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2.
INFORMATION

2.1
Although elections are the personal responsibility of the Returning Officer, the Council needs to formally approve the polling places to be used.

2.2
The Polling Place and Polling District Review of the Kettering Borough area commenced in September 2014, and is due to be finalised at the meeting of the Borough Council to be held on 17th December 2014.
2.3
As part of the consultation process for the review, members were asked for their comments on the existing situation with regard to polling districts, polling places and polling stations. Reports were submitted to the following meetings of Committees and Forums to facilitate that as follows:

	Committee
	Date

	Research & Development Committee
	2nd September 2014 & 2nd December 2014

	Executive
	10th September 2014 & 10th December 2014

	Kettering Town Forum
	15th September & 24th November 2014

	A6 Towns Forum
	17th September & 26th November 2014

	Rural Forum
	18th September & 27th November 2014


2.4 
Public notice of the review has been given and a copy of the notice relating to 
the review and the accompanying documentation is on the Council’s website. 
Letters asking for comments and representations have also been sent to:-

· Parish and Town Councils in the Borough

· Registered Political Parties active in the Borough

· Local Groups representing people with disabilities

· Any individual elector who expresses an interest


A copy of all responses received is attached at Appendix ‘A’ to this report.
3. 
FUTURE PROVISION
3.1

Kettering Borough continues to grow in terms of the numbers of residential 
houses and electors. Over the next five year period, it is estimated that there 
could be up to an additional 4,500 houses built within the Borough. The 
estimated total for Kettering is 2400 properties. Although there are many 
external factors that can affect these figures, it is necessary to plan for the 
provision of facilities for voters and structures for polling on the basis of these 
levels of development. This will necessitate reviews of the structure of the 
Register of Electors in areas of high development, along with a review of the 
available facilities to ensure they are capable of dealing with increased 
numbers of voters, and the identification of new facilities where necessary. We 
must ensure that what is in place for the 2015 elections is also suitable for 
polls up to 2018 as far as we can control the future  location, availability and 
use of premises for polling purposes. The structure of the Register of Electors 
will also need to reflect both existing levels of electors and accommodate the 
increases that will inevitably follow the development and occupation of new 
housing.
3.2
Kettering Borough will, during the next decade, experience development within 
its area. The review needs to take account of that leading up to the next 
review in 2019, whilst ensuring that there is not an over-provision 
currently. 
There are some areas where the 
building has already commenced, but largely 
it has not yet begun especially 
on the site of the East Kettering Sustainable 
Urban Extension (SUE). Notwithstanding this, it is anticipated that there will be 
an increasingly large number of new houses occupied throughout the period 
from 2014 to 2019, 
although at this stage and in the immediate future it is not 
considered that such a large increase will need to be catered for.

3.3
In order to address this the recommendation is that each year for this period, 
after the publication of the Register of Electors, a further smaller-scale local 
review is carried out on the areas specified in the narrative to establish the 
amount of growth in each of the areas, and whether any additional facilities 
are required. The Borough Council is able to carry out interim reviews and 
change polling districts and polling places before the end of the 5 year cycle, 
but the same processes will need to be undertaken for the affected areas as 
for the compulsory 5 yearly review. 
3.4

The recommendations to be submitted to Council will seek to ensure that there 
is a mechanism and strategy in place to enable the Council to plan effectively 
for the provision of polling places and the structure to support them throughout 
this period. 

3.5

Members of the Committee will be requested to consider the content of the 
responses and the draft recommendations and with a view to their inclusion in 
the final report to be submitted to Council at the meeting to be held on 17th 
December 2014.

3.6
COMMENTS ON EXISTING PROVISION

Further to Appendix A referred to above, members are requested to note the following:

· Changes to polling districts can be effected by transferring streets within their Wards, and this will be carried out where necessary and appropriate

· In relation to Rothwell Town Council’s comments, there is concern relating to the suitability of the Methodist Church premises due to its size and the anticipated turnout at the May 2015 elections. Therefore it is proposed to use the Hall at Rothwell Victoria Infants School as a polling station for elections in May 2015 along with the existing facilities at Rothwell Community Centre. In the future, and on completion of building and access work, it is planned to review the feasibility of using the planned stand-alone sports hall at Rothwell Gladstone Junior School (subject to satisfactory inspection) in place of the Victoria Infants School
· With regard to the comments of Barton Seagrave Parish Council in relation to access, the issues raised are largely outside the scope of this review, but are noted for action. The other issues raised are also noted and are referred to in the recommendation relating to the Barton Ward.
· With regard to the issue of Newton polling place raised by Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley Parish Council, information has been received from the Parish Councillor for Newton that there is no objection from residents of the Parish to the suggested closure of the polling place and the transfer of electors to vote at Geddington. The issue is covered in the recommendation relating to the Queen Eleanor and Buccleuch Ward.
· In relation to the separate responses from Desborough Town Council and Kettering Constituency Labour Party, it is noted that there appears to be the need to review provision in Desborough, and this is covered in the recommendation relating to the Loatland Ward
4.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

4.1
The following people were able to make representations or comment in respect of this or any other matter relating to the review:

· Any elector in the Kettering Constituency or within Kettering Borough

· Any person or body with expertise in access for persons with any type of disability

Persons or bodies making representations were requested, if possible, to identify alternative places that can be used for polling. Comments and representations were received up until the end of November 2014.
5.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS


The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 amends the Representation of the People Act 1983 to make it a legal requirement that Returning Officers review the polling districts and polling places within their Council area every five years.


6.
USE OF RESOURCES

The cost of this review can be met from the allocated electoral services budget for 2014-15.
7.
RECOMMENDATION

Members of the Executive are requested to consider the content of the responses attached at Appendix ‘A’ and draft recommendations listed below and comment on them accordingly prior to them being referred to the meeting of the full Council to be held on 17th December 2014:
i) 
Members are requested to agree a trigger point for interim reviews being undertaken in the areas identified and it is suggested that an increase of 25% from the 2014 electorate for each of the polling districts identified could be an appropriate threshold. The figure could be reviewed on 1st December each year on the publication of the updated Register of Electors. So for example if, at 1st December 2016, a Ward reaches an increase of 25% on the 2014 electorate, then an interim review would take place as soon as practicable after that date. A review will not necessarily result in change, rather an assessment of the best way forward.
ii) Kettering Town

All Saints, Avondale Grange, Brambleside, Northfield, Pipers Hill, St 
Michaels & Wicksteed.

· No change to existing provision unless unforeseen circumstances occur to the existing provision for polling places which will be treated as individual cases

Barton Ward

· Examine the need for an additional polling district being created subject to a trigger point of 25% increase in electorate from the 2014 figure being reached 
· Determine the date of the likely availability and the suitability of the new Community Facility off Polwell Lane for use as a polling place
· Determine the likely availability and suitability for use as polling places of the new community facilities in the part of the East Kettering SUE within this ward when they are built and operational

Ise Lodge Ward

· Consider the introduction of additional polling districts to this Ward, subject to a trigger point of 25% increase in electorate from the 2014 figure being reached 
· Determine the availability and suitability of the new community facilities in the part of the East Kettering SUE within this ward for use as polling places when they are built and operational
· In the case of facilities not being available at the appropriate time, consider the feasibility for a short time of (a) mobile building/s being used for polling  purposes in this area.

St Peters Ward

· Consider the introduction of additional polling districts to this Ward, subject to a trigger point of 25% increase in electorate from the 2014 figure being reached 
· It is considered that both of the existing polling places should be able to cope with additional voters. However, it may be practical to review this prior to each election and re-allocate some voters to an existing polling district if necessary to ensure as far as possible that there is a reasonable balance of voters allocated to each of the existing locations (Hall Meadow Primary School and St Thomas More RC School) ensuring that that the allocation of voters to polling stations is the best geographic fit possible.

William Knibb Ward

· Consider the introduction of additional polling districts or changes to existing ones in this Ward, subject to a trigger point of 25% increase in electorate from the 2014 figure being reached 
· Review the provision for future years to ensure that changes to the overall allocation for the Ward are carried out effectively.
· Attempt to identify another community facility in the existing No.4 polling district (MM)  that could be used as a polling place if the existing polling place (Parish Church Room) becomes unsuitable in terms of its size and the number of electors allocated to it, 
iii) A6 Towns Wards


Burton Latimer

· Re-assessment of the existing polling districts to try and achieve a more logical allocation geographically

· Consider if it is appropriate to increase the existing number of polling districts and identify an additional location for a polling station that is closer to the largest area for development should it be required at some stage in the future.

Desborough Loatland

· Re-assessment of the existing polling districts in the Loatland Ward  

· Increase  the existing number of polling districts in the Loatland Ward and Identify an additional location for a polling place in the Ward around the Harrington Road area

Desborough St Giles

· No change to existing provision unless unforeseen circumstances occur to the existing provision which will be treated as an individual case and be subject to an interim review

Rothwell

· Use the Hall at Rothwell Victoria Infants School as a polling station for elections in May 2015 along with the existing facilities at Rothwell Community Centre
· Notify the Town Council of the decision taken as a result of concerns relating to the suitability of the Methodist Church premises concerning its size in view of the anticipated turnout at the May 2015 elections

· In the future, and on completion of building and access work, review the feasibility of using the planned stand-alone sports hall at Rothwell Gladstone Junior School (subject to satisfactory inspection) in place of the Victoria Infants School
iv) Rural Wards


Queen Eleanor and Buccleuch

· In respect of Cranford, there is a link with the recommendation of the ongoing Community Governance Review (CGR). This would see a figure of either 100 occupied houses or 200 electors in residence triggering a further CGR of that area at that time. Any outcome that established a new Parish would require (a) polling place/s, polling district/s and polling station/s to be identified at that time. 
· The polling station for Newton is closed and voters are re-assigned to Geddington Village Hall

Slade 

· In view of the development being carried out at Broughton, ensure that the existing provision at Broughton Baptist Chapel can cope with the increased number of electors when the trigger point of a 25% increase in electorate from the 2014 figure being reached

Welland

· No change to existing provision unless unforeseen circumstances occur to the existing provision which will be treated as an individual case
v) 
The Head of Democratic and Legal Services be authorised to make a Polling Places Order that incorporates all of the above recommendations by 31st January 2015 at the latest, subject to Council approving them.

vi) 
Any other unexpected changes in circumstances to polling places and polling districts that occur between 2015 and 2019 shall be dealt with by way of interim reviews as appropriate.

vii) 
Subject to the provisions of the Fixed Term Parliaments Act 2011 remaining in place the next full review should take place prior to the Parliamentary General Election due to be held in 2019.
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To receive details of the responses to the above review, and the comments of the Research and Development Committee in relation to the review and comment on them prior to the submission to Council.


	








