BOROUGH OF KETTERING

at a meeting of the Council of the Borough of Kettering held at the Municipal Offices, Bowling Green Road,  Kettering on 27th February 2013

Present:

	Councillor 
James Hakewill ( Mayor)
	Councillor 
Jenny Henson

	
"
Keli Watts (Deputy Mayor)
	
"
Ian Jelley

	
"
Linda Adams
	
"
Christopher Lamb

	
"
Duncan Bain
	
"
Shirley Lynch

	
"
Maurice Bayes
	
"
Mary Malin

	
"
Steve Bellamy
	
"
Ellie Manns

	
"
David Bishop
	
"
Paul Marks

	
"
Michael Brown
	
"
Alan Mills

	
"
Jonathan Bullock
	
"
Russell Roberts

	
"
Lloyd Bunday
	
" 
Jan Smith

	
"
Paul Corazzo
	
"
Margaret Talbot

	
"
June Derbyshire
	
"
Michael Tebbutt

	
"
Maggie Don
	
"
Jonathan West

	
"
Scott Edwards
	
"
Alison Wiley

	
"
Terry Freer
	
"
Derek Zanger

	
"
Michelle George
	

	
	

	
	


12.C.84
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dearing, Groome, Hollobone, Moreton and Soans.

12.C.85
MINUTES
RESOLVED
that the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd January 2013 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor subject to the following amendment:

12.C.75
Voting on the Motion (3 days' discount) For 25; Against 0; Not Voting1)

12.C.86
BUDGET CONSULTATION

RESOLVED
that the minutes of the Budget Consultation Meeting held on 24th January 2013 be approved as a correct record subject to Cllr Linda Adams being added to the list of those present and it being noted that Councillor Maurice Bayes is a member of Barton Seagrave Parish Council.

12.C.87
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

12.C.88
MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Mayor made the following announcements

· Acute Health Care

In respect of Minute No. 12.C.76 (22.1.13) the Mayor advised Council that he had written to Corby, Wellingborough and East Northants Councils and had received two replies. Similar items had been placed on those Councils' agendas. However, the issue had now moved on from its original position.

· The Farmhouse Breakfast held in aid of the National Farmers' Union and the Mayor's Charity had been successful. A similar event to celebrate 'Great British Beef Week' had been organised to take place at the end of April.

12.C.89
LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS


The Leader announced the beginning of public consultation on the next phase of Public Realm works in Kettering Town Centre.  He advised members that plans were now moving forward for The Yards project, which represented a high quality scheme delivered in conjunction with a private investor.


The Leader reminded members of the success of Prezzo, which was now fully booked at weekends. Kettering was increasingly being recognised as one of the best performing Councils in the country in respect of investment in the local economy.

12.C.90
REPORT OF THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE


None.

12.C.91
NOMINATION OF DEPUTY MAYOR

Following recent group meetings, Councillor Steve Bellamy announced the nomination of Councillor Duncan Bain as Deputy Mayor 2013/14.

12.C.92
TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

A report was submitted which

(a)
Reported the Council's Prudential Indicators for approval (in accordance with statute and the Council's Constitution); and

(b)
Reported the Council's updated Treasury Management policy and Strategy for 2013/14 to full Council as background to the consideration of the Prudential Indicators, the Policy and Strategy being formally approved by the Council's Executive Committee at its meeting on 13th February 2013.

It was noted that approval of the Prudential Indicators was a statutory requirement. Figures in the Appendix differed from last year's document in that they now reflected the housing debt.

Members commended the flexibility contained within the document to make the best use of the Council's own reserves where necessary.

In response to a question regarding the UK’s   recent downgrading of its credit rating from AAA to AA+, it was noted that this had happened since the report was published. However, it was not expected to impair or affect the Council's inclination to use Government bonds.

RESOLVED
that:-


(i)
the Prudential Indicators (as detailed in Appendix A to the report) be approved; and


(ii)
the Treasury Management Policy and Strategy (as detailed in Appendix B to the report) be noted.

(Voting For: 31; Against 0 ; Not Voting 0)

12.C.93
BUDGET PROPOSALS 2013/14 – GENERAL FUND, CAPITAL PROGRAMME AND HOUSING REVENUE ACCOUNT


A report was submitted which reported to Council the recommendations from the Executive Committee to enable the Council to make a formal decision in relation to each of the following:-

· The Revised General Fund budget 2013/14;

· The General Fund budget 2013/14;

· The Capital Programme 2012 – 2018;

· The Housing Revenue Account budget 2013/14; and

· The Council Tax level for 2013/14.


It was noted that as part of the formal budget setting process, the Council must approve a statutory 'Council Tax Resolution' which combined the precepts for all the precepting authorities in Kettering Borough (ie the County Council, Kettering Borough Council, Police Authority, Town and Parish Councils) nd provided a legal basis upon which to issue Council Tax bills and collect the amounts due.


The 0% increase in Council Tax was particularly highlighted during debate on the report.  Members noted that, in real terms, this represented a 10.5% reduction to residents of the Borough, as Council Tax payable did not bear a consequential rise in inflation.  The Council remained a below-average Council Tax charging authority whilst being classified as an above-average performing Council.  The budget also reflected the Council's policy not to cut services or reduce the amount of money it gave to the voluntary sector.


The Leader of the Opposition commended the budget for adoption by Council and thanked staff for identifying savings. The following points were made by the opposition:-

· The 0% increase in Council Tax was not the case for Town and Parish Councils as precepting represented an increase

· Fees and charges for Council services had increased

· There should be more money available for repair, renewal and investment in affordable housing and one-for-one replacement of houses sold under the Right to Buy initiative should be investigated

· Car Park Charges were a big area of concern, as this had been raised by many residents and traders, and ways of addressing these concerns should be investigated in the future

In response, the following comments were made:-

· Grants for people with disabilities had increased

· Housing adaptations had increased

· More money had been made available for debt counselling services and money advice

· The budget for Police Community Support Officers had not been cut

· Challenging times were ahead, and it was important the Council kept on track with its budget containment strategy

· 700 houses were being built in Burton Latimer, of which 112 were affordable houses

· Car parking issues were being addressed and work continuing on attracting new businesses into the town

· The Swingometer was an important tool in monitoring trends and issues

In conclusion to the debate, it was noted that the issue of precepting was a separate issue to that of setting the Council Tax. It was noted that staff morale, momentum and money had all been successfully maintained over the last year.

Staff were commended by Council for their efforts in maintaining a durable budget and for their suggestions and ideas for improving efficiency and saving money.  The Chief Executive agreed that he would send a letter to all members of staff expressing the thanks of the Council for their work in this respect over the past year.


RESOLVED that:-


(i)
the General Fund budget for 2013/14 as detailed in Appendix A, Section 1 of the report) be approved;


(ii)
the Capital Programme for 2012 – 2018 (as detailed at Appendix A, Section 2 of the report) be approved;


(iii)
the Housing Revenue Account budget for 2013/14 as detailed in Appendix A, Section 3 of the report), be approved;


 (iv)  that:-
(i)
it be noted the Council calculated the following amounts for the year 2013/2014 in accordance with the Local Government Finance Act 1992, as amended (the "Act"):

(a)
Kettering Borough Council's Council Tax Base for 2013/14 has been calculated as 28,127 [Item T in the formula in Section 31B of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 as amended (the "Act")].

(b)
for dwellings in those parts of the Borough to which a Parish Precept relates the amounts are as detailed in Appendices D (i) and (ii).

(ii)
the Council Tax requirement for the Council's own purposes for 2013/14 (excluding Parish Precepts) is £5,777,000.

(iii)
the following amounts be now calculated by the Council for the year 2012/2013 in accordance with Sections 31 to 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992:

(a)
£62,964,350
being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 31A(2) (a) to (f) of the Act taking into account all precepts issued to it by Parish Councils. (Gross expenditure, parish expenses any contingencies, any provision for reserves).
(b)
£57,041,070
being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for the items set out in Section 31 (A) (3) (a) to (d) of the Act. (Gross income, any use of reserves).
(c)
£5,923,280
being the amount by which the aggregate at iii (a) above exceeds the aggregate at (iii) (b) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 31A (4) of the Act, as its Council Tax requirement. [Item R in the formula in Section 31B of the Act] (Expenditure less income).

(d)
£210.59
being the amount at iii (c) above [Item R], all divided by Item T (i (a) above), calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 31B (1) of the Act, as the basic amount of its council tax for the year (including parish precepts).
(e)
£146,280
being the aggregate amount of the Parish Precepts referred to in Section 34 (1) of the Act. (Total amount of parish precepts.) As per the attached Appendices D (i) & (ii).

(f)
£205.39
being the amount at iii (d) above less the result given by dividing the amount at iii (e) above by item T (i) (a) above), calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 34 (2) of the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no Parish Precept relates. (ie the Borough Council's precept of £5,777,000 divided by the Council Tax base of 28,127, this Council's own Council Tax at Band D).

(iv)
That it be noted that for the year 2013/14 Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) and The Police and Crime Commissioner Northamptonshire (PCCN) have issued precepts to the Council in accordance with Section 40 of the Act for each of the categories of dwellings shown in Table 1.

(v)
That the Council in accordance with Sections 30 and 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the aggregate amounts shown in Table 1 as the amounts of Council Tax for 2013/14 for each part of the Borough and for each of the categories of dwellings.

Table 1

	
	Valuation Bands

	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Kettering Borough Council (KBC) (Excludes Parish Precepts)*
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) (precept £28,917,650)
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	The Police and Crime Commissioner for Northamptonshire (PCCN) (precept £5,434,136)
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Total 
	951.14
	1,109.66
	1,268.18
	1,426.70
	1,743.74
	2,060.79
	2,377.84
	2,853.40


* The full Council Tax Schedule including Town/Parish Precepts is detailed below.
(vi)
That the Council's basic amount of the Council Tax for 2013/14 is deemed not excessive in accordance with principles approved under Section 52ZB of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

Council Tax Schedule for 2013/14
	Part of the Council's area
	Valuation Bands

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parish of
	A
	B
	C
	D
	E
	F
	G
	H

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Ashley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	2.47
	2.89
	3.30
	3.71
	4.53
	5.36
	6.18
	7.42

	Total 
	953.61
	1,112.55
	1,271.48
	1,430.41
	1,748.27
	2,066.15
	2,384.02
	2,860.82

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Barton Seagrave:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	4.56
	5.32
	6.08
	6.84
	8.36
	9.88
	11.40
	13.68

	Total 
	955.70
	1,114.98
	1,274.26
	1,433.54
	1,752.10
	2,070,67
	2,389.24
	2,867.08

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Braybrooke:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	5.25
	6.13
	7.00
	7.88
	9.63
	11.38
	13.13
	15.76

	Total 
	956.39
	1,115.79
	1,275.18
	1,434.58
	1,753.37
	2,072.17
	2,390.97
	2,869.16

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Broughton:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	6.05
	7.05
	8.06
	9.07
	11.09
	13.10
	15.12
	18.14

	Total 
	957.19
	1,116.71
	1,276.24
	1,435.77
	1,754,83
	2,073.89
	2,392.96
	2,871.54

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Burton Latimer:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	4.99
	5.82
	6.65
	7.48
	9.14
	10.80
	12.47
	14.96

	Total 
	956.13
	1,115.48
	1,274.83
	1,434.18
	1,752,88
	2,071,59
	2,390.31
	2,868.36

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Cranford:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	4.76
	5.55
	6.35
	7.14
	8.73
	10.31
	11.90
	14.28

	Total 
	955.90
	1,115.21
	1,274.53
	1,433.84
	1,752,47
	2,071.10
	2,389.74
	2,867.68

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cransley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	7.79
	9.08
	10.38
	11.68
	14.28
	16.87
	19.47
	23.36

	Total 
	958.93
	1,118.74
	1,278.56
	1,438.38
	1,758.02
	2,077.66
	2,397.31
	2,876.76

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Desborough:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	1.99
	2.33
	2.66
	2.99
	3.65
	4.32
	4.98
	5.98

	Total 
	953.13
	1,111.99
	1,270.84
	1,429.69
	1,747.39
	2,065.11
	2,382.82
	2,859.38

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dingley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	4.35
	5.08
	5.80
	6.53
	7.98
	9.43
	10.88
	13.06

	Total
	955.49
	1,114.74
	1,273.98
	1,433.23
	1,751.72
	2,070.22
	2,388.72
	2,866.46

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	6.77
	7.89
	9.02
	10.15
	12.41
	14.66
	16.92
	20.30

	Total
	957.91
	1,117.55
	1,277.20
	1,436.85
	1,756.15
	2,075.45
	2,394.76
	2,873.70

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mawsley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	46.03
	53.70
	61.37
	69.04
	84.38
	99.72
	115.07
	138.08

	Total
	997.17
	1,163.36
	1,329.55
	1,495.74
	1,828.12
	2,160.51
	2,492.91
	2,991.48

	Pytchley:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	5.71
	6.67
	7.62
	8.57
	10.47
	12.38
	14.28
	17.14

	Total
	956.85
	1,116.33
	1,275.80
	1,435.27
	1,754.21
	2,073.17
	2,392.12
	2,870.54

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rothwell:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	5.94
	6.93
	7.92
	8.91
	10.89
	12.87
	14.85
	17.82

	Total
	957.08
	1,116.59
	1,276.10
	1,435.61
	1,754.63
	2,073.66
	2,392.69
	2,871.22

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Rushton:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	10.15
	11.85
	13.54
	15.23
	18.61
	22.00
	25.38
	30.46

	Total
	961.29
	1,121.51
	1,281.72
	1,441.93
	1,762.35
	2,082.79
	2,403.22
	2,883.86

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sutton Bassett:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	3.71
	4.32
	4.94
	5.56
	6.80
	8.03
	9.27
	11.12

	Total
	954.85
	1,113.98
	1,273.12
	1,432.26
	1,750.54
	2,068.82
	2,387.11
	2,864.52

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Weston-by-Welland:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	9.66
	11.27
	12.88
	14.49
	17.71
	20.93
	24.15
	28.98

	Total
	960.80
	1,120.93
	1,281.06
	1,441.19
	1,761.45
	2,081.72
	2,401.99
	2,882.38

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wilbarston:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Parish Precept
	12.47
	14.55
	16.63
	18.71
	22.87
	27.03
	31.18
	37.42

	Total
	963.61
	1,124.21
	1,284.81
	1,445.41
	1,766.61
	2,087.82
	2,409.02
	2,890.82

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other Areas/Parishes:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Borough Council
	136.93
	159.75
	182.57
	205.39
	251.03
	296.67
	342.32
	410.78

	NCC
	685.41
	799.64
	913.88
	1,028.11
	1,256.58
	1,485.05
	1,713.52
	2,056.22

	PCCN
	128.80
	150.27
	171.73
	193.20
	236.13
	279.07
	322.00
	386.40

	Total
	951.14
	1,109.66
	1,268.18
	1,426.70
	1,743.74
	2,060.79
	2,377.84
	2,853.40

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Town & Parish Council Precepts 

	
	2012/13
	2013/14
	

	
	Tax Base
	Precepts
	Council

Tax

Band D
	Tax Base
	Precepts
	Council

Tax

Band D
	Increase

(Decrease)

in Band D

Council Tax

	
	
	£
	£
	
	£
	£
	

	Ashley
	130
	0
	0.00
	1.24
	460
	3.71
	3.71

	Barton Seagrave
	1,542
	0
	0.00
	1,461
	10,000
	6.84
	6.84

	Braybrooke
	177
	0
	0.00
	165
	1,300
	7.88
	7.88

	Broughton
	795
	6,000
	7.55
	717
	6,500
	9.07
	1.52

	Burton Latimer
	2,466
	17,500
	7.10
	2,341
	17,500
	7.48
	0.38

	Cranford
	206
	0
	0.00
	196
	1,400
	7.14
	7.14

	Cransley
	121
	1,250
	10.33
	107
	1,250
	11.68
	1.35

	Desborough
	3,605
	10,000
	2.77
	3,347
	10,000
	2.99
	0.22

	Dingley
	96
	400
	4.17
	95
	620
	6.53
	2.36

	Geddington, Newton and Little Oakley
	627
	5,000
	7.97
	591
	6,000
	10.15
	2.18

	Mawsley
	893
	35,000
	39.19
	869
	60,000
	69.04
	29.85

	Pytchley
	195
	1,000
	5.13
	175
	1,500
	8.57
	3.44

	Rothwell
	2,553
	0
	0.00
	2,244
	20,000
	8.91
	8.91

	Rushton
	204
	0
	0.00
	197
	3,000
	15.23
	15.23

	Sutton Bassett
	47
	235
	5.00
	45
	250
	5.56
	0.56

	Weston-by-Welland
	74
	0
	0.00
	69
	1,000
	14.49
	14.49

	Wilbarston
	312
	3,910
	12.53
	294
	5,500
	18.71
	6.18



(v)
the Medium Term Financial Forecast, as detailed in the Budget Book at Appendix 'A', Section 1 be noted; and


(vii)
the report of the Council's Statutory Officer as detailed at Appendix 'C' be noted.

(Voting For: 31; Against 0 ; Not Voting 0)

12.C.94
THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 – PAY POLICY STATEMENT


A report was submitted which sought approval for the Pay Policy Statement.

RESOLVED
that the Pay Policy Statement (2013/14) be approved.
12.C.95
COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT REGULATIONS


A report was submitted which sought adoption of the relevant Council Tax Support regulations (as detailed in the Appendices to the report) to enable the scheme to be properly administered in accordance with statutory requirements.

RESOLVED
that the Regulations in respect of administering the Local Council Tax Support Scheme from 1st April 2013 as detailed in the Appendix A1 2.3 be adopted.
(Voting For: 31; Against 0; Not Voting 0)

12.C.96
THE DUPORT REPORT


It was Proposed by Councillor Derek Zanger and Seconded by Councillor Ian Jelley that:-


"This Council welcomes the findings in the Duport Report that commends the Council for initiatives such as Suite 16 which have helped to generate an entrepreneurial spirit in the Borough and create a record number of business start-ups in the 3rd quarter of 2012. Accordingly, this Council is committed to continue with the delivery of our vision for Kettering, which is successfully stimulating economic growth."


During debate members expressed support for the motion and made the following points:-

· The recognition for Kettering's success was welcomed, but it was acknowledged that cuts in government funding could represent a challenge to future aspirations

· Nationally, 1 in 5 16-24 year olds were out of work and not in training

· The local economy should be stimulated further and no stone left unturned in the pursuit of growth

· Imaginative initiatives should take place in respect of job creation for young people, eg apprenticeships

· A town centre champion could take on ideas and work with businesses in town centres 

· All Suite 16 projects had been delivered on time and without incurring debt

· The Council was working hard to capitalise on investments for the future

· The consultation on the next phase of Public Realm works was welcomed

· The Council should do more to showcase its good work to the rest of the country

· Social business, eg Kettering Food Bank, should be recognised and support given to Credit Unions, particularly as there was an increase in firms offering payday loans at extortionate interest rates

· The Council should work towards increasing diversity of business ownership, especially in encouraging women in business start-ups

· It was important to look at other schemes in the area, for example Rushden Lakes, in embracing new employment opportunities

· Rushden Lakes was not felt to be a good proposition for Kettering because although it would create jobs, it would also disperse jobs by taking them out of town centres

· The Council should look at using its capital receipts and reserves to stimulate the local economy

· The Council was generating a mood whereby people would want to set up their business in the Borough

· Growth in house-building and transport network improvements would bring jobs into the Borough

· There was much more to do, especially in building a future in the Borough for young people

RESOLVED
that this Council welcomes the findings in the Duport Report that commends the Council for initiatives such as Suite 16 which have helped to generate an entrepreneurial spirit in the Borough and create a record number of business start-ups in the 3rd quarter of 2012. Accordingly, this Council is committed to continue with the delivery of our vision for Kettering, which is successfully stimulating economic growth

(Voting For: 31; Against 0; Not Voting 0)

12.C.97
IMMIGRATION


Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked the Leader of the Council the following question:-

"UKIP and local MP Philip Hollobone have both highlighted the problems of 29 million Bulgarians and Romanians being allowed to come to the UK from January 1st 2014. What affect could this have on Kettering Borough Council services and what plans are being put in place to deal with it"

The Leader of the Council replied as follows:-

"Any service requests will be subject to the same rules applying to applicants from all other EU states, in respect of their entitlement to services.  The Council will continue to discharge its statutory responsibilities in this regard."

Councillor Bullock asked the following supplementary question:

"What planning for extra services is being put into place? Other councils are setting up plans"

The Leader of the Council responded as follows:-

"If 29m Bulgarians and Romanians came,  their  countries would be empty. I will write to Councillor Bullock with the Council's detailed plans."
12.C.98
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES


Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked the Portfolio Holder for Regeneration the following question:-


"The investigation by the Northants Evening Telegraph into the shortage of public conveniences in Kettering Town Centre revealed a lack of knowledge of where community accessible toilets were located. What plans are being put in place to communicate these?"


The Portfolio Holder for Regeneration replied as follows:-


"A new map of the town centre was installed at Council car parks and other prominent locations within the town centre clearly showing the location of the community toilets.  These were installed at the end of last year. Information is also provided on the Council's website and signage has been provided to participants of the scheme to display in their windows.  The Council is also looking at including their location on a new mobile phone application currently being developed and will be undertaking further media communications."


Councillor Jonathan Bullock asked a supplementary question as follows:-


"There appears to be less signage on bus stops – will you take this on board?"


The Portfolio Holder for Regeneration replied as follows:-


"Yes, we will take this on board. We noticed that the Evening Telegraph mentions this too. We intend to look at areas that are most notably without a sign, including the bus terminus. We are already discussing this."

12.C.99
STAFF NUMBERS


Councillor Paul Corazzo asked the Portfolio Holder for Regeneration for Corporate the following question:-


"Please can you list the number of FTE staff at Kettering Borough in the following years:


2009/10


2010/11


2011/12


2012/13

The Portfolio Holder for Corporate replied as follows:-


"Figures based on Full time employee equivalent as at 31st March each year are:


497.35


499.26


479.24


458.05 as at 27th February 2013."


Councillor Paul Corazzo asked the following supplementary question:-


"What impact on services in the Borough will the loss of 42 posts in 3 years have?"


The Portfolio Holder for Corporate replied as follows:-


"Nothing. We have been training staff to do more than one job and to be flexible  Not all the reductions have been amongst front-line staff . When people leave we do not employ someone else straight away. We look at re-engineering jobs and redeploy.

12.C.100
COUNCIL TAX INCREASE 1995


Councillor Lloyd Bunday asked the Portfolio Holder for Finance the following question:


"In 1995, under a previous Labour Administration, how much did Kettering Borough Council tax go up by?"


The Portfolio Holder for Finance replied as follows:-


"12%"

12.C.101
COUNCIL TAX INCREASE 1996


Councillor Paul Marks asked the Portfolio Holder for Finance the following question:


"In 1996, under a previous Labour Administration, how much did Kettering Borough Council tax go up by?"


The Portfolio Holder for Finance replied as follows:-


"29%"

12.C.102
COUNCIL TAX INCREASE 1997


Councillor Michael Brown asked the Portfolio Holder for Finance the following question:


"In 1997, under a previous Labour Administration, how much did Kettering Borough Council tax go up by?"


The Portfolio Holder for Finance replied as follows:-


"21.7%"

12.C.103
COUNCIL TAX INCREASE 2002


Councillor Steve Bellamy asked the Portfolio Holder for Finance the following question:


"In 2002, under a previous Labour Administration, how much did Kettering Borough Council tax go up by?"


The Portfolio Holder for Finance replied as follows:-


"16.7%"


Councillor Steve Bellamy asked the Portfolio Holder for Finance the following supplementary question:-


"So in 1997 things could only get better?."


The Portfolio Holder for Finance replied as follows:-


Under the current administration the most Council Tax has risen by was 9% in 2003. Since then we have kept it down. Things have got a lot better."

 (The meeting started at 7.00 pm and ended at 8.45 pm)

Signed …………………………………….

The Mayor

AI

(Council No. 17)

27.2.13


