Date of Publication: 16th January 2004

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

RECORD OF DECISIONS

	DATE OF MEETING
	14th January 2004
	From 7.00 pm to 8.30 pm


APOLOGIES:

	Councillor Mary Malin
	Health, Housing and Community

	Councillor Belinda Humfrey
	Participation, Access and Equalities


IN ATTENDANCE:

	Councillor Terry Freer
	Leader of the Council

	Councillor Bill Parker
	Social and Economic Regeneration

	Councillor Christopher Lamb
	Environment and Sustainability

	Councillor James Hakewill
	Best Value and Performance


	Eight other members of the Council also attended the meeting.


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

	None
	


	IMPORTANT NOTE

Urgent decisions are marked as such and are effective immediately.

Other decisions will become effective after 5.00 pm on 23rd January 2004 unless a request to call-in the decision has been made by then.


	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	FORWARD PLAN AND WORK PROGRAMME

	03.RD.45


	-
	7
	


RESOLVED:

that the draft Forward Plan and Work Programme for the period 16th January to 31st May 2004 be noted

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	ADOPTION OF SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE ON PLANNING OUT CRIME IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

	03.RD.46


	A03/051
	8
	


RESOLVED:

that Kettering Borough Council adopt the Supplementary Planning Guidance Note on Planning Out Crime in Northamptonshire.

REASONS:


To provide supplementary planning guidance to the Local Plan for Kettering Borough

To help fulfil elements of Kettering Borough's Crime and Disorder Action Plan and Community Plan.



ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DESBOROUGH TOWN CENTRE URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK

	03.RD.47


	A03/062
	9
	


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
subject to the amendments specified, the Desborough Town Centre Urban Design Framework be adopted as Supplementary Planning Guidance to the Local Plan for Kettering Borough; and


(ii)
officers be thanked for their work on the Desborough Town Centre Urban Design Framework and congratulated on the quality and depth of the document.

REASONS:


To provide supplementary planning guidance to the Local Plan for Kettering Borough

To begin the process of regeneration and improvement in Desborough town centre.

To help deliver the environmental, social and economic objectives of the Borough's Community Plan.

To help meet national, regional and local planning policy objectives, including those of the Local Plan.

To form part of the forthcoming Local Development Framework.

To contribute towards achieving the provision of the Desborough element of the Strategic Development Area.



ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	REVIEW OF COUNCIL TAX DISCOUNTS

	03.RD.48


	A03/066
	10
	


SPEAKER:

Councillor John Padwick

RESOLVED:

that (i) the discounts awarded on second homes be reduced to 10% and (ii) the discounts awarded on long-term empty properties be reduced to Nil, subject to ongoing discussions with the County Council.

REASONS:


To increase available housing stocks through encouraging landlords and owners to bring long-term empty property into use.

The decision is in accordance with the authority's priorities in relation to expanding the private sector's role in meeting local housing needs and the review of the Empty Property Strategy

In view of the administrative effort required to realise only 14% of potential income generated, to maintain an ongoing dialogue with Northamptonshire County Council.

ALTERNATIVE OPTION CONSIDERED:

To reduce discounts on all second homes to Nil.

(Note: The billing authority cannot reduce a discount for a second home to Nil and therefore this option could not be taken forward)
	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	OUT OF HOURS DUTY OFFICER SERVICE - CONTRACT EXTENSION

	03.RD.49


	A03/067
	11
	


RESOLVED:

that:-


(i)
the decision of officers to extend the out-of-hours contract for a period of six months from 3rd January 2004 to 2nd July 2004 be ratified; and


(ii)
officers review the way in which the service is provided in the future to ensure best value.

REASONS:


There was no provision in the Council's Contract Procedure rules to allow extensions of existing contracts in these circumstances.

Special circumstances exist in that the Council needed to continue to provide this essential service in the interim when the future of the service could be considered in the context of the wider re-organisation of Housing Services.



ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

None.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	CORPORATE PRIORITIES FOR 2004/05

	03.RD.50


	A03/063
	12
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor Paul Corazzo



Councillor Alex Gordon



Councillor Ursula Jones



Councillor John Padwick

RESOLVED:

that the headline Corporate Priorities for next year be approved for the 2004/05, as the basis for writing the Corporate Plan and Service Plans.

REASONS:


To set the framework for key improvement and development programmes of the next year and effectively prioritise headline items over all other activities

To take into account continuing priorities and new items which have emerged from consultation with stakeholder groups throughout the year and during the State of the Borough debate, and through the LSP Executive Board.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

Inclusion of other items or re-insertion of items proposed for de-prioritisation since last year.

	Decision No.


	Forward Plan

Ref No.

(if applicable)
	Agenda Item
	DRAFT GENERAL FUND BUDGET 2004/05, HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT AND CAPITAL PROGRAMME

	03.RD.51


	A03/040
	13
	


SPEAKERS:

Councillor Paul Corazzo



Councillor Ursula Jones



Councillor John Padwick



Councillor David Whyte
RESOLVED:

that 


(i)
the following principles be endorsed:-

· available balances not to fall below £1,000,000 or 10% of net revenue expenditure, whichever is the higher

· in setting the Council Tax, members consider the medium term position

· Council Tax income to increase each year in line with inflation at least, where the budget is in deficit, to ensure resources remain consistent with budgeted costs

· capital resources committed each year to fund revenue-releasing schemes to strengthen the Council's revenue budget position

· Council Tax not to be increased above the levels at which penalties might apply;


(ii)
the impact of Government Grant be noted and the General Fund Budget for 2004/05 be submitted to the Overview Committee for consideration and comments invited in respect of potential Council Tax options;


(iii)
the draft 2004/05 Capital Programme be considered by the Overview Committee;


(iv)
the draft 2004/05 Housing Revenue Account be considered by the Overview Committee;


(v)
the time for consideration of these proposals by the Overview Committee be limited in accordance with the Budget and Policy Framework, so that the Overview Committee reports back before the next Executive meeting on the 11th February 2004; and


(vi)
the Head of Housing be authorised to promote support and provide assistance to tenants in respect of the Right to Buy.

REASONS:


To approve draft detailed General Fund estimates for 2004/05, the draft Housing Revenue Account 2004/05 and the provisional capital programme for 2004/05 for consideration.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED:

All proposals are options to be considered as part of the budget setting process.
Record of Decisions No. 1
14.1.04


