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2.
INFORMATION

2.1
At the meeting held on 17th September 2014, members were informed that a further report would be submitted seeking the Forum’s comments on the above as part of the consultation process for the review, prior to a final report being taken to Full Council in December.
2.2
At Appendix A to this report, members of the Forum will find a copy of the Terms of Reference for the review.

2.3
At Appendix B to this report, members of the Forum will find a copy of the Acting Returning Officer’s Report on existing Polling Places.

2.4
Further documentation that will assist members of the Forum in this matter is available on the Council’s website at 


http://www.kettering.gov.uk/electoralservices/downloads/73/polling_place_review
3. 
FUTURE PROVISION
3.1
Kettering Borough continues to grow in terms of the numbers of residential 
houses and 
electors. Over the next five year period, it is estimated that there 
could be up to an additional 4,500 houses built within the Borough. 
3.2
Although there are many external factors that can affect these figures coming 
to fruition, we must base our planning for the provision of facilities for 
voters and the structures for polling on the basis that these levels of 
development will actually happen. This will necessitate reviews of the 
structure of the Register of Electors in areas of high development, along with a 
review of the available facilities to ensure they are capable of dealing with 
increased numbers of voters, and the identification of new facilities where 
necessary. We must ensure that what is in place for the 2015 elections is also 
suitable for polls up to 2018 as far as we can control the future  location, 
availability and use of premises for polling purposes. The structure of the 
Register of Electors will also need to reflect both existing levels of electors and 
accommodate the increases that will inevitably follow the development and 
occupation of new housing.


Below is an analysis of each of the A6 towns that highlights 
· The anticipated development and the potential increase in electorate
·  what is available currently in terms of premises used for polling and the impact on future usage of those buildings as a result of the increased numbers. 
· whether or not there is any planned developments of community facilities as a result of the increase in residential properties.

	Area:
	Barton Seagrave

	Wards
	Barton

	Existing Polling Districts
	There are three existing polling districts, KJ, KK and KL.

	Existing Polling Stations
	Barton Seagrave Primary School, Belvoir Drive serves 1 polling district and around 1225 electors. It houses 1 polling station for those voters.

Barton Seagrave  Community Centre, Castle Way serves 1 polling district and around 1,325 electors. It houses 1 polling station for those voters.

The Church House, St Botolphs Road serves 1 polling district and around 400 electors, many of whom are from properties on the Ise Lodge Estate.

	Levels of Development
	There is large scale development within the Barton, Ward, both to the east and west of the Ward..

	Impact of Development Individual Wards
	Barton Ward has development planned for both the east and the west of the Ward. In the west, the development off Polwell Lane will produce around 350 extra properties and an estimated 575 extra electors. This is likely to lead to the need for an additional polling district being created which could take some electors from one that already exists. As part of this development, a new Community Hall is being built which is earmarked for use as a polling station to either replace or supplement the existing Community Centre building. However this facility is not likely to be available until late 2015 or early 2016. To the east of the Ward there will also be development of houses as part of the East Kettering SUE. Although it is not anticipated that there will be any more than 300 new electors by 2019, there will have to be provision made for these electors within the polling district structure and in terms of allocation to a polling place – either an existing facility or a new facility within the East Kettering development.

	Actions
	· Examine  the need for an additional polling district being created which could take some electors from ones that already exists.
· Determine the date of the likely availability of the new Community Facility off Polwell Lane
· Determine the likely availability of the new community facilities in the part of the East Kettering SUE within this ward


	Area:
	Burton Latimer

	Wards
	Burton Latimer

	Existing Polling Districts
	There are four existing polling districts, KO, KP,KQ and KR.

	Existing Polling Stations
	Burton Latimer Civic Centre, High Street, Burton Latimer serves 2 polling districts and around 2,150 electors. It houses 2 polling stations for those voters.

Burton Latimer Community Centre, Pioneer Avenue serves 2 polling districts and around 2,600 electors. It houses 2 polling stations for those voters.

	Levels of Development
	It is anticipated that  there will be around 650 new residential properties built in Burton Latimer between 2015 and 2020 with potential for around 1050 new electors based on the existing average across the Borough of 1.68 electors per property.

	Impact of Development Individual Wards
	As Burton Latimer Ward is a single area then there is no direct impact on the Ward itself apart  from a potential increase of around 1,000 electors to be accommodated within the polling district and polling station structure. However, a re-assessment of the polling districts was already planned in any case due to the need to review which electors were voting at which polling station to try and achieve a more logical allocation geographically. This may lead to an increase in the existing number of polling districts. It may be appropriate to identify an additional location for a polling station that is closer to the largest area for development.

	Actions
	·  Re-assessment of the existing  polling districts to try and achieve a more logical allocation geographically

· Consider if it is appropriate to increase  the existing number of polling districts

· Identify a potential  additional location for a polling station that is closer to the largest area for development.


	Area:
	Desborough

	Wards
	Desborough Loatland and Desborough St Giles

	Existing Polling Districts
	Each of the above Wards have two polling districts, KS and KT (Loatland) and KU and KV (St Giles).

	Existing Polling Stations
	Desborough Loatland Ward – Desborough Leisure Centre, Ironwood Avenue, Desborough serves 2 polling districts and around 3,300 electors voting at 3 polling stations.

Desborough St Giles Ward – St Giles Church Community Centre serves 2 polling districts and around 2,950 electors voting at 3 polling stations.

	Levels of Development
	It is anticipated that  there will be around 736 new residential properties built in Burton Latimer between 2015 and 2020 with potential for around 1250 new electors based on the existing average across the Borough of 1.68 electors per property.

	Impact of Development Individual Wards
	The vast majority of the development Estimated 700 plus properties) will be located in the Loatland Ward both in the northern area of the Ward (the continuing ‘Grange’ development ) and also centrally around Harrington Road. To accommodate these additional electors it may be necessary to re-visit the allocation of voters in this Ward, and consider the introduction of another polling place to serve the Ward – possibly returning to the use of Loatlands Primary School, which is also geographically more convenient for a number of electors, particularly elderly electors  without transport who face a long walk to the existing venue. This would mean that there would need to be a re-assessment of the effectiveness of existing polling districts within Loatland Ward.

Desborough St Giles has a much lower level of development and consequently it is felt that there is no need to review the existing provision for this area.

(NB: It is not within the remit of the Borough Council to change principal area ward boundaries which is the role of the Local Government Boundary Committee for England.)

	Actions
	· Re-assessment of the existing polling districts in the Loatland Ward  

· Consider if it is appropriate to increase  the existing number of polling districts in the Loatland Ward

· Identify a potential  additional location for a polling station within the Loatland Ward and assess its availability


	Area:
	Rothwell

	Wards
	Rothwell (Tresham and Trinity Wards apply to the Town Council governance structure only, not the Borough Council.)

	Existing Polling Districts
	There are two existing polling districts, L and LK.  (One for each of the Town Council Wards)

	Existing Polling Stations
	Rothwell Victoria Infants School, School Lane, Rothwell serves 2 polling districts and around 2,250 electors. It houses 2 polling stations for those voters.

Rothwell Community Centre, Well Lane, Rothwell serves 2 polling districts and around 2,300 electors. It houses 2 polling stations for those voters.

	Levels of Development
	Planned development in Rothwell over the next 5 years is for the construction of around 150 new dwellings with an estimated 250 electors. 

	Impact of Development Individual Wards
	The area being developed is largely in the area served by the Infants School, which is in the Tresham Ward of the Town Council area. It is anticipated that the School will be able to absorb the number of new electors over the 5 year period, although it will be necessary to inspect the premises as it has just undergone renovation (which necessitated the use of Rothwell Methodist Church in its place in 2014). Additionally, the Town Council has requested that this arrangement continues and that the school is no longer used. There is some concern however, that the Church facility is not large enough to cope with the anticipated large turnout expected for  combined election scheduled for 2015.

	Actions
	· Inspect the school to ensure that it can still be used as a polling station after the renovation work

· Communicate with the Town Council in respect of the decision taken as a result of the inspection and the concerns relating to the use of the Methodist Church


4.
CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT

4.1
The following people may make representations or comment in respect of this or any other matter relating to the review:

· Any elector in the Kettering Constituency or within Kettering Borough

· Any person or body with expertise in access for persons with any type of disability

Persons or bodies making representations should, if possible, identify alternative places that can be used for polling. Comments and representations may be made up until the end of November 2014.

4.2 
Public notice of the review has been given and a copy of the notice relating to 
the review and the accompanying documentation is on the Council’s website. 
Letters asking for comments and representations have also been sent to:-

· Parish and Town Councils in the Borough

· Registered Political Parties active in the Borough

· Local Groups representing people with disabilities

· Any individual elector who expresses an interest

5.
POLICY IMPLICATIONS


The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 amends the Representation of the People Act 1983 to make it a legal requirement that Returning Officers review the polling districts and polling places within their Council area every five years.


6.
USE OF RESOURCES

The cost of this review can be met from the allocated electoral services budget for 2014-15.

Background Papers:

Previous Reports/Minutes:

Title of Document: Electoral Commission Guidance

Ref: 14.A6TF.27 
Date: February 2013

Date: 17.9.14
Contact Officer: Ian White (ext 4200)
PURPOSE OF REPORT





	To seek the comments of the Forum in relation to the polling place and polling 	district review and its impact on the A6 Towns.


	





7.	RECOMMENDATION





	The Forum’s comments are requested in relation to polling places and polling districts within the A6 towns.











