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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
In 2011 the Council adopted the North Northamptonshire Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). Since the SPD was adopted national planning policy has changed significantly. The National Planning Policy Framework has come into force and the Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation has been revoked and replaced by the National Planning Practice Guidance. The SPD has therefore been updated to reflect changes in national planning policy. The revised draft Biodiversity SPD is attached at Appendix 1. The SPD will supplement policies within the North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy and the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy Local Plan (Part 1).
Biodiversity SPD

2.2
Biodiversity refers to the number, variety and variability of living organisms. Biodiversity is a key aspect of sustainable development. Every local authority has a statutory duty under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) to have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of  its functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity. This duty is addressed in part by including nature conservation policies in The North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy and the emerging Joint Core Strategy and saved policies in the Kettering Borough Local Plan (1995) and the emerging Site Specific Proposals LDD for Kettering Borough. 
2.3
The draft SPD builds on these existing policies. It also explains how biodiversity should be incorporated into the planning process to ensure that policy and legislation requirements are met and best practice standards are achieved. It provides a standard approach to be followed for all planning applications, and is to be used together with expert ecological assessments of the details of each specific case

2.4
The draft SPD is designed to be used by those considering applying for planning permission. It is also a useful tool for developing planning policy and making site allocations.
2.5
The draft SPD provides a step-by-step guide to building nature into development. It outlines the process for identifying features that could be at risk and identifying any surveys required. It provides advice on surveys and how and when these should be carried out. In addition to this it sets out the hierarchy for addressing impacts on biodiversity features, the first step is to avoid negative impacts to biodiversity, the next step is to mitigate impacts which cannot be avoided, and finally if mitigation is not possible, as a last resort, compensation.
2.6
The draft SPD also provides guidance on delivering ‘net gain’ in biodiversity. It sets out principles for biodiversity enhancement. These include, for example, taking opportunities to incorporate biodiversity into the fabric of buildings and enhancement of existing habitat networks where they exist.
2.7
The draft SPD sets out what information should be submitted with a planning application and includes a detailed step-by-step biodiversity checklist to assist applicants in completing Question 13 of the 1APP planning application form. It also includes an ecological survey calendar which sets out the optimal time for ecological surveys to be carried out. Annex 1 of the SPD lists Habitats and species of importance in Northamptonshire and annex 2 provides details of legislation and policy.
2.8
Officers will review the draft SPD during the consultation period and will report back to a future meeting of this committee any comments for agreement.
3.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1
The draft SPD will be published for public consultation (dates to be confirmed) and this Council will have the opportunity to make comments on the draft SPD during this consultation period. Following receipt of comments the draft SPD will be reviewed, and where appropriate updated to address comments made. The document will then be reported back to Planning Policy Committee for Members to determine whether to recommend the document to full Council for adoption.
4.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1 The SPD will form part of the North Northamptonshire Local Development Framework, and will be a material consideration in the determination of planning applications.
5.
USE OF RESOURCES
5.1
There are no financial implications associated with this report. Officer input into the SPD will be met within the existing Development Services Planning Policy budget.

Contact Officer: Julia Baish – Senior Development Officer
1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To inform Members of the draft Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) for Northamptonshire, and to ask Members to endorse the document for consultation.





6.	RECOMMENDATION





	It is recommended that Members note the contents of the draft Biodiversity SPD and endorse the document for public consultation.








