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2. INFORMATION
2.1  At the meeting of the 25th September 2013, the Council resolved that a light touch Community Governance Review be undertaken based on the following criteria:
· A Parish/Town Council has expressed an interest in undertaking a review in its area, that specifies a desired outcome to be considered

· Evidence exists that (a) Parish/Town Council(s) has had difficulty in attracting sufficient candidates at elections

· Any change would help the Council/s to achieve ‘Quality Parish Council’ status

· There would be no identifiable negative impact on the effectiveness or convenience of governance arrangements on Parish/Town Councils involved  and no major impact on community identity as a result of any changes proposed 

2.2 A consultation was undertaken with the Town and Parish Councils and Parish Meetings. Each of the local councils was contacted and their views sought on any changes that they required within the stated criteria. A copy of all responses is attached in the chart at Appendix 1.
2.3 The next stage of the process is to agree the Terms of Reference. The proposed Terms are set out in Appendix 2 and are based on the responses to the consultation. In addition other suggestions based on potential changes to population and infrastructure that might impact on the characteristics of an area are also taken into consideration.
2.4    Members views are requested in relation to

a) the process; and 

b) the proposals

3. CONSULTATION AND CUSTOMER IMPACT
Town and Parish Councils and Parish meetings have been consulted.

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS
None 

5. FINANCIAL RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
There will be costs relating to the consultation. This should be contained within existing budgets.
6. HUMAN RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS
None
7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
7.1. The Council has the responsibility for undertaking community governance reviews.

7.2.  The review is being undertaken in accordance with the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act and the Guidance on Community Governance Reviews as set out in the report.
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PURPOSE OF REPORT





To seek Council approval for the terms of reference for the Community Governance Review.




















 8.		RECOMMENDATION





That Council agree the Terms of Reference for the conduct of the Community Governance Review





That the initial responses be referred to Research and Development Committee to consider and formulate the final proposals for recommendation to Council.











