
BOROUGH OF KETTERING

PLANNING POLICY COMMITTEE

Meeting held: 31st July 2013
Present:
Councillor Mike Tebbutt (Chair)


Councillors Linda Adams, Mark Dearing, June Derbyshire, Ruth Groome, Ellie Manns and Cliff Moreton
Also Present:
Councillors Christopher Lamb, Philip Hollobone and Shirley Lynch.
13.PP.12
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Freer, Mills and Smith.



It was noted that Councillor Adams was acting as a substitute for Councillor Mills and Councillor Derbyshire was acting as a substitute for Councillor Freer.

13.PP.13
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


The following personal interests were declared on Item 6 (North Northamptonshire Interim Housing Policy Statement):-

Councillors Dearing as a member of Desborough Town Council and Councillor Groome as a member of Burton Latimer Town Council.

13.PP.14
MINUTES

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting of the Planning Policy Committee held on 6th June 2013 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair subject to the correction of a typographical error on page 4 (last two lines– "there were now two greengrocers following redevelopment of a vacant unit").
13.PP.15
MATTERS OF URGENCY


None
13.PP.16
NORTH NORTHAMPTONSHIRE INTERIM HOUSING POLICY STATEMENT

A report was submitted which informed members of the North Northamptonshire Interim Housing Policy Statement and the five year supply of sites for Kettering Borough, and which sought agreement of the Interim Housing Policy Statement and potential sources of additional housing supply for consultation.

Mr William Mayes addressed the Committee under the Council's Right to Speak Policy, commenting on a recent planning decision in Broughton and questioning the weight of the policy statement in the light of potential appeals against planning decisions, as well as the way in which the five year supply had been calculated. 

It was noted that the Council could justify a 5.17 year supply of housing and that, in the event that the draft interim housing policy statement prepared by the Joint Planning Committee were adopted, that would rise to a 10 year supply. 


In discussion the following points were noted:-

· The eight-week consultation period on the interim statement would commence on 12th August and end on 7th October

· The Interim Housing Policy Statement would be a material consideration in determining planning applications and in the preparation of site specific plans and would gain weight through consultation.
· The calculations shown in the report reflected the current position in relation to the Core Spatial Strategy targets, but the position was fluid as a number of significant planning decisions were expected which could be included in future

· No rural allocations had been included within the calculations as these would be dealt with as windfall sites and thus help to contribute towards the 5-year housing land allocation

· Although the Council could opt to do nothing in the light of the revocation of the regional plan and a delay in progressing the review of the Joint Core Strategy, planning inspectors were referring back to objectively-assessed figures during planning appeals
· The Council was confident that it could demonstrate a 5-year housing land supply and had taken sites out of the figures if it was believed they were unlikely to come forward
· The housing land supply figures took into account the shortfall against the Core Spatial Strategy from 2011

It was noted that, although the format of consultation had not yet been finalised, all geographic forums would be consulted, as well as information being made available on the website.

In reference to the potential sources of additional housing land supply, a list of which was appended to the report, it was noted that outline planning permission had now been granted for up to 75 dwellings on land at Harrington Road, Desborough.
RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the contents of the report be noted and the Interim Housing Policy Statement and list of potential additional sources of housing supply be endorsed for consultation; and


(ii)
the current position with the Borough's 5-year housing land supply be noted..

13.PP.17
DRAFT STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

A report was submitted which sought agreement of the draft Statement of Community Involvement to enable the Joint Planning Unit to undertake a community consultation on its contents.
It was noted that the Council would seek to encourage developers of large scale developments to invest time and resources in direct consultation with communities.  This would ensure a good quality of application for consideration as issues such as design and landscaping could be front-loaded.  However, the Council had no powers to enforce such consultation on developers.

An eight-week consultation period would commence on 12th August and end on 7th October 2013.

RESOLVED
that the draft Statement of Community Involvement be agreed for consultation, and that the arrangements for consultation be led by the Joint Planning Unit, alongside the Interim Housing Policy Statement.
13.PP.18
SEATS ON STREETS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT ORDER

A report was submitted which informed members of the consultation on the Seats on Streets Local Development Order (LDO) prior to recommendation to full Council for adoption.


It was noted that no objections to the proposals had been received during the consultation period.


Officers were thanked for their work on the LDO, and it was noted that cafés, restaurants and hotels would be informed of the Order as part of  the Purple Flag process. The introduction of the LDO was welcomed by the Committee.

In discussion, members of the Committee made the following recommendations:-

· a commitment be given by premises to maintain cleanliness of their shop front areas during opening hours and owners be made aware that the Council will rigidly enforce its powers in relation to the proper disposal of litter

· street furniture outside premises should make a positive contribution to the street scene and polycarbonate glasses should be used at all times outside premises
· external facilities  should be capable of being usable at all times of the year and protection for customers be encouraged  (eg awnings and heaters)

It was felt that the annual licence fee of £175 charged by the County Council was excessive, with fees also being chargeable if a premises licence was also required for the sale of alcohol.  It was suggested that the County Council should be asked to reconsider its fee level.

Discussion was also held on street furniture in the public realm and it was felt that, when public realm furniture was replaced, it should be of such a design as to discourage inappropriate use.

RESOLVED that the consultation on the Local Development Order be noted and it be recommended to full Council that the LDO be adopted.

 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.00 pm)
Signed​: …………………………………………………….
(Chair)
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