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2. INFORMATION
2.1
The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 came into came into force on 6th August 2014. The new Regulations allow the public greater rights to report on meetings of the council by filming, photographing, audio recording or any other means.

2.2
The Department for Communities and Local Government has produced guidance on the Regulations, “Open and accountable local government. A guide for press and public on attending and reporting meetings of local government.” The Head of Democratic & Legal Services emailed all members with details of the Guidance and Regulations on 6th August 2014. The link is available on the DCLG website at:

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/press-freedom-boosted-by-new-right-to-report
2.3
This matter was previously taken as part of a report to the Standards Advisory Committee on 20th October 2014. The Committee was asked to consider a protocol for members of the public wishing to film and use social media in council meetings. The Standards Advisory Committee resolved that:-

"The draft protocol for members of the public wishing to film and report on meetings of Kettering Borough Council be recommended to the Executive and Council for adoption."
2.4.
A report was submitted to the Executive at its meeting on 12th November. The Executive resolved that:-


"subject to the minor amendments, the Protocol for Members of the Public wishing to film and report on meetings of Kettering Borough Council be recommended to Council for adoption as part of the Council's Constitution."
2.5 The draft Protocol is attached to this report as Appendix "A".

3. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The Protocol, once adopted, will form part of the Council's Constitution.
4. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

The Standards Advisory Committee and the Council's Executive have been consulted on the draft Protocol.
5. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS


None as a result of this report 

6. HR IMPLICATIONS 


None as a result of this report 

7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

The adoption of a protocol for filming and recording of council meetings by members of the public will assist in compliance with the Openness Regulations.
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





(i)	To inform Council of the introduction of the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations and the implications for council meetings;





(ii)	To adopt a protocol for members of the public wishing to film and use social media in council meetings











8.	RECOMMENDATION





That the adoption of the Protocol for Members of the Public wishing to film and report on meetings of Kettering Borough Council (attached as Appendix "A") be recommended to Council for adoption as an addition to Part 5 of the Constitution. 











