


BOROUGH OF KETTERING

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 31st July 2014
Present:
Councillor Mike Tebbutt (Chair)

Councillors Terry Freer, Ruth Groome, Ellie Manns, Paul Marks, Alan Mills and Jan Smith
14.PP.08
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mark Dearing and Cliff Moreton. It was noted that Councillor Paul Marks was acting as substitute for Councillor Moreton.
14.PP.09
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Jonathan West attended the meeting to speak as a resident of Cranford and declared a personal interest in Item 6. He chose to withdraw from the meeting after making his comments to the Committee.  
14.PP.10
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 18th June 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
14.PP.11
MATTERS OF URGENCY


None
14.PP.12
PUBLIC SPEAKERS 
Two speakers attended the meeting. 

Mr Peter Quincey, Clerk to Cranford Parish Council spoke on Item 6 in relation to Cranford and Geddington.

Councillor Jonathan West spoke on Item 6 as a resident of Cranford and subsequently departed from the meeting before the item was considered. 

14.PP.13
SITE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENT – HISTORICALLY AND VISUALLY IMPORTANT OPEN SPACE BACKGROUND PAPER

A report was submitted which sought to inform members of the Historically and Visually Important (HVI) Open Space Background Paper and requested the endorsement of sites recommended in the officer report to be progressed as HVI open space allocations in the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document (SSPLDD).
The committee were provided with the background to the requirement for HVI’s, noting that sites identified played an important role in providing the setting, form and character of a settlement and were considered to be of historical and visual importance. 
Members recalled that methodology for identifying HVI was set out in the Open Space and Allotments Background Paper as work undertaken in progressing the Kettering Borough SSPLDD had highlighted a gap in areas of open space not being protected as open space identified through the Boroughs PPG17 assessment. 

The Options Paper consultation had taken place in March and April with some additional sites promoted as a result. Responses to the consultation were reported to committee on 4th and 13th September 2012, along with a set of next steps. The Planning Policy Committee has accordingly recommended that designation of HVI open space be progressed in the pre-submission plan, but that the process for identifying sites be reviewed in light of the publication of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), to ensure the methodology was in accordance with paragraphs 76 and 77 of the NPPF. 

Members noted that the assessment before them had been informed by work commissioned from River Nene Regional Park (RNRP), MADE Environment and Northamptonshire County Council Archaeology, although it was noted that not every site had been assessed by all of the organisations.

The assessment had identified a total of 62 sites across the Borough, with 42 of these recommended for designation as HVI open space. The 20 sites which were not considered significant enough to warrant designation as HVI open space were also identified to the meeting. 


Cranford

Both Peter Quincey and Councillor West provided comments regarding site HVI014 in Cranford, which was proposed to be discounted as a possible HVI site. 

Both noted the views offered of a row of historic thatched cottages adjacent to the site, which would be lost should development take place on HVI014. Councillor West considered that the site met all of the criteria for inclusion as an HVI open space, as a setting for listed buildings in a conservation area and the contributions made by the site to the character and appearance of the area, allowing views of settlement from open countryside.
Following these comments, members discussed whether site HVI014 should be included on the list of sites progressed for designation as HVI open space. The Committee considered that the site made a positive contribution to the setting of the village and the conservation area. It was therefore

RESOLVED
that site HVI014 be included on the list of sites progressed for designation as HVI open space


Geddington

Peter Quincey noted that site HVI079 in Geddington was one of the few fields in the village with a historical vista. He added that the site was visible from both East to West and North to South footpaths running through the village. 

Following these comments, members again discussed whether the site should be included on the list of sites progressed for designation as HVI open space. The Committee considered that the site made was of a similar nature to the site in Cranford in providing a positive contribution to the setting of the village. It was therefore

RESOLVED
that site HVI079 be included on the list of sites progressed for designation as HVI open space within the area identified as HVI106
Following consideration of the remaining HVI sites proposed for progression and those to be discounted, it was

RESOLVED
that the committee noted the Historically and Visually Important Open Space Background Paper and endorsed the list of sites set out in Table 1 of the officer report to be progressed as HVI open space allocations in the pre-submission SSPLDD and the list of sites set out in Table 2 of the officer report be discounted as HVI open space allocations, subject to the inclusion for progression of sites HVI014 and HVI079 and their removal from Table 2 accordingly.  
14.PP.14
COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY
A report was submitted which informed members of a further review of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) ahead of a recommendation as to whether KBC should progress a CIL charge for Kettering Borough.
(The committee meeting was evacuated at 8.05pm as the result of a fire alarm. The business of the meeting was concluded at the assembly point outside the Municipal Offices)
The Committee requested that details of consultations undertaken by both Corby Borough Council and the Borough Council of Wellingborough be provided once known.

RESOLVED


that the contents of the report be noted.

 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8:10 pm)

Signed​: …………………………………………………….
(Chair)
DJP
Planning Policy Committee No. 

31.7.14


