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	1.
PURPOSE OF REPORT

To advise members of the proposed statement of policies of the Housing Service in their approach to dealing with anti social behaviour



2.
INFORMATION
2.1
Section 12 of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 introduces a new Section 218A of the Housing Act 1996, which places a new requirement on all social landlords to prepare and publish Statements of their policies and procedures in relation to anti-social behaviour.  The statements have been prepared having regard to the Secretary of State’s Code of Guidance.

2.2
In addition to our legislative obligations members will be aware that nuisance and anti social behaviour disrupts the lives of many people within our communities, bringing distress and fear. The latest tenants survey conducted in September 2004 revealed that a significant majority considered that feeling safe at home and being in a quiet neighbourhood was the most important ingredient in making a home somewhere great to live. Also when asked to prioritise a list of neighbourhood issues, tenants ranked tackling anti social behaviour highest.

2.3
The Housing Service believes that every tenant and resident should be able to enjoy the peace and security of their homes and neighbourhoods. Consequently anti social behaviour will not be tolerated within KBC properties and neighbourhoods. The adoption of a multi-agency approach to deal with anti social behaviour will promote preventative activities, early intervention and where appropriate the enforcement of the wide-ranging sanctions now available.

2.4
It is also vital that our approach is victim-centred and endeavours to protect all potential witnesses enshrined in comprehensive and effective policies and procedures.
3.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS
3.1
This statement of policies is produced in accordance with the statutory obligation as defined by s.218A of the Housing Act 1996, as introduced by     s. 12 of the Anti Social Behaviour Act 2003.

3.2
The Anti Social Behaviour Act was designed “to extend powers to tackle anti social behaviour in local communities” (2004: ODPM Code of Guidance Aug 2004 p.8).

3.3
This statement is also prepared in compatibility with other relevant legislation, including (but not limited to):

 

·         Childrens Act 1989 (in particular s.27)

·         Crime and Disorder Act 1998

·         Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (in particular s.2)

·         Homelessness Act 2002

·         Race Relations Act 1998 (in particular s.71)

·         Human Rights Act 1998

4.
FINANCIAL/ RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

The Next Steps for Housing service improvement programme will help to achieve these aims with the introduction of a Neighbourhood Services Team. This will include a new team of Neighbourhood Managers who will work closely with residents, colleagues and other agencies in addressing a range of tenancy and street scene issues. More significantly the team will also include an officer dealing exclusively with anti social behaviour.
5.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

5.1
A presentation of the draft policy was made to the Tenants Forum at their meeting on 9th December and met with their approval. The draft has also benefited from a significant input from a working party comprising housing staff, a legal officer, tenants and residents (who had acted as witnesses on our behalf).

5.2
The following were given the opportunity to comment on the draft statements. 

·  Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership/ 

Community SafetyPartnership

·  Victim Support

·  Accommodation Concern

· ASB Partnership Steering Group

6.
RECOMMENDATION 

The Head of Housing recommends that the Executive Committee approves and adopts the Statement of Policies and procedures on Dealing with Anti Social Behaviour.
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