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2.  
BACKGROUND
2.1 Parish Plans were introduced in the 2000 Rural White Paper and built on the experience gained in producing Village Design Statements.  Parish Plans set out a vision for how a community wishes to develop and identifies actions required to achieve this vision.  Parish Plans have the potential to influence a wide range of organisations and processes which affect the lives of communities.  Parish Plans should complement and help deliver local planning policies and frameworks but cannot override adopted planning policies.
2.2 A copy of the Burton Latimer Parish Plan is attached at Appendix 1.

3 PLAN PREPARATION PROCESS
3.1 Work on the Burton Latimer Parish Plan commenced in 2006 with local people’s views being sought through the distribution of questionnaires and surveys, public meetings, and informal discussions between residents and Town Councillors.  A Steering Group was subsequently formed to oversee the Plan’s preparation.

3.2 The initial stage of preparing the Plan involved the distribution of questionnaires to all 3,200 households throughout Burton Latimer.  As a result of this consultation, 706 completed questionnaires were returned, providing a response rate of 22%.  Subsequent to the consultation, all Burton Latimer residents were provided with a copy of the questionnaire analysis.  A further consultation event was also held at the Civic Centre, giving the opportunity for the findings to be discussed, and further comments to be made.

3.3 The Steering Group has taken the results of the questionnaire, and interpreted these findings alongside work in other areas including the Urban Design Framework, extension to the Conservation Area, and Kettering Borough Council’s work on the Site Specific Proposals Local Development Document.  The Parish Plan has been endorsed by Burton Latimer Town Council as a ‘blueprint’ for the town’s future.

3.4 The content of the Parish Plan covers a variety of different topic areas, including:

· The Burton Latimer Urban Design Framework

· Results of the household questionnaire

· Housing development

· Business and employment

· Education

· The local environment

· Traffic and transport

· Safety and crime prevention

· Local amenities and services

· Leisure and recreation

· Churches/ places of worship

· Local government

· The future

· Action plans for the short and longer terms

4.
MAIN ISSUES RAISED WITHIN THE PARISH PLAN
4.1 The Parish Plan offers an update on many aspects that are already being delivered for the town.  Summarised below are some, but by no means all, of the issues covered by the Parish Plan.

4.2 In terms of housing development, the Parish Plan sets out that Burton Latimer Town Council will seek greater influence over the use of Section 106 Agreement funding to ensure it benefits the town.  It suggests that the main priority will be to direct these funds towards boosting the local infrastructure in ways that support further development, naming improvements to highways, bus services, policing, schools and facilities for people with disabilities.  This aspiration needs to be consistent with CIL regulations, and what is practically achievable in S106 negotiations, but having a local evidence base, as this document is, will assist.
4.3 With regards to business and employment, the Parish Plan proposes to re-establish the local Chamber of Trade and Commerce, to ensure it can provide a strong voice for locally-based businesses.  In addition, it reiterates the contents of the Urban Design Framework, promoting and supporting local retail businesses by improving the environment in High Street and Churchill Way.  In addition, it proposes using incentives to encourage stall-holders to use the monthly farmers market, and an advertising campaign to attract customers.
4.4 For education, it proposes to develop the Civic Centre further as a venue for local education; and explore the potential for adult education courses being held at the facility by some of the main colleges and universities in the area.  Furthermore, in recognising that the population of the town is growing quickly, steps should be taken to expand schooling in the town to provide education for local children to the age of 18 years.

4.5 With respect to the local environment, it proposes the creation of a new footpath route on the eastern side of the town.  It also proposes that steps be taken to provide a wider range of recycling facilities at more locations within the town, and would promote that communal recycling bins are emptied more frequently.  It also recommends that the Community Payback scheme is used to help keep Burton Latimer tidy.

4.6 When it comes to traffic and transport, the Parish Plan asks that the current highway resurfacing programme be continued.  Also, that parking bays be created for the disabled in front of the shops in Churchill Way, and that all major bus stops in the town have shelters.  In addition, Church Street should be protected from any extra traffic that may result from possible future changes to junction 10 or 10A of the A14.  Finally, the Plan is advocating a roundabout at the A6/ Higham Road junction should the town expand further in this area.

4.7 In regards to safety and crime prevention, the Plan encourages the installation of modern, directional, white street-lighting, making CCTV more effective.  It also promotes the development of more local Neighbourhood Watch schemes, and the creation of a dedicated youth centre within the Civic Centre.

4.8 The Plan suggests further improvements in local amenities and services, again with the introduction of parking bays for the disabled in front of the shops in Churchill Way; and a review of the provision of public toilet facilities in the town.  The Plan also sees the schemes identified in the Urban Design Framework as being helpful in improving the town’s local amenities and services.

4.9 In terms of leisure and recreation, the Plan sets out that further steps be taken to seek the views of younger people in the town, and that a “welcome pack” be created and issued to new residents to Burton Latimer.  It also advocates that a map of local footpaths and walks be published, and to identify footpaths that can be upgraded to bridleways.  The Plan also highlights an aspiration for a sports and leisure facility to be included in any plans for a new school for the town, for use by local residents outside school hours.

4.10 With regards to churches/ places of worship, the steps being planned include developing local church provision for young people who wish to deepen their understanding of faith, as well as create opportunities for worship as churches together.  In addition, the Plan highlights a link with St. Jude’s Food Bank Initiative to provide emergency groceries to those in significant need; and establish a drop-in place.

4.11 From the perspective of local government, the Plan sets out the intention to establish a regular open surgery at the Civic Centre, where town councillors are available to discuss local issues and address residents’ concerns.

4.12 Your officers have reviewed the content of the Parish Plan and have agreed a small number of minor additions be added as an addendum (attached at Appendix 2), these include the following points:

4.12.1 The Parish Plan will be treated as a living document.  Once adopted by Kettering Borough Council, it will be updated clearly indicating what has been achieved to date, and will cover any new issues that may have arisen.

4.12.2 The Burton Wold Community Fund should be recognised as an important source of funding in the promotion of lower energy consumption, and as such 50kw of panels and heat pumps have been funded over the last year.  In addition public buildings have benefited from double glazing, low energy lighting, and sun tubes being installed.

4.12.3 The Town Council fully recognises the importance and benefits associated with the Urban Design Framework, and is very keen to see this implemented, but are fully aware that this is dependent on financial restraints being overcome in both the short and long term.  It is hoped that that some headway can be made in the area surrounding 90 High Street (Poplar House) as it is believed it could play an important part in making that area of the town more commercially active.
4.13 The Burton Latimer Parish Plan has the support of Burton Latimer Town Council, and is commended to you as a document which should be used as a material planning consideration in the determination of planning applications, and should form a part of the evidence base when preparing Development Plan Documents.
5. PARISH PLANS AND VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENTS IN KETTERING     BOROUGH

5.1 Kettering Borough Council is committed to involving local people in the process of planning and community development.  The Council has therefore agreed to consider Village Design Statements and Parish Plans and where appropriate adopt them as informal Council guidance documents.  To date, Village Design Statements for Ashley, Harrington and Thorpe Underwood, and Weston by Welland have been adopted by the Council as informal Council documents.  Parish Plans for Cranford, Broughton, Wilbarston and Pytchley have also been adopted by the Council.

5.2 The Council is also working with local communities in preparing neighbourhood plans at three of the Borough’s settlements.

6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

6.1
The Burton Latimer Parish Plan will be a material planning consideration when determining planning applications.  It will also be used as part of the evidence base when producing Development Plan Documents which affect the town.
7.
USE OF RESOURCES
7.1 Funding for the project was secured through a grant from ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England).

Title of Document:
Burton Latimer Parish Plan 2012
Date:
November 2012

Title of Document:
Addendum letter from Burton Latimer Town Council
Date:
21 August 2014

Contact Officer:  Simon Richardson – Development Manager
1.      PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform Members of the Burton Latimer Parish Plan, and agree its adoption as an informal Council document.





8.	RECOMMENDATION





That Members adopt the Burton Latimer Parish Plan as an informal Council policy document.








