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2. INFORMATION
2.1. The Committee on Standards in Public Life considers standards of conduct of all holders of public office, including local government, and can make recommendations as to any changes required to ensure the highest standards of propriety in public life. 

2.2. The Committee has previously expressed concerns about the standards regime introduced by the Localism Act 2014. Their main concerns were:
· The need for a mandatory code
· The need for strong leadership to maintain standards
· The lack of proper  sanctions
· The perceived weakness of the Independent Person arrangements.
2.3. The Committee has kept a watching brief on developments over the last twelve months. The report sets out the Committee’s findings on Local Government Standards at paragraphs 43 to 49. 

2.4. The Committee continues to have concerns that the arrangements do not deal effectively with inappropriate behaviour by members which erodes public trust and confidence in local government. 
2.5. The report emphasises importance of and the need for pro -active approach to ethical standards in the induction process. This will be of particular relevance following the local election in May 2015. 
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





To bring before the Committee the annual report of the Committee for Standards in Public Life for 2013/2014 for discussion.
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3.	RECOMMENDATION





	That the Committee note and comment on the Report of the Committee for Standards in Public Life.





	 























