Policy Committee.


	Late summer 2015
	Publication and consultation of draft ‘pre-submission version’ plan document. To include 6 week public consultation.



	Winter 2015/16
	Submission of draft plan to Secretary of State for Independent Examination.



	Winter 2015/16 to Spring 2016
	Independent Examination stage. 

(N.B. whole process can take around six months from Submission to receipt of Inspector’s Report)


	Summer 2016
	Receipt of Inspector’s Report and finalising of plan.



	September 2016
	Adoption of plan by Full Council.




3.2 The SSP LDD, once adopted, will form part of the complement of planning policy documents for Kettering Borough as explained in Section 2.1 and provide full policy coverage for best managing and directing growth for the area.  Regular monitoring of the new LDD will be carried out as it will be important to assess the success of the policies and proposals developed, and review and revise the plan, as necessary. 
4.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
4.1
The draft SSP LDD will be subject to public consultation in due course.  Prior to this, Members will be asked to agree the contents of the plan and the format of the consultation to be undertaken.
5.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
5.1 The SSP LDD will form part of the North Northamptonshire Development Plan and will guide the provision of sustainable growth in Kettering Borough.
6.
USE OF RESOURCES
6.1
The preparation of the SSP LDD contained in this report will be met within the existing Development Services Planning Policy budget.

Previous Reports/Minutes:

Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Issues Paper 

Date: 1st September 2009 

Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Update on Progress 

Date: 31st August 2010 

Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Background Papers and Consultation Proposals 

Date: 4th October 2011 

Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Options Paper Consultation 

Date: 22nd February 2012 

Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Options Paper 

Date: 4th September 2012 

Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Options Paper 

Date: 13th September 2012 

Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Housing Allocations Paper 

Date: 30th September 2013
Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Housing Allocations Assessment Of Additional Sites And Update Consultation
Date: 30th January 2014

Ref: Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document – Historically and Visually Important Open Space Background Paper

Date: 31st July 2014
Background Papers

Examining Local Plans Procedural Practice – The Planning Inspectorate (December 2013 – 3rd Edition V2).

Contact Officer: Carry Murphy – Development Team Leader (Planning Policy)
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To inform Members of the proposed timetable and tasks for the preparation of the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document. 





7.	RECOMMENDATION





	It is recommended that Members agree the timescales for the preparation of the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document.












