
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 18th June 2014
Present:
Councillor Mike Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Mark Dearing, Terry Freer, Ruth Groome, Ellie Manns, Paul Marks and Jan Smith.
14.PP.01
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Alan Mills and Cliff Moreton.
It was noted that Councillor Marks was acting as a substitute for Councillor Moreton.
14.PP.02
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Councillor Marks declared a personal and disclosable pecuniary interest in Page 50 of Appendix 1 to Item 7 on the agenda in relation to Wicksteed Park.
14.PP.03
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 20th March 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
14.PP.04
MATTERS OF URGENCY


None.
14.PP.05
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE AUTHORITIES' MONITORING REPORT (AMR) 2012-13

A report was submitted which informed members of the contents of the North Northamptonshire Authorities' Monitoring Report 2012-13 and the results of a recent appeal decision affecting the Council's ability to demonstrate a five-year housing land supply.

It was noted that there was an awareness and concern that jobs needed to reflect the number of homes being built.  The recent recession had contributed to targets not being met in relation to both jobs and housing. However, targets were due to be looked at in the review of the Joint Core Strategy.  In this respect the most attractive sites in relation to delivery mechanisms for investors and potential employers should be identified and allocated. Looking forward to the future, developments at East Kettering, land off Junction 10 of the A14, and the energy park would all bring significant employment opportunities, which would give Kettering the edge in attracting new employers to the area.

In discussion, it was felt that North Northamptonshire could be viewed as a single economic unit and there was a need to look at sources of funding, and timing of delivery to ensure the right housing was provided at the right levels.  It was felt important that the authorities should work together, particularly in ensuring that Government investment is attracted into the area.  It was noted that Kettering had achieved well on affordable housing, but there was a need for more one and two-bed properties to be built.


Members expressed concern regarding design quality, particularly as the report noted that some schemes in North Northamptonshire were failing to create characterful places with streets predominantly designed for traffic rather than people.  However, members commended recently built schemes at Polwell Lane and St Mary's Road in Kettering, which were felt to be well designed.

RESOLVED
that the contents of the report be noted.

14.PP.06
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE DELIVERY PLAN
A report was submitted which informed members of the North Northamptonshire Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan and which sought endorsement of the document to be used to deliver green infrastructure improvements across the Borough.

In discussion members raised the following points:-

· There would be no easy solution in respect of the bridleway between Warkton Lane and Cranford through the East Kettering development

· Work should be undertaken with developers to ensure they pay enough in S106 contributions to enable green infrastructure in developments, and consideration should be given to using public realm money for imaginative green projects
· Ideas from members of the public (eg community orchards) should be considered and town and parish councils should be involved in bringing suggestions forward
· The need for open space around the Borough was highlighted in the report and should be taken forward

· There was a need for more housing and also a need for more green space. The Council would need to plan ahead at least 10-20 years to provide enough accessible space for future generations
· Concern was expressed that projects identified in PPG17 Open Space Assessment would require review before they are progressed

· There were few natural boundaries in the Borough and care must be taken to avoid urban sprawl, as had happened in Northampton
· It was suggested that a future Members' Information Session could highlight the Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan
It was noted that the report would provide an evidence base that underpinned need and informed decisions. However, it was likely that the use of S106 money for green infrastructure would be at the expense of something else and there would be a need to carefully prioritise spending, especially as sufficient funding was a nationwide problem. Each application would need to be decided on a case-by-case basis, and developers would need evidence before they decided to pay for green infrastructure.  
RESOLVED
that the Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan be noted and projects in Kettering Borough be endorsed to form a basis to deliver green infrastructure improvements across the Borough.

14.PP.07
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE JOINT CORE STRATEGY REVIEW BRIEFING NOTE: JUNE 2014


A report was submitted which updated members on the work of the Joint Planning Committee and the latest timetable for review of the Joint Core Strategy.


A briefing note was circulated at the meeting to update members on the Rushden Lakes Decision.


Timescales for the review were noted.
RESOLVED
that the contents of the report and the Joint Core Strategy Briefing Note be noted.



 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.20 pm)
Signed​: …………………………………………………….
(Chair)
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