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2. INFORMATION

2.1
At the meeting of the Kettering Town Forum on the 6th December it was recommended that a designation order under the Criminal Justice and Police Act be sought to control on street drinking in Kettering town centre. It was agreed that the area should be based on the dispersal order recently granted with the addition of three small areas. (The area proposed is detailed on the map at Appendix A“.) In addition, the Borough Council’s Crime, Disorder and Anti-Social Behaviour Task and Finish Group have also formally recommended the application of restrictions.

2.2
Currently, a byelaw is in force which applies to the area of the museum gardens in Kettering and has, largely, prevented the sort of problems being experienced there beforehand.

2.3
The current legislation with respect to on-street drinking dates to 2001 and effectively replaces the old byelaw with an easier process, but creates a different form of offence. A local authority may make a Designated Public Places Order, which does not in itself prohibit the consumption or carrying of alcohol in a public place, but makes it an offence to desist from so doing if requested to do so by a police officer. Officers have the power to confiscate alcohol if necessary. 

2.4
In considering whether or not to adopt an Order, the authority has to be convinced and has to be able to show that there is a significant problem with on street alcohol consumption which an Order would address. Information has been requested from the police and it is considered that there is sufficient evidence to support the adoption of an order based largely on the area covered by the recent dispersal order granted by this Council. With respect to this particular issue, it is considered beneficial to include the additional areas subject to sufficient evidence being available. It is also necessary to take into account the resources available to police any order granted and therefore it is recommended that we restrict this first order to the main problem areas. A review of the benefits of the order and assessment of any future proposed areas can then be carried out.

2.5
The process for adoption is as follows:-

1. Agreement on the area to be designated

2. Consultation on the proposal, principally by means of public notice

3. Consideration of any representations and confirmation of the order. There is a minimum period between consultation and making the order of 28 days

2.6
At the last meeting of the Kettering Town Forum members expressed concern that, where permission had been granted to premises for designated outside seating areas to allow drinking, these should not be affected by the order. This can be taken into account in the wording of the order.  

 

3. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

3.1
Consultation will be by way of public notice as detailed in the legislation.  The police have been consulted and have provided evidence to support the order subject to confirmation with respect to the additional areas proposed.

3.2
In addition, the A6 towns Forum have been consulted and they considered that it is unnecessary to include Rothwell or Desborough at this stage. There are some concerns with respect to problems in Burton Latimer, which appear to be principally concerned with under age drinking. The police already have powers to deal with this problem.   
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





To seek approval to introduce a Designated Public Places Order in Kettering Town Centre, which would allow the police to take action against those causing anti-social behaviour by reason of them consuming alcohol in the street. 








4.	RECOMMENDATION





The Head of Environmental Health recommends that a designation order, under the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001, be sought to control on street drinking in the area designated by the map at Appendix ”A “.  















