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2.
INFORMATION
2.1
The Youth Council has been running since 1993 and is made up of 24 student councillors elected from the local six secondary schools/academies, two specialist schools and the William Knibb centre.  The members are aged 13 to 14 years old and serve for two years. Elections are held every September to choose the members.

2.2
Youth Councillors meet six times a year and each financial year the Youth Council are given a grant of £3000 from Kettering Borough Council to distribute to local organisations.
3.
KEY ISSUES TO BE COVERED

3.1
To apply for the funding, partners and local community organisations would have to present their plans to the Youth Council at one of their meetings. This only benefited groups that were able to attend one of six meetings a year. The meetings were also held in the day. Feedback was taken from various groups who felt that this approach was not beneficial to their group as they could not attend one of the meetings. Because of this feedback, none of the funding for 2012 was spent until an easier way of applying was found.
3.2
The Youth Council have now set up an application form to enable groups to apply for funding without having to attend the meetings in person. (See Appendix A)
3.3
Guidelines have been established on who can apply, what they can apply for and for how much.  (Appendix B)
4.
BUDGET

The Youth Council will distribute £3000 per year to projects that benefit young people in Kettering. 

5.
APPLICATIONS FOR GRANT

5.1
There will be six dates per year where applications will be looked at by the group.

5.2
Applications must meet at least one of the criteria set out below. 

	The project…….

	-will help young people be healthy

	-will help young people achieve and enjoy life

	-will help young people stay safe

	-will contribute towards a young persons financial well being

	-will help young people make a positive contribution in their neighbourhood


5.3
The funding will be advertised via local schools, colleges, community groups, sports clubs and in the local media. 

6.
CONSULTATION EVENTS

6.1
Over the past year, Kettering Youth Council have been consulted on the following events and projects to find out what the thoughts are of young people in the borough. 
· Town centre improvements

· Ise Skate Park redevelopments

· Improvements to Keystone Escape Youth Club

· Hall Meadow play area

· Brambleside play area

· Holiday activities for teenagers

· Northants County Council young people’s provision
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1.	PURPOSE OF REPORT





To inform the Executive about how the Youth Council will be funding projects for young people in the future.








7.	RECOMMENDATION


	


	That the Executive:





(i)	Welcomes the new process for applications for the Youth Council Small Grants


(ii)	Raises awareness of the Youth Council Small Grant Scheme.

















