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2.  
BACKGROUND
2.1 Parish Plans were introduced in the 2000 Rural White Paper and built on the experience gained in producing Village Design Statements. Parish Plans set out a vision for how a community wishes to develop and identifies actions required to achieve this vision. Parish Plans have the potential to influence a wide range of organisations and processes which affect the lives of rural communities. Parish Plans should complement and help deliver local planning policies and frameworks but cannot over ride adopted planning policies.
2.2 The Pytchley Parish Plan was adopted at a Parish Council meeting on 7th July 2003 and set out an action plan for the future of the village to the year 2015. The Plan was subsequently reviewed in 2011/2012 to ensure it remained relevant and to extend to 2022. The revised plan was formally adopted at a Parish Council meeting in May 2012. The documents are attached at Appendix 1 and Appendix 2.

3 PLAN PREPARATION PROCESS
3.1 The plan preparation process was initiated by Pytchley Parish Council and commenced in March 2002. The village was surveyed through distribution of a household questionnaire to all households in the village and an individual questionnaire to all of the population. Of the approximate 200 household questionnaires distributed 166 completed questionnaires were returned, indicating a representation of 83% of households. With an estimated population of 449 individuals, 316 completed individual questionnaires were returned, indicating a representation of approximately 70% of individuals.

3.2 Following the results of the questionnaires a consultation document was published which was circulated within the village and to relevant external bodies including Kettering Borough Council. A summary of the consultation document was delivered to every household in the village and a consultation event was held in the village hall. Following this period of consultation the final document was produced and adopted by the Parish Council in July 2003. Appendix 7 of the document sets out a summary of the action plan. 
3.3 A review of the adopted plan commenced in 2011 to determine whether the plan continued to be appropriate and whether opinions had changed over time. A questionnaire was delivered to households in the village which sought comments on the original Parish Plan and raised questions which were perhaps not relevant then or which would help provide further information. A total of 240 questionnaires were delivered and 23 completed questionnaires were returned, representing 10% of households.

3.4 The findings of the questionnaire were discussed at a public meeting before they were incorporated into the revised document. Much of the original document is still relevant and the revision is incorporated as an appendix to the original document.
3.5 Appendix 7 of the original Parish Plan set out a summary of the action plan. This has been superseded by Appendix 12 of the revised document. 

4 MAIN ISSUES RAISED WITHIN THE PARISH PLAN

4.1 One of the main issues raised by residents of Pytchley is the need for affordable housing. The Action Plan outlined at Appendix 12 of the revised document seeks to encourage Kettering Borough Council to give priority for social housing within the village to those with village connections.
4.2 With regard to development in Pytchley the Action 3.2 of the Parish Plan seeks to ensure that the village boundary is maintained as the built limit. However, the Site Specific Proposals LDD Options Paper identifies a site outside of the village boundary as a potential housing option. Pytchley Parish Council has, therefore, agreed to amend the wording of this action to encourage, rather than require, Kettering Borough Council to maintain the village boundary at the present built limit.

4.3 Action 3.2 of the Parish Plan also seeks to maintain the open space between Pytchley and Kettering to ensure Pytchley’s separation from Kettering. This is supported through the development principles outlined in the Site Specific Proposals LDD Options Paper.
4.4 Action 4.3.1 of the Parish Plan seeks provide additional off road parking in the form of “lay-bys” replacing the grass verges in Church Road. This is recognised as a long term objective in the document, and the Parish Plan will encourage KBC to consider this action rather than require it.
4.5 Action 4.4 seeks to control traffic speed in the village. This is recognised as a potential improvement to the village in the Site Specific Proposals LDD Options Paper which development in the village could contribute to.

4.6 Action 4.5 seeks to create of a safe cycle path and/or footpath to Kettering. This is also recognised as a potential improvement to the village in the Site Specific Proposals LDD Options Paper which development in the village could contribute to.

4.7 Action 7.3 seeks to improve play facilities at the recreation ground. This too is recognised as a potential improvement to the village in the Site Specific Proposals LDD Options Paper which development in the village could contribute to.

4.8 Action 8.5 and 7.2 seeks to protect village character and features and states that it is essential that building development is not allowed to impact on the rural nature of the village. This is supported through the development principles outlined in the Site Specific Proposals LDD Options Paper which states that development should reflect the character of the historic core.
5 PARISH PLANS AND VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENTS IN KETTERING     BOROUGH

5.1
Kettering Borough Council is committed to involving local people in the process of planning and community development. The Council has therefore agreed to consider Village Design Statements and Parish Plans and where appropriate adopt them as informal Council guidance documents. To date, Village Design Statements for Ashley, Harrington and Thorpe Underwood, and Weston by Welland have been adopted by the Council informal Council documents. Parish Plans for Cranford, Broughton and Willbarston have also been adopted by the Council as informal Council documents.

6. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

6.1
The Pytchley Parish Plan will be a material planning consideration when determining planning applications. It will also be used as part of the evidence base when producing Development Plan Documents which affect Pytchley.
7.
USE OF RESOURCES
7.1 Funding for the project was secured through the Countryside Agency.

Contact Officer:  Marie Down – Assistant Development Officer
1.      PURPOSE OF REPORT





To seek formal approval of the Pytchley Parish Plan and to recommend its adoption as an informal Council document.





8.	RECOMMENDATION





Members adopt the Pytchley Parish Plan as an informal Council policy document.








