B O R O U G H    OF    K E T T E R I N G

LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP - EXECUTIVE BOARD

Meeting held: 14th September 2004

Present:
Councillor T Freer (Kettering Borough Council) (Chair)



Hugh Fenton (Northants Environmental Forum) 


Kirstine Storey (Northamptonshire Chamber)


Rory Borealis (Northamptonshire County Council)


Councillor M Evans (Kettering Borough Council)


Councillor R Mayhew (Northamptonshire County Council)


Jo Kiely (Kettering Local Health Group)


Ingrid Mercer (Kettering Library)


Joe Doran (Northamptonshire Police)


Keli Watts (Chamber of Trade)


David Freeth (Citizens Advice Bureau)


Martin Hammond (Kettering Borough Council)


Valerie Hitchman (Kettering Borough Council)


Anne Ireson (Kettering Borough Council)

Also Present: 
Councillor U Jones (Kettering Borough Council)

04.LSPE.14
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor D Coe, Ian McNeill, Peter Nix and Carolyn Savage.

04.LSPE.15
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the meeting held on 22nd June 2004 be approved and signed as a correct record.

04.LSPE.16
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Social Capital Survey for Kettering


It was reported that community leaders in St Andrew's Ward had voiced doubts regarding the usefulness of the survey. 

04.LSPE.17
THE NEW LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN


A report was submitted which asked members to consider what the County Council's objectives for the new Local Transport Plan should be, what the main transport problems and opportunities in the district were and what sorts of measures (or particular schemes) should be considered as priorities in the new plan.


It was noted that the Issues Paper was being widely circulated during September and October 2004, with responses required by 31st October 2004.  Consultation on the draft plan would be held early in 2005.  A workshop would also be held at the Corn Market Hall in Kettering on Tuesday, 5th October.  All members were invited to attend the workshop.


Hugh Fenton advised the Executive Board that the Environment Panel had considered the Issues Paper at its last meeting and, if required, would respond on behalf of the Kettering Partnership, following consideration by all partners.


It was noted that the Environment Panel had considered that objectives should be more visionary and take into consideration transport and other issues in relation to the growth area.


04.LSPE.18
PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND INFORMATION SERVICES - DRAFT PLAN AND POSITION STATEMENT 2004 - SUMMARY AND CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM


A report and summary highlighting service developments in the Kettering Area during 2004-2005 were submitted for consideration and comment.


It was noted that the consultation period would end on 24th September 2004 and the Plan and Position Statement would be submitted to the Department for Culture, Media and Sport on 30th September.


The reports were supplemented verbally at the meeting.


Discussion was focused on recent partnership working in relation to customer services and information, which had taken place in libraries in the A6 Towns.  It was felt that this initiative had been popular with members of the public.


It was suggested that further partnership working was possible in relation to the mobile service and it was agreed that this possibility should be investigated by officers.


04.LSPE.19
REVIEW OF THE STRUCTURE AND PURPOSE OF THE KETTERING AREA FORUM


A report was submitted which sought views on the structure and purpose of the Kettering Area Forum.


It was noted that the Kettering Area Forum had debated the issue at its last meeting, and had resolved to request views from the LSP Executive Board and the geographic forums in order for all views to be taken into consideration before a decision was made.


Consideration was given to the key objectives of the review, namely

· Accountable performance

· Better engagement

· Greater, closer, partnership working


During discussion the view was expressed that there was a need to streamline processes, having regard to statutory and CPA obligations. 


The three options put forward in the report were debated.  It was felt that if the option to discontinue the Kettering Area Forum was adopted, the panels should ensure good links with the community and the geographic forums should be strengthened to include more community involvement.


04.LSPE.20
GRANTS ALLOCATION


A report was submitted which informed members of the consultation by Kettering Borough Council with other members of the Kettering partnership on its review of funding to the voluntary sector and considered whether the aligning of funding of voluntary and community groups should be a priority for the Executive Board.


Discussion was held on funding streams available from various partners and the possibility of joint funding arrangements in the future.  It was agreed that discussions should be held between officers from the NCC, PCT and KBC, and that joint funding in this way would ensure that Community Plan priorities were addressed as a whole.  The level of expertise in this area across the Kettering Partnership was acknowledged.


Although the above proposal was considered to be a long-term aspiration, it was noted that Kettering Borough Council needed to apply a form of independent scrutiny to its own process of funding for the Voluntary Sector in the short term.


The potential for a conflict of interest in respect of the determination of applications for funding was discussed.  


04.LSPE.21
COMMUNITY PLAN REVIEW AND STATE OF THE BOROUGH DEBATE


A update on the review of the Community Plan was submitted for consideration.


It was noted that the State of the Borough debate was due to take place on the 15th September 2004 and that the results of the consultation exercise would be circulated to panel members prior to the panel meetings, which were due to take place prior to the debate.


A verbal summary of the results of the public consultation exercise was given.

04.LSPE.22
GROWTH AREAS - LOCAL DELIVERY VEHICLE CONSULTATION


A report was submitted which sought further comments on the consultation paper, which had been previously circulated, setting out the shape of the proposed local delivery vehicles for the North Northamptonshire Growth Area.


No further comments were made, except to confirm the previous support of the Executive for the arrangements being made. 

04.LSPE.23
LOCAL DELIVERY VEHICLE - APPOINTMENT OF VOLUNTARY SECTOR REPRESENTATIVES


A report was submitted which asked the LSP Executive Board to nominate a person from the voluntary and/or community sector as a potential candidate to fill a position on the LDV Executive Board.




04.LSPE.24
PARTNERSHIP NEWSROUND


An update on activity by individual panels was circulated at the meeting and supplemented verbally by individual panel representatives as follows:-


Environment Panel


It was noted that fuel poverty was both a national and regional issue and that there was a disproportionately high level of debt amongst elderly people in the Borough.  The Chair of the Panel had held discussions with housing officers and there was concern that the involvement of housing officers in reducing deaths this year was not now planned to take place.


Health, Housing and Social Care


Following an extension of the post from one to two years, a health worker had now been appointed to deal with substance misuse and would be based at Huxlow House.

04.LSPE.25
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


Enterprise Kettering


It was noted that an emda publication "Taking Care of Business" had been recently issued.  Responses to the document were required.  A consultation event for businesses was planned to take place on 24th September 2004.  Responses could be submitted via the website if required.


Community Safety Partnership


It was reported that the new policing model was due to be introduced from 4th October. 


It was noted that a detailed profile of St Andrew's Ward in Kettering was being undertaken and a sub-group would be set up to look at partnership policing and quality of life issues.  Members of the sub-group would be nominated through the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership.


A taskforce had been set up by the Kettering Partnership to look at anti-social behaviour issues in Kettering Town Centre during the evening.


Health, Housing and Social Care


A consultation event on the strategy was due to be held on 21st September at Rushden and Diamonds Football Club.


The Chief Executive of the PCT had now been recruited and had taken up his post on 1st September.  The jointly funded KBC/PCT post had now been filled by Lynn Chapman.

04.LSPE.26
COMMUNITY STRATEGY FOR NORTHAMPTONSHIRE


A report was submitted and circulated at the meeting in respect of the formal introduction of the strategy to LSP Executive Boards in Northamptonshire and outlined the progress on the delivery of key priority areas for current and future actions.


It was noted that a meeting between Chairs of LSPs and the Leader of the County Council was planned for 20th September 2004, with a further meeting for county-wide LSPs due to take place on 15th October to develop specific action plans and determine the role districts/boroughs might plan in delivering the county-wide strategy.


04.LSPE.27
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


It was noted that the next meeting of the LSP Executive Board was due to take place on 14th December 2004.

(The meeting started at 9.30 am and ended at 11.46 am)

Signed ...................................................

Chair

AI

RESOLVED	that:-





	(i)	the New Local Transport Plan objectives should highlight and take into account the growth area proposals;





	(ii)	the structure of the plan should reflect the county splits in relation to the growth area (north and west) and ensure the plan links in and delivers in accordance with different areas of growth;





	(iii)	the plan should reflect travel to and from destinations outside the county, for example public transport between centres; and





	(iv)	the Environment Panel be requested to draft a response on behalf of the Kettering Partnership, to be circulated to all partners for comment before submission.











RESOLVED		that the Draft Plan and Position Statement be noted and members of the Executive Board submit individual comments if required.





RESOLVED		that it be recommended to Kettering Area Forum that:-





	(i)	the Kettering Area Forum be discontinued in its current form and replaced with an Area Committee of the County Council for Kettering; that that Area Committee should continue to  have overlapping membership with the LSP Executive Board, and that the Area Committee continued to be open to other interests to attend and participate in debates as the subject matter occasioned;





	(ii)	the geographic forums be strengthened to include more community representation and involvement; one priority being the need for the Kettering Town Forum’s role and membership to be examined early on





	(iii)	terms of reference for the geographic forums be amended to include nominated representatives from the LSP Executive Board;





	(iv)	a letter be sent to Northamptonshire County Council from the LSP Executive Board outlining these views and indicating that the LSP had no objection to the  delegation of NCC functions to the geographic forums if the County Council felt that was appropriate. 








	





RESOLVED		that:-





	(i)	the Local Strategic Partnership be represented on a panel to consider the preliminary scoring of Voluntary Sector Grant applications, with the final decision being taken by the Kettering Borough Council Executive; and





	(ii)	partners contact Valerie Hitchman direct if they are able to help in this respect.











RESOLVED		that Frank McMahon of Kettering SureStart be nominated as the voluntary sector representative on the LDV Executive Board.





RESOLVED		that :-





	(i)	the Community Strategy for Northamptonshire be received; and





	(ii)	any comments be submitted directly to the Chair prior to the meeting on 20th September.








(LSP Executive No. 1)

14.9.04

