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2. INFORMATION
COMMUNITY AND LEISURE FACILITIES IN THE BOROUGH

2.1 There are a wide range of borough-wide and local leisure and community facilities within the Borough, provided by a range of organisations, including the Council. Table 1 below provides an overview of these facilities. It represents a snapshot in time of known information and therefore there may be other current facilities that have not been listed. Allotments are excluded.
Table 1: Leisure and Community Facilities in the Borough

	Strategic / regional  Facilities
	· Kettering Conference Centre including the National Volleyball Centre and Lighthouse Theatre
· Kettering Olympic Gymnastics Club

· Kettering Athletics Track and Synthetic Pitch



	Borough-wide facilities
	· Northampton Road Pavilion (Tennis Courts and Bowls Green)
· Kettering Buccleuch Academy 
· Weekley Glebe Grass Football Pitches

· Desborough Leisure Centre and Fitness Centre
· Kettering Rugby Club – youth programme and community access to facilities
· Kettering Swimming Pool and Fitness Centre
· Sir John Lowther Scout Centre
Gyms and privately owned facilities:-
· LA Fitness

· Kettering Park Hotel pool and gym 
· Ladies First

· Gladiators

· Bodyshapers

· Balance Health Club
· Fitness 4 Less

· Latimer Arts College

· Ricochet Total Fitness

· Steps Fitness Club
· Montsaye Community Sports Centre

· Bishop Stopford School Community Sports Centre

· Kettering Science Academy

· Southfield School Community Sports Centre

· Tresham Institute of Further and Higher Education

· Rushton Hall, Stableyard Spa
· Kettering Lodge Indoor Bowls Club

· Desborough Indoor Bowls Club

· Pytchley Golf Range



	Local facilities
	There are many more (over 60) local facilities including:-

· Parks and play areas

· Village halls

· Bowling greens

· Community Centres

· Cricket grounds




2.2 In addition to the facilities outlined in Table 1, there are also a number of additional facilities planned in the future. These are mainly as a result of planning approvals for residential growth and schemes identified by the community and led by the community. They may be subject to planning approval conditions, S106 triggers or the identification of secure funding. This again is a snapshot at the current time. The known future additional facilities are highlighted in Table 2.
Table 2: Future additional leisure and community facilities in the Borough

	Barton Seagrave
	· Children’s Play Areas

· Public Open Space

· Village Hall / Community Centre


	Broughton
	· Enhancements to Gate Lane Recreation Ground


	Burton Latimer
	· Children’s Play Areas

· Grassed Football Pitch


	Desborough
	· Children’s Play Areas

· Outdoor Gym

· Outdoor Bowls Club: Changing rooms and improvements to club room

· Wheeled Sports Facility
· Desborough Leisure Centre: Phase 2


	Kettering
	· East Kettering Offer 

· Athletics Track : Floodlighting to allow evening training

· Kettering Tennis Club: New tennis courts

· Kettering Swimming Pool Refurbishment

· Football Pitches


	Rothwell
	· Multi Use Games Area

· Children’s Play Area

· Public Open Space

· Possible Wheeled Sports Facility


	Geddington
	· Enhanced changing rooms to Village Hall



2.3 Kettering Borough Council owns a number of the leisure and community facilities situated across the Borough including community centres, pavilions, parks, play areas, tennis courts, bowls clubs, leisure centres and a swimming pool. Clearly these vary significantly in terms of the size, their day to day management, use and cost. 
2.4 A list of the key leisure and community facilities owned by the Council has been included as Appendix 1 (this appendix will be circulated prior to the meeting). High level information relating to their management and main usage has also been included where available.
2.5 A list of play areas in the Borough has also been included as Appendix 2.
LEISURE ACTIVITIES IN THE BOROUGH

2.6 In addition to the physical assets relating to leisure and community services, there are also a range of sport and non-sporting activities that take place in the Borough. Some of these are provided directly by the Council. However, the majority are run or provided by other organisations such as Parkwood Leisure, Youth Works, and local schools and clubs
2.7 There are also a large number of private sports clubs that operate in the area. These provide participants the opportunity to compete on a wider stage. Further details of some these activities, their provider and local clubs are provided at Appendix 3.
2.8 The Council makes use of its grant funding arrangements to promote the provision of leisure and community services in the Borough.  For example, the Council has a service level agreement with Volleyball England to help support Kettering as a national centre for English Volleyball.  The SLA includes the requirement for the provider to achieve specific outcomes in relation to participation in sport. 
2.9 The Council also provides support to local community organisations through its grant programme.  This includes the well established Small Grants Scheme, the Community Hall Capital Grant Scheme and the more recently established Community Fund Capital Scheme. This is further supplemented by member’s own Ward Initiative Fund and the use of the GRANTfinder service to support local organisations in searching for funding.
2.10 Kettering Borough Council has a strong track record of successful sports development in the Borough. It has achieved this by working in close partnership with other organisations, public, private and voluntary. The Council takes a leading role on initiatives such as the annual Kettering Sports Awards and has won the national Local Government Chronicle Award for its innovative work on using sport to tackle health inequalities.
A STRATEGIC APPROACH
2.11 The leisure and community facilities within the Borough, by their very nature, provide an important service. The type of benefits that stem from their operation and use include, but are not restricted to:-
1. Promoting the take-up of sports and healthy activities
2. Encouraging healthy living and tackling health inequalities
3. Providing facilities and activities which divert people from anti-social behaviours 
4. Provide access to affordable and safe facilities to the local community
5. Provide a sense of community and help tackle social inclusion
6. Help provide equality of access to services across the borough
7. Provide an important networking opportunity for service users and their providers
2.12 The above benefits clearly cut across a number of the Council’s corporate priorities. The facilities also help to achieve the strategic commitments of the Council. For example, the Council has an Indoor Sports Facilities Strategy that covers the period 2011 – 2021 and some of the facilities outlined within this report help directly to deliver this strategy.
2.13 The core purpose of the Strategy is to understand the need in the Borough and ensure that it has, or is planning to have, the appropriate quality and quantity of indoor sports facilities in the most appropriate locations to encourage more people to be more active more often. This strategy, however, only covers indoor sports facilities except when an outdoor sport has a definite requirement for an associated indoor facility, such as changing accommodation.
2.14 The Sports Facilities Strategy has seven key objectives for the Council and its partners:-
1. Quantify existing deficits and address unmet demand in sports facility provision which will be exaggerated after the growth in the Borough;
2. Maximise the use of existing assets;
3. Develop and realise the county or regional significance of sports facilities where appropriate;
4. Use sports facilities to raise the profile of the borough and deliver corporate priorities;
5. Enhance opportunities for partnership working and the attraction of external funding;
6. Reduce inequalities in accessing facilities for participation in sport. This includes catchment, opening hours, affordability and physical accessibility;
7. Improve the quality of existing facilities.
2.15 The Sports Facility Strategy also has important implications for meeting the demands of future growth in the Borough. The Council’s Indoor Sports Facilities Strategy 2011 – 2021 forms part of the evidence base for providing indoor sports facilities and sits alongside the Borough Council’s open space supplementary planning document and PPG17 open space needs assessment.

KEY FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS

2.16 There are a number of key future considerations in relation to the leisure and community facilities provided in the Borough moving forward. They are arguably too wide to consider in detail within the scope of this report. However, the list below provides a summary of the main issues that are being considered by the relevant teams in the Council:- 

a. How can the Council make the best use of its existing facilities?  This includes looking for opportunities to further extend community ownership and operation of assets, as well as looking at approaches for increasing the use of facilities and the take up of services provided from them.
b. How can the Council more effectively manage the maintenance of assets in order to ensure that they remain fit for purpose well into the future?

c. What lessons can the Council learn when considering future facilities? (for example, those relating to East Kettering and other new developments in the Borough)
d. How can local leisure and community facilities be used more effectively to deal with issues of youth related anti-social behaviour?
e. Where are the gaps in service provision within the Borough and how can these be filled, given the constraints on public sector funding and the limitations of securing developer funding, particularly for larger facilities where pooling of contributions from a number of developments has become more difficult legally?

3. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
3.1 
None at this stage
4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS
4.1.   None at this stage
5. HUMAN RESOURCES AND FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

6.1. None at this stage
6. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
7.1. None at this stage

Background Papers:

Previous Reports/Minutes:

Indoor Sports Facilities Strategy,

2011 - 2021
PURPOSE OF REPORT





To present information relating to leisure and community facilities provision within the Borough, as requested by members at an earlier meeting.








7.    	RECOMMENDATION





Members note the report and identify which of the key policy considerations set out in 2.13 above they wish to focus on.








