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INFORMATION

2.1 The statement of licensing policy describes in general terms how the local authority will deal with licensing matters within its area and is based on the current guidance supporting the licensing legislation.

2.2 The Licensing Act 2003 requires that a licensing authority keeps its Statement of Licensing Policy under review and makes such revisions to it, at such times, as it considers appropriate.

2.3 The Policy has been in operation with three yearly reviews since the Licensing Act 2003 came into effect in 2005 and has to date successfully supported the operation of the licensing process.

2.4 During the life of the current policy which took effect in February 2011, the period was extended from three years to five years, meaning that a new statement of licensing policy would not normally need to be prepared until late in 2015 for introduction early in 2016.

2.5 However during the life of this policy there have been significant changes in licensing legislation which left aspects of the current Policy not fit for purpose and references to key aspects of new legislation missing.

2.6 The Policy has therefore been reviewed to update those areas of legislation that have changed. The document has also been laid out in accordance with the latest guidance from the Local Government Association.
2.7 In determining its policy, either at renewal or review, the licensing authority is required to consult with the following persons listed in the 2003 Act:

· the chief officer of police for the area; 

· the fire and rescue authority for the area; 

· Director of Public Health

· persons/bodies representative of local holders of premises licences;

· persons/bodies representative of local holders of club premises certificates; 

· persons/bodies representative of local holders of personal licences; and 

· persons/bodies representative of businesses and residents in its area.

2.8 The document has been out to consultation as required by the Act and there were no responses.

2.9 Once adopted the Policy will be in effect for 5 years but may be subject to further review should any evidence be put forward to suggest that the licensing objectives are not being met in the area or in the event of further legislative changes.

2.10 The draft Policy was presented to the Licensing Committee on 20 November 2014 to seek recommendation to Council for the Policy to be adopted. The Committee resolved that the Statement of Licensing Policy as presented be referred to Council for adoption with effect from 1st January 2015.  The draft Statement of Licensing Policy is attached as Appendix "A".
.

3. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

3.1 As stated at 2.8, the Authority is legally required to consult with the parties identified.  The document has also been available on the Authority’s website during the consultation period and copies were available to any person requesting one.

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

4.1 Licensing is an integral part of the Authority’s crime and disorder strategy and the Authority is required to consider crime and disorder matters in all licensing decisions. The statement of policy will provide guidance for the decision making process and will integrate with other relevant polices and strategies within the Authority. 

5. FINANCIAL/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

5.1 None.
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To adopt a revised Licensing Act 2003 Statement of Licensing Policy following updates to the policy to bring it into line with current legislation requirements.








6.	RECOMMENDATION





	That the Statement of Licensing Policy as presented is adopted with effect from 1 January 2015.	











