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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Meeting held: 16th October 2013

Present:
Councillor Russell Roberts (Chair)

Councillors Michael Brown, Mark Dearing, Ian Jelley, Christopher Lamb, Jan Smith and Derek Zanger.
Also Present
Councillor Maurice Bayes, David Bishop, Lloyd Bunday, Terry Freer, David Howes, Shirley Lynch, Paul Marks and Mike Tebbutt.

Four members of Kettering Borough Youth Council.
13.EX.29
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Bellamy.
13.EX.30
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 11th September 2013 be approved and signed as a correct record subject to the following amendment to the penultimate paragraph of page 2:-

"Councillor Bishop addressed the Committee and was concerned that more funding reductions by the Government were planned and although the authority was in a good financial position there comes a time when no more savings can be made."

13.EX.31
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Dearing declared a personal interest in Item 12 as a member of Desborough Town Council.
13.EX.32
RECYCLING SCHEME – POLICY REVIEW


A report was submitted which provided the Committee with recommendations from the Research and Development Committee following its recent review of the roll-out of the new recycling scheme.


The Chair of the Research and Development Committee addressed the Committee outlining a recommendation for change to the recycling policy in relation to the standard size of black bin supplied to households. He also presented other ideas for raising awareness of recycling in the Borough.

Following discussion, members welcomed the Research and Development Committee's recommendation regarding the size of black bin supplied to households, noting that the change would also result in budget savings. However, it was felt that the new recycling scheme had not yet had sufficient time to become established and data was still being collected.  It was noted that the effectiveness of the new scheme would be monitored over the course of the next year when sufficient data should be available to enable the Committee to consider any policy change to the scheme.

Ideas for team-building and increasing awareness of the scheme as put forward by the Research and Development Committee were welcomed and it was noted that these would be considered by Service Heads.

RESOLVED
that the Executive consider the referral from the Research and Development Committee when the policy is reviewed.
13.EX.33
KETTERING YOUTH COUNCIL SMALL GRANTS


A report was submitted which informed the Executive about how the Youth Council would be funding projects for young people in the future.


Four members of the Kettering Borough Youth Council attended the meeting and gave a presentation of changes to the way organisations would be able to apply for funding. Guidelines on who could apply, what they could apply for and how much funding was available were submitted, together with an application form to enable groups to apply for funding without having to attend a meeting of the Youth Council in person.

It was noted that feedback had been positive and the availability of funding advertised.

The Youth Councillors were thanked for their attendance.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the new process for applications for the Youth Council small grants be welcomed; and


(ii)
awareness of the Youth Council Small Grant Scheme be raised.

13.EX.34
THE COUNCIL'S DRAFT WORK PROGRAMME

The draft Work Programme to be published on 16th October 2013 was noted.

13.EX.35
MAINTAINING A DURABLE BUDGET


A report was submitted which provided a reminder/update of the following core issues:-

(a)
a case study on the Market Place Buildings;

(b)
the Council’s medium term financial strategy and associated guiding principles; and
(c)
the latest budget model, the delivery of efficiency savings for 2013/14 and the estimated level of budget savings that may be required over the next few years;


The report also provided members with a mid-year update on Treasury Management.

Councillor Michael Tebbutt addressed the Committee and urged the Council to ensure that new building works at the depot met the BRE Excellent standard with particular reference to energy generation and efficiency.


In discussion, members welcomed enterprising initiatives such as the Market Place Restaurants, which were felt to be a good example of the Council's ability to generate income at a time when government funding was being reduced.  Members also welcomed the planned re-roofing of commercial units at Cunliffe Drive, which would significantly extend the life of the units and bring them up to a more modern standard.  However, it was felt that, if possible, the energy efficiency of the units should be improved when carrying out this work. It was agreed that this would be investigated.
RESOLVED
that:-

(i)
the continued success the Council has achieved in attracting external funding be noted;
(ii)
the Council’s Medium Term Financial Strategy and associated guiding principles be noted;
(iii)
the Capital Programme be amended as outlined in Section 5;

(iv)
the Treasury Management performance for the period 1 April – 30 September be noted; and

(v)
the Council’s responses and work undertaken nationally in responding to the recent Government consultations be noted.

13.EX.36
GROWTH AND EU STRATEGIES FOR SEMLEP AND NEP


A report was submitted which:-

(a)
outlined progress and discussions with both Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) about their work to prepare a growth strategy each and the associated work on making commitments to utilise EU monies from 2015 onwards;
(b)
set out the consequences for Kettering Borough Council of these two related pieces of work; and

(c)
restated the principles the Council relied on in supporting the creation of LEPs in 2010-11 and sought continued endorsement on those as a reference point in the discussions on growth strategies and EU monies.

In discussion, it was noted that discussions were still ongoing within the two LEPs and some of the information given in the report had now changed.
RESOLVED
that:-
(i)
the work underway to prepare growth and EU strategies in both LEPs be noted;

(ii)
the priority areas identified in the report in respect of influencing EU fund allocation be noted; and

(iii)
it be confirmed that the Council wishes to maintain its policy position on the Kettering General Hospital in light of its importance not only to our existing community, but to the sustainability of the East Kettering urban extension.

13.EX.37
DESBOROUGH TOWN PLAN NEIGHBOURHOOD AREA DESIGNATION

A report was submitted which informed members of the consultation on the Desborough Town Plan Area Designation and which asked members to designate the Desborough Parish as the Desborough Neighbourhood Plan Area.

Councillor Michael Tebbutt addressed the Committee as a member of Desborough Town Council and welcomed the report, stating that the Town Council was keen to both encourage existing business and welcome new business into Desborough.

Members of the Committee welcomed the consultation.  Councillor Ian Jelley, on behalf of Rothwell Town Council, offered help and advice to Desborough during the Neighbourhood Planning process.

RESOLVED
that the consultation on the Desborough Town Plan Area be noted and the Desborough Parish, as outlined on the plan attached to the report, be designated as the Desborough Town Plan Area.
13.EX.38
FUTURE STRUCTURE OF THE EAST KETTERING LIAISON FORUM

A report was submitted which presented the responses from consultation on the future structure of the East Kettering Liaison Forum and which sought the recommendations of the Executive Committee on any proposed changes to the Constitution of the Forum.

Councillor Lloyd Bunday addressed the Committee, welcoming the review of the structure of the forum.  He suggested that all councillors of affected wards should be members of the forum, rather than just one member representing each ward.  He also felt that the Chair of the Forum should be an elected member of the Council.

In consideration of the responses of consultees, the Executive endorsed all the principles of the review as set out in the report with the following additional comments:-

· An elected member of the Council should Chair the Forum

· Pipers Hill Ward should be included

· All councillors from affected wards should be members of the forum

· The Planning Committee Chair attend the meetings of the Forum as an observer only

It was felt to be important that the Forum was not seen to operate as a scrutiny committee, and its role as a forum to enable engagement, dialogue and understanding and to allow local people influence the work of the Council and developers needed to be strengthened.
RECOMMENDED
that the Constitution and Terms of Reference of the East Kettering Liaison forum be revised, taking into account the views of the Executive, and submitted to Full Council for approval, to take effect from 1st January 2014.

13.EX.39
DOG CONTROL ORDERS – KETTERING BOROUGH COUNCIL CEMETERIES

A report was submitted which sought members' approval to implement new Dog Control Orders for the Borough (regarding keeping dogs on a lead in Kettering Borough Council cemeteries).


It was noted that the process for implementing new dog control orders was prescribed by statute, including the need for members to agree individual orders. The Committee was advised that the Mayor of Kettering was in full support of the orders.
RESOLVED
that:-

(i)
the results of the consultation process be noted;

(ii)
the draft Dog Control Order be approved; and

(iii)
delegated authority be given to the Head of Environmental Health to make any necessary amendments to the Draft Dog Control Order as required.

13.EX.40
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972

RESOLVED
that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that it involved items of business which included the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined by paragraphs 1-7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Local Government Act 1972 (as amended).

13.EX.41
THE YARDS, MARKET STREET, KETTERING


A report was submitted which considered a request from Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership (NEP) that the Council underwrites a loan (to enable the development to proceed) and also considered other funding options.

RESOLVED
that:-
(i)
the request from NEP for Kettering Borough Council to underwrite the loan be not supported; and

(ii)
delegated authority be granted to the Section 151 Officer or his nominee to enter into commercial negotiations with the developer to achieve best value in line with the financial strategy.
(The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.25 pm)

Signed ……………………………………………….

Chair

AI

Executive Committee No. 1
16.10.13


