
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 30th September 2013
Present:
Councillor Mike Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Linda Adams, Mark Dearing, Terry Freer, Ruth Groome, Ellie Manns and Jan Smith
Also Present:
Councillors David Bishop, Michael Brown, June Derbyshire, Christopher Lamb and David Soans 
13.PP.19
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mills.



It was noted that Councillor Adams was acting as a substitute for Councillor Mills.

13.PP.20
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


None
13.PP.21
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 31st July 2013 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
13.PP.22
MATTERS OF URGENCY


None
13.PP.23
DRAFT INTERIM POLICY STATEMENT ON HOUSING REQUIREMENTS IN THE NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HOUSING MARKET AREA CONSULTATION

A report was submitted which informed members of the Draft Interim Policy Statement in the North Northamptonshire Housing Market Area and to ask Members to agree the Council’s response to this consultation.

It was reported that on 31st July 2013 it was agreed the Council endorse the North Northamptonshire Interim Housing Policy Statement for Consultation.  This consultation was now underway and would run to 5pm on Friday 11th October 2013.

It was noted that the Interim Housing Policy Statement set out the Joint Planning Committee’s preferred approach to meeting housing requirements in the North Northamptonshire HMA, pending the submission of the review into the Joint Core Strategy.


The four questions included in the consultation document and the Council’s responses were included in the report.

RESOLVED
that Members note the consultation on the Draft Interim Policy Statement on Housing Requirements in the North Northamptonshire Housing Market Area and endorse the comments contained in the report as the Council’s response.
13.PP.24
NORTH NORTAMPTONSHIRE JOINT CORE STRATEGY – CONSULTATION ON URBAN STRUCTURES STUDY

A report was submitted to inform Members of the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit (JPU) consultation on the Urban Structures Study and to agree the Council’s response to the consultation.
It was noted that the aim of the Urban Structures Study (USS) prepared by the JPU was to gain an understanding of the urban structure of towns in North Northamptonshire, to inform policy development in the Joint Core Strategy and in Site Specific/Neighbourhood Plans.

The USS study covered Kettering, Burton Latimer, Desborough and Rothwell, with the document setting out the vision for successful towns and the key principles for achieving the vision.  These key principles would need to be considered alongside other planning considerations on a site by site basis.

The questions and responses to the consultation document were set out in the report and discussed by Members.

Members felt that the response to question C would need to be amended to include reference to the extension of the footpath and cycleway from the River Ise, through Desborough.
RESOLVED
that Members agree the comments set out in the reports as the Council’s response to the JPU consultation on the USS along with following points: -
i)
a comment welcoming the study and guidelines it gives as potential for future development in the Borough; and

ii)
an updated response to question C to include reference to the footpath and cycleway in Desborough, and to agree the response with the Chair of the Committee

13.PP.25
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE JOINT CORE STRATEGY – CONSULTATION ON STRATEGIC HOUSING AND EMPLOYMENT SITES

A report was submitted which informed members of the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit consultation on Strategic Housing and Employment Sites, and to agree the Council’s response to the consultation.
It was reported that on 14 March 2012 the Joint Planning Committee agreed that the formal progress of the review of the Joint Core Strategy (JCS) must be paused pending the Secretary of State’s decision on the Rushden Lakes planning application. In view of the delay to the review the Joint Planning Committee agreed to carry out interim consultation. This interim consultation includes a consultation on Strategic Housing and Employment Sites.  The purpose of the consultation on Strategic Housing and Employment Sites were set out in the report
There were two elements to the consultation. The first was the Consultation on Strategic Housing and Employment Sites, which lists preferred sites for inclusion in the Joint Core Strategy and set out draft policies and key principles for these sites. The second element was the ‘Updated Draft Background Paper on Strategic Housing and Employment Sites’, which set out the methodology used for assessing the sites and the assessment of each site.
The questions and responses to the consultation document were discussed by Members as set out in the report and the following points were noted: -

Site 84: Stoke Road (north-east of Harborough Rd), Desborough - Employment
Delete the words ‘and attractiveness to the market’ 

Site 59: Rothwell North – Mixed use development including housing and employment

Add a comment to include the protection of the Ise as part of the coalescence.

Site 86: Land adjacent to the cemetery (south of A14) Rothwell employment

Add a comment regarding the potential for expanding the cemetery area and green burial

RESOLVED
that Members endorse the comments set out in the report, as the Council’s response to the Joint Planning Unit consultation on Strategic Housing and Employment sites, subject to the amendments listed above

13.PP.26
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE JOINT CORE STRATEGY – CONSULTATION ON REVISED STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

A report was submitted which informed Members of the North Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit consultation on the Revised Statement of Community Involvement and to agree the Council’s response to the consultation.

It was reported that local planning authorities are required to prepare a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) setting out how they will consult and engage with people over the preparation of Development Plan Documents, as well as on planning applications.

Members will recall that on 31st July 2013 they were asked to endorse the North Northamptonshire Revised Statement of Community Involvement for public consultation. The consultation was currently underway and will run until 5pm on Friday 11th October 2013.
The SCI had been revised and updated to reflect the changes to the Development Plan system.
The questions and responses to the consultation were discussed by Members and it was 

RESOLVED
that Members endorse the comments set out in the report as the Council’s response to the Joint Planning Unit consultation on the Revised Statement of Community Involvement

13.PP.27
SITE SPECIFIC PROPOSALS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DOCUMENT – HOUSING ALLOCATIONS PAPER

A report was submitted, the purpose of which, was to provide Members with the ‘Housing Allocations – Assessment of Additional Sites and Update’ and to ask Members to agree the findings of this document and agree focused consultation proposals set out within the report.
It was reported that at the meetings of the Committee on the 4th and 13th September 2012 Members were presented with the consultation responses to the Site Specific Proposals LDD – Options Paper, officer responses to these comments and proposed next steps. These next steps included updating the assessment of housing sites to take into account additional evidence provided through the consultation and assessing new sites which had been submitted

Members received a presentation which outlined the key changes which had taken place since the consultation.

A focussed consultation would now take place based on the findings of the ‘Housing Allocations Assessment of Additional Sites and Update’ in Burton Latimer, Desborough and Mawsley.  The consultation would run for six weeks.

A letter was received from a land owner in Braybrooke which requested the designation of his land be restored, and the recommendation to delete and reduce the development potential of their land-holding not to be accepted.  Members discussed reinstating the land for further consultation with the Parish.
RESOLVED
that Members noted the content of the background paper and agree this as the basis for focussed consultation as set out in the report, with the inclusion of the Braybrooke site

13.PP.28
HOUSING STANDARD REVIEW

A report was submitted to inform Members of the Department for Communities and Local Government consultation paper on Housing Standards Review, and agree a formal response.

It was reported that in 2010 the Government announced the need for an industry led examination of housing standards, to find a way to simplify them.  It was decided the best way was to consider standards by theme, the themes being energy; accessibility; security; and water.  An industry led group was formed to rationalise and simplify them; its broad conclusion was that there was significant scope for rationalisation in each theme.  The Group also called for as much material to be put into the national Building Regulations as possible, thereby making a clearer distinction between planning policies and technical regulations.  The Group also urged the government to continue the review work, and for this to include the Code for Sustainable Homes.

The review asked 64 questions in total, with the intention of the report to consider and respond to two aspects of the review of particular interest to Kettering Borough Council.  Members discussed the issues relating to the Housing Standard Review, and welcomed the emphasis towards incorporating enhanced standards in Building Regulations.  Members offered to enter into a dialogue with the Government over the means for pushing standards up.

Members supported the setting of space standards, and space labelling, quoting the London Space Standard and Parker Morris Standard as examples.  Members asked that storage space be given due weight in housing design.

Unless the building industry is encouraged, or forced to react in an innovative way, then local and global targets will not be reached. 
RESOLVED
That Members agreed the comments contained within the report, as the Council’s response to the Housing Standards Review, along with the additional comments made above.

 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.55 pm)
Signed​: …………………………………………………….
(Chair)
Planning Policy Committee No. 

30.09.13

