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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT
To provide an update on the allocation of the 2014/15 Community Fund.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 Kettering Borough Council approved a new annual £40,000 Capital Budget as part of the 2014/15 budget process to fund schemes in the community. 
2.2 Bids were invited from Town and Parish Councils, and formally constituted residents and community groups, for one-off capital based projects.  
2.3 The project criteria has previously been reported to the geographical forum but is outlined below (for information). At least one of the project criteria had to be met to be considered for a grant;

Project Criteria
· Community based projects

· Environmental Improvements

· Health & Safety Improvements

· The project should generally be in line with the Council’s stated aims, objectives and policies

2.4 Grants are capital based and not available for revenue or running costs, grants were awarded up to £2,500 and preference was given to projects with match-funding.
3. INFORMATION

3.1 A total of 38 applications were received and of these 22 were successful in receiving funding – as summarised in Appendix A.
3.2 The award of grants from the Community Fund totalled £40,125 and has enabled over £103,000 of spend on community based projects throughout the borough (when match funding is taken into account).
3.3 The following table summarises grants received and awarded by geographic area 

	
	Rural areas
	A6 Towns
	Kettering Borough wide

	Total awards made 

	£23,250
	£6,088
	£10,787

	Percentage of grants  awarded


	58%
	15%
	27%

	Proportion of  
applications from each category  which received an award 

	12 out of 18

66%
	3 out of 7

43%
	7 out of 13

54%


3.4 A total of £9,300 was awarded to Town / Parish Councils. Of the bids received from Town / Parish Councils 64% were successful.

3.5 The outcomes of the first year of the Community Fund will be reviewed by the Council’s Monitoring and Audit Committee later in 2015.

3.6 Consideration of continuing the Community Fund for 2015/16 will form part of the budget process over the coming months.
4. RECOMMENDATION
That the forum notes the contents of the report.
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