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2. INFORMATION
2.1 A detailed report on this issue has already been circulated to members with the agenda for this meeting. At the time of issuing the agenda, the Executive Committee had not considered the item and therefore had not made any formal recommendations to Council.

2.2 The Executive Committee considered the item at its meeting of 10th December 2014, and resolved / recommended the following;
RESOLVED
that the comments that were submitted as part of the consultation process be noted and considered and those that took part in the process be thanked.

RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that:-

(i)
whilst recognising that the baseline (taper) should increase to 35% and having considered the results of the consultation exercise, the Executive Committee recommends that Option 2 (changing the taper from 15% to 25%) is implemented from 1st April 2015.  The Executive Committee are also minded to note that the baseline taper from April 2016 will need to be 35%, plus or minus other factors that emerge during the period;
(ii)
annual up-ratings to be effective from the 1st of April each year to applicable amounts, premiums, income/capital disregards and non-dependant deductions be increased in line with changes made by government to the Default Scheme. In the event that the government does not publish updated figures as part of the Default Scheme, the Council reserves the right to up-rate these annually by reference to the consumer price index, retail price index, rates used for housing benefit and universal credit or by some other method decided by the Council. The ability to up-rate these amounts will be subject to any restrictions imposed by the Council Tax Reduction Schemes (Prescribed Requirements) (England) Regulations);

(iii)
the Council lobbies the Government for changes in the regulations that govern Council Tax Discounts and Exemptions so that there is greater flexibility to help deal with the financial consequence that the Local Council Tax Support Scheme has brought; 

(iv)
the Council continues to lobby the Government that the funding of ‘Council Tax Support’ should revert back to being a national issue and should be funded accordingly. 


Background Papers:

Previous Reports/Minutes:

1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To provide members with an update following consideration of this item by the Executive Committee at its meeting on 10th December 2014.








RECOMMENDATIONS





That Council approve the following;





(i)	whilst recognising that the baseline (taper) should increase to 35% and having considered the results of the consultation exercise, the Council recommends that Option 2 (changing the taper from 15% to 25%) is implemented from 1st April 2015.  The Council are also minded to note that the baseline taper from April 2016 will need to be 35%, plus or minus other factors that emerge during the period;





(ii)	annual up-ratings to be effective from the 1st of April each year to applicable amounts, premiums, income/capital disregards and non-dependant deductions be increased in line with changes made by government to the Default Scheme. In the event that the government does not publish updated figures as part of the Default Scheme, the Council reserves the right to up-rate these annually by reference to the consumer price index, retail price index, rates used for housing benefit and universal credit or by some other method decided by the Council. The ability to up-rate these amounts will be subject to any restrictions imposed by the Council Tax Reduction Schemes (Prescribed Requirements) (England) Regulations);





(iii)	the Council lobbies the Government for changes in the regulations that govern Council Tax Discounts and Exemptions so that there is greater flexibility to help deal with the financial consequence that the Local Council Tax Support Scheme has brought; 





(iv)	the Council continues to lobby the Government that the funding of ‘Council Tax Support’ should revert back to being a national issue and should be funded accordingly. 








